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10: 18 a. m

MR, SPEAKER. The assenbly is now in session
Assenbly nmenber Wl |l ace notices the absence of a
quorum Sergeant at arms will prepare the
chanber and bring in the absent nmenbers. derk
will call the roll.

CLERK: Addis, Aguiar. Curry. Ahrens.
Alanis. Alvarez. Aranbula. Avilon. Fadias.
Bai nes. Bauer. Cahan. Bennett. Berman.
Berner. Bonta, Brian. Calderon. Coloza,
Carillo. Castillo. Chen. Connolly. Davies.
Denmai 0 Di xon. El Hawari. Ellis, Flora. Fong.
Gabriel. @Gllagher. Garcia. G bson, Jeff.
Gonzal ez, Mark CGonzal ez, Hadw ck Haney,

Ar abi di an, Hart. Hoover, lrwin. Jackson,

Kara. Krell. Lackey, lee. Lowenthal, Macedo.
McKenna, Mersucci. Qinn. Otega, Pacheco.
Pappin. Patel. Patterson. Pellerin, Petri.
Norris. Quirk, Silva. Ranpbs, Ransom Celeste
Rodri guez, M chelle Rodriguez. Rogers, Bubio
Sanchez, Chiavo Schultz. Sharpe, Collins,

Sol ace Soria, Stephanie Ta Tongi pa. Val encia.
Wal | ace. Ward, wicks, WIson, Zabur. M.
Speaker, nenbers of quorumis present. Decorum

pl ease. Assenbly nenbers board, you are
recogni zed nmenbers. Denocratic caucus of the
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nmenbers | ounge right now Menbers, we wll
caucus for. We will be meeting for 15 m nutes.
We'l|l be. Excuse ne. Suspending for 15

m nutes on recess. W'Il|l gavel back in 15

m nut es.

( Brief recess )

MR SPEAKER: Menbers, we are back in
session. W ask our guests and visitors in the
rear of the chanber and in the gallery to
pl ease stand for today's prayer. Reverend
Cshta will offer today's prayer. Reverend
GCsht a.

REVEREND OSHTA: Please join ne in a nmoment of
reflection. W concluded our recent trip to
Japan. In the city of Kyoto, we were able to
visit with a dear teacher and friend who inpacted
Bob's life nearly 60 years ago. And bei ng nuch
younger, maybe 30 for ne, we were quietly feeling
our age and how qui ckly so many decades have
passed. Later that day, Bob and |I stepped into a
smal | shop to escape the heat. We felt ourselves
surrounded by beautiful things from another era.
W chatted with the owner about how nuch we
enjoyed the traditional nusic of the G on Sunmer

Festival that was concluding. Laughing, he told
us that hearing that nusic only rem nds hi m of
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the sweltering Kyoto summer heat. Bob then asked
him how | ong has his shop been here? It |ooked
very well established. The owner said, Since
1603. Then, with a smle, he added, But |'m not
422 years old. He shared that he was the 17th
generation of the Nakanishi famly to operate
their famly business. Wile tal king, he went
online and found where we could order a CD of the
uni que Kyoto Summer Festival nusic that he woul d
never play. It was a delightful neeting that
gave us a fresh outl ook on the passing of time
and al so on the responsibilities we have in life.
Li ke M. Nakani shi, who is the 17th generation
caretaker of his famly's tradition, we are al
nmonment ary caretakers of a dreamthat has been
unfol ding for 249 years, since 1776. It is the
dream of creating a nation with |iberty and
justice for all. A dreamthat has been a beacon
of hope for oppressed people everywhere. Let us
continue to try our best to keep this dreamalive
and the beacon that is America shining bright.
Nanmo m daotsu. Let us live with kindness and
gratitude beyond words.

MEMBER CHEN: We ask our guests and

visitors to remain standing to join us in the
flag salute. Assenbly nmenber Chen will |ead us
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in the Pl edge of allegiance.

MEMBER CHEN: Thank you. M. Speaker.
Pl ease put your right hand over your heart.
Ready? Begin. | pledge allegiance to the flag
of the United States of America and to the
Republic for which it stands. One nation,
under CGod, indivisible with liberty and justice
for all, may be seated. To our guests and
visitors. Today, state | aw prohibits persons
inthe gallery frominterfering with
| egi sl ative business. Legislative proceedi ngs
are disrupting the orderly conduct of official
busi ness. Persons disrupting |egislative
proceedi ngs are subject to renoval, arrest or
ot her appropriate | egal renedies. Menbers, |1'd
further like to. State quorum please.
Further like to state that our House rul es
require us to foll ow Mason's Manual Sections
120 to 126 as it relates to words and tone we
use in debating public policy. On this floor.
MASON Section 120 and 121 state in part.
Freedom of speech invol ves obedience to all the
rul es of debate. The | anguage used by nenbers
during debate should be tenperate, decorous and

respectful. No nenber may indulge in
personalities. No nmenber may inpugn the
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noti ves of other nenbers or use indecent or
prof ane | anguage. Menbers, if you choose to
stray fromthese rules, | will adnonish you

And if the violation continues, | wll nute
your mc and you will forfeit your tine. W're
going to be noving on to a vote stage. Point
of order, M. DeMio.

MEMBER DEMAI O M. Speaker, in review ng
the file for today, there are three pieces of
legislation that are on the file that are in
direct violation of the California State
Constitution, rendering it inpossible for this
body to take up these itens. M point of order
pertains to Senate Bill 280, which violates
Article 21, Section 2 of the Constitution,
which only permits an el ection on
redistricting, on the ones this matter, on the
ones of every decade. The second bill is ACA
8. The third bill is AB 604. Both of these
bills violate section Article 21, section 2G
whi ch expressly prohibits the legislature from
taking any action on redistricting as well as
adopting any maps. Finally, a point of order
to Assenbly Bill 604, which violates Article

21, Section 2E, which says, quote, districts
shall not be drawn for purpose of favoring or
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di scri mi nating agai nst an incunbent political
candidate or political party. It is ny
under st andi ng that both the governor and
nmenbers of the |egislature have said that they
have parti san goals behind these maps. For al
three of these bills. | ask they be renopved
fromthe file inmediately and that this body
cease violating the state constitution.

MR SPEAKER: Thank you, M. DeMaio. It's a
ot of information. |If you give nme just a
nonent, please. Thank you for your patience, M.
DeMai 0. Your point of order is not well taken,
M. DeMaio. It's -- let nme explain ny ruling
first and then you are nore than wel cone to
appeal. Al the neasures that you' ve raised are
properly before the house pursuant to the
constitution. Do you wish to -- It's been noved
and seconded to appeal the ruling of the chair.
Clerk will open the roll. The chair is asking
you for an | vote to sustain his ruling. M.
DeMnio is asking for a no vote. Al nenbers vote
who desire to vote. Al nenbers vote who desire
to vote. All nmenbers vote who desire to vote
Clerk will close the roll. Tally the votes.

Eyes, 58. Nose, 18. The chair is sustained.
Assi stant majority | eader Garcia, you are
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recogni zed.

MR GARCI A: Thank you, M. Speaker. As we
nove the call, there is no itembefore, so we
wi |l recognize you once we do that.

MR, SPEAKER. Ckay. W're going to be
noving to a vote on the consent cal endar at the
request of the author. Itens 151, SP 482,

Weber Pearson has been renoved. Does any
menber wi sh to renpve an itemfromthe consent
cal endar? Seeing hearing none, the clerk wll
read the second day consent cal endar. Assenbly
Concurrent Resol ution 105 by Assenbly nenber
McKenna and others relative to the nusic
industry in California. Cerk will open the
roll. 1In the consent cal endar, all nenbers
vote who desire to vote. All menbers vote who
desire to vote. All nenbers vote who desire to
vote system Majority |eader Garcia, you are
recogni zed. Mve the call -- Madammajority

| eader, you are recogni zed.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: | request
unani nous consent to suspend Assenbly Rule 69B
to adopt | ate anmendnments on ACA 8 revis.

MR SPEAKER: We're going to dispense with

one itemat atine. I'mgoing to recognize
| eader Gal |l agher. Leader Gallagher. M.
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Speaker, the nenber noved the call. | don't
bel i eve. There's your point of order, M.
Gal | agher.

MEMBER GALLAGHER: The nenber noved the
call. | Don't believe anything before us. The
second day consent cal endar that you yourself
voted on.

MR, SPEAKER: Ckay, but what we're going to
nove on. |'ve made the ruling. This point of
order is not well taken.

MR. GALLAGHER: Point of parlianentary
i nquiry.

MR, SPEAKER: State your point, M.

Gal | agher.

MR GALLAGHER: W voted on the consent
cal endar, correct? That's what approves it. So
' m confused by what is the --

MR SPEAKER: Burke did not close the role.
M. Gallagher. Ckay, M. DeMiio, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER DEMAIO | withhold consent fromthe
not i on.

MR, SPEAKER. Ckay, ms -- M. DeMi o has
requested wi t hhol ding consent on the majority

| eader's notion. W will now open the roll. A
majority leader's notion. Al nenbers vote who
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desire to vote. Mijority |leader is asking for a
aye vote. M. DeMiio is asking for a no vote.
Moti on was seconded by M. Garcia. Al nenbers
vote who desire to vote. Al nenbers vote who
desire to vote. Cerk will close the roll.
Tally the votes. Ayes, 58. No's 19. The notion
carries it. Okay. Pursuant to Assenbly Rule 69
the amendnents were approved by the comittee
chair and the bill has been anended, is out to
print and back on file. Al other anmendnents on
this itemthat were pending at the assenbly desk
are no longer in order as they are not drafted to
the current version of the nmeasure. Madam
Majority Leader, you are again recognized for
your procedural notions.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  Thank you.
request unani nous consent to suspend the rules to
al |l ow Assenbly menber Bernan to take up ACA 8
Revi s as anended wi thout reference to file for
the purposes of adoption.

MR. SPEAKER  Has been noved and seconded by
M. Grcia. Assenbly nmenber Gallagher, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER GALLAGHER: Il will have nmy own

nmotion after this notion is dispensed wth.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, M. Gall agher.
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Assenbl ynenber DeMai 0, you are recogni zed

MR DEMAI O Wt hhol d consent.

MR. SPEAKER: Ckay. Consent has been
withheld. We will nmove to a vote. The clerk
will open the roll. Al nenbers vote who desire
to vote. Majority leader is asking for an aye
vote. M. DeMaio is asking for a no vote. Al
menbers vote who desire to vote. Al nmenbers
vote who desire to vote. Cerk will close the
roll. Tally the votes. Ayes, 57, nose 20. The
nmeasure carries.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: @l | agher.

MR, SPEAKER:. Assenbly nenber Gall agher, you
are recogni zed. Yeah.

MEMBER GALLAGHER. M. Speaker, being that
this bill was ACA was just anended, |
respectfully request that we re refer ACA 8 and
SB 280 to the Judiciary Comrittee so we can have
further vetting of these neasures.

MR. SPEAKER  Just a monment. kay. Menbers,
it has been noved and seconded. Mbved by
assenbly nenber Gall agher. Seconded by Assenbly
menber DeMaio. Cerk will open the roll. M.
DeMni o is asking for an aye vote. Mjjority

| eader is Asking for a no vote. All nenbers vote
who desire to vote. All nenbers vote who desire
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to vote. Majority |leader is asking for a no
vote. M. Gallagher is asking for an | vote.
Clerk will close the roll tally. Votes ayes, 19

no's, 58. Mdtion fails. M. Denmio, you are
recogni zed. Thank you. M. Speaker, | nove that
we inmedi ately take up AJR 21. | ndependent

Redi stricting Conm ssion Constitutional anmendnent
Wi thout regard to file. There's been. There's
been a notion to suspend the rules by M. DeMio
to suspend the constitution without reference to
file. Seconded by assenbly menber Wl ace.

Clerk will open the roll. Al nenbers vote who
desire to vote. Mjority leader is asking for a
no vote. M. DeMaio is asking for an | vote.

Al'l nenbers vote who desire to vote. All nenbers
vote who desire to vote. Cerk will close the
roll tally. Votes ayes, 19. Nos. 58. Mdtion
fails. Assenbly nenber Tungapa, you are

recogni zed.

MEMBER TUNGAPA: Thank you. | nove to
suspend the rules to allow ACA 15 to be taken up
without reference to file. Prove you don't have
a vested interest. State your point. State your
poi nt. Assenbly nenber Ransom

MEMBER RANSOM Point of order. It seens
that that is out of order, M. Speaker. |
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bel i eve earlier when you gave instructions that
our comrents are not supposed to be directed at
anyone's intention.

MR. SPEAKER  Menbers, we are not in the
portion of notions and resolutions. It is out of
order overall to be meking notions on itens that
are not before us. W have nade a notion w thout
reference to file to bring ACA 8 to the floor
You may nake points of order and notions on the
itens that are before this body and not hi ng nore.
Assenbly menber Gall agher, you are recognized.

MEMBER GALLAGHER: Again. Point of
parliamentary inquiry. | believe we were in
noti ons and resolutions. That's why the nmgjority
| eader was nmeking notions. And the only place
that you can nake notions |ike the one that was
just passed to bring ACA 8 to the floor is during
notions and resol utions now, albeit you haven't
put it up there on the screen, which is curious
to ne, but the only place that we could ever do
these kinds of notions is during notions and
resolutions. So | find it unbelievable that
you're saying we're not in notions and
resolutions right now Your point of order is

the unbelievability of this. Yes, that's your
poi nt of order, that we are actually in notions
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and resolutions and resolutions. O herw se.
Just a noment, M. Majority Leader could not have
made her noti on.

MR. SPEAKER. M. Gl l agher, once the
majority | eader's notion was voted on and
approved, and that was. Consent was withheld and
we voted on it as a body. W are then in the
portion where we are dealing with ACA 8 and we
must first dispense with ACA 8 before we take up
any other bills before this House. Your point of
order is not well taken. The Cerk will read
Assenbly Constitutional Amendnent 8 by Senate
Rebus and others in accolade to redistricting.
Assenbl y nmenber Berman, you are recogni zed.

MEMBER BERMAN:. Thank you, M. Speaker. |
rise to present ACA 8. On behalf of Speaker
Ri vas, Let nme be crystal clear. W don't want
this fight and we didn't choose this fight. But
with our denocracy on the |line, we cannot and
will not run away fromthis fight. W're here
t oday because President Trunp and Republicans in
Texas and other states are attenpting to redraw
Congressional districts md decade in an effort
to rig the upconing election. Just |ast night

the Texas House passed their plan to rig the 2026
el ection. Earlier yesterday, Florida Governor
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Ron DeSantis demanded that his state is owed an
extra Congressional district right now And you
know that Trunp will do everything he can to
fulfill this outrageous request. Americans and
Cal i forni ans deserve better. And ACA 8, the

el ection rigging response act is our response to
t hese undenocratic and un Anerican power grabs.
ACA 8 allows for the tenmporary use of voter
approved Congressional district boundaries
contai ned in AB604. Unlike Texas where
Republ i can politicians ramthrough maps after
assigning |law enforcenent to trail their Denocrat
col | eagues every novenent.

MR, SPEAKER: Excuse nme, M. Bernman

MEMBER BERVAN: By all neans.

MR, SPEAKER: Sunmmit nenber Patterson, stage
poi nt of order.

MEMBER PATTERSON: Yes. H the -- Thank
you, M. Speaker. Good norning. State your
poi nt of order, sir. Yes, we have been
adnoni shed for nmentioning parties on. M.
Patterson, state your point of order. There's no
expl anati on needed. What is the rule that is
bei ng violated? Your rule that a person speaking

may not nention political parties? | ask that
the author no longer do that. That is not a rule
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of this body. That is a rule of decorum The
issue with this particular measure is affects
political parties. W're going to allow that
today. What | spoke with earlier was sinply that
you shoul d not inmpugn the notives of your
col | eagues. M. Berman, you nay continue
MEMBER BERMAN:. Thank you, M. Speaker. As
| was saying, unlike Texas where Republican
politicians ranp through maps after assigning | aw
enforcenent to trail their Denpcrat coll eagues
every novenent, it is California voters who will
have the final say whether or not these new
di strict boundaries get used. Because here in
California, we respect the will of the voters.
After the 2030 census, ACA 8 returns al
congressional district |ine drawi ng powers back
to the Gtizens Redistricting Cormission. In
addition, ACA 8 calls on Congress to pass
| egi sl ati on and propose a constitutional
amendrment to the US Constitution to require the
use of fair, independent and nonpartisan
redistricting in every state across the country.
Now, here are sone of the argunents we'll hear
fromour colleagues fromacross the aisle today.

First, this was decided by voters who were
eligible to vote in 2010, and we don't need to
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revisit it. At least half of the voter
registration file is totally newin 2025. Over
10 million California voters who did not have the
chance to vote on this and have their voices
heard in 2010. Now, you m ght be wondering, who
does that include? W got a couple of people on
the floor today. M Republican coll eagues from
Tulare and Covis, ny Denocrat coll eagues from
San Jose and la. None of themwere old enough to
vote on this in 2010, and | think they should get
the chance to vote on it this year. They wll
claimthat this costs too nuch nmoney. First,
there is no cost too high to save our denocracy.
Second, the return on investnment of this election
is off the charts. Sonething that woul d make the
VCs in ny district blush. Trunp and his cronies
have terrorized our communities. They have
targeted our world class institutions trying to
extract $1 billion from UCLA al one. They have
deci mated | ocal econonies. They' ve even extorted
California grown businesses like Nvidia. And |
have not heard one conplaint from any col |l eague
fromacross the aisle to these actions that have
cost California billions and billions of dollars.

They' Il argue that there's no urgency to act.
Wake up. The crisis is here and our denopcracy is
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under attack. President Trunp is taking advice
on our denocracy fromV adimr Putin, soneone who
literally kills his political opponents. And
he's not even trying to be quiet about this.

He's bragging about this on national television
as if it's something to be proud of. This is the
sanme guy who called elections officials in
Ceorgia and denanded they find him 12, 000 votes
so he could win the state and stay in the Wite
House. This is soneone who earnestly tal ks about
the possibility of serving a third term as
President of the United States and now realizing
that his policies are terribly unpopul ar and that
voters will have a chance to express their
opposition next year. He's nowtrying torig the
election to inoculate hinmself fromthe will of
the voters and hold on to power. Now, this

woul dn't be a problemif any Republican el ected
officials had a spine like the Georgia el ections
officials did in 2020 to say, no, M. President,
this is un Anerican, this is undenocratic, this
is wong. And we will not participate in your
steanrol |l ing of denocracy. But that Republican
el ected official no longer exists when it cones

bet ween standing up for your constituents, saving
their health care, saving their food assi stance,
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saving their fathers or daughters from being
snatched of f the streets by masked and

uni dentified thugs and flown to torture chanbers
in foreign countries, or basking in the orange

gl ow of Mar A Lago. Republican politicians in
California don't give it a second thought. They
drop to their knees and they do whatever Donal d
Trunmp tells themto. There is currently no check
on Trunp in Washington, only sycophants who cl ap
like seals at the circus. Please, sonebody.
Menber Gal | agher, you were recogni zed. The
gentleman is, if | can call hima gentleman, is

i mpugni ng the character of people on this floor,
whi ch you al ready adnoni shed hi m and everyone in
this roomnot to do. So maybe sonebody will
regul ate that decorum Assenbly Menber

Gal | agher, your point is well taken. Menbers,

pl ease be careful in your speech not to inmpugn
the notives of other nmembers. M. Berman, you
may continue. Thank you. M. Speaker, there is
currently no check on Donald Trunp in Washi ngton,
D.C. only people who do whatever he demands t hat
they do. But not here. Not in California.
California is responding to this enmergency by

enpowering our voters with transparency, with
respect for our independent conmm ssion, but with
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an unwavering will to act. | respectfully
request your. | vote on ACA 8. Thank you,
Assenbl ynmenber Berman. Assenbl ynenber Lackey,
you are recogni zed.

MEMBER LACKEY: Thank you. M. Speaker, |
appreciate the privilege to share with you a very
power ful perspective. What we're spending tine
on at this particular nonment, to nme, is a bit
di sappointing. | will tell you that right now,
what this body needs is to build trust with its
constituency. Polls have overwhel m ngly
indicated that there's a lack of trust. And what
we' re considering on doing is feeding that |ack
of trust. You know, | had a very respected
col | eague that | spoke with just recently who
told me that this is all political. You can
define it as you wish. But | can tell you, no
matter what your position is on this thing, and
we're going to be talking a |lot about it, and
there's going to be a |ot of blah, blah, blah.
But I"'mtelling you, when it cones down to it,
does this enhance trust with our people? W al
admt that gerrymandering is controlled by people
who have sonething to benefit. That is not what

our people want. That's been very clearly stated
by their vote. So why, no matter what the
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justification is, why would we engage in behavi or
that we know i s consi dered unacceptabl e by those
who el ect us? | would Ask for you to pl ease
reflect on that, because it's very neani ngful.
And | know that we can be distracted by a | ot of
influencers in this institution, a lot of people
that we admire and respect. But when it cones
down to it, it's a mrror that we have to respond
to. Please think about that. Please think about
is what we're doing building trust with our
constituency. | think you know what the answer
to that is. Wen we engage in supporting
gerrymandering, please resist it. And please

t hi nk about what you're doing. Thank you. Thank
you. Assenbl ynenber Lackey. Assenbl ynenber
Wl | ace, you are recogni zed.

MEMBER WALLACE: Thank you, M. Speaker.
Menmbers. | rise today in strong opposition to
ACA 8, not sinply because of what it does, but
because of what it represents. ACA 8 represents
atit for tat strategy. |It's a reactive nove
that erodes our credibility, not just here at
home, but on the national and internationa
stage. |If we abandon the independent

redi stricting process that Californians created,
we don't just lose a tool, we lose trust. Qur
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citizens. Redistricting Conm ssion was born from
voter demand for fairness and transparency.
Whi | e drawi ng our current maps, the conmm ssion
hel d hundreds of public neetings, reviewed tens
of thousands of comments, and drew maps that
reflect people and comrunities, not politicians
and their preferences. That's not just good
governance. It's a nodel for the nation. Sone
point to Texas as a justification for this
proposal. But California doesn't follow. W
lead. We don't. Mere dysfunction. W set the
standard. Former Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
cal l ed gerrymandering the cancer of politics. He
chanpi oned the comm ssi on because he believed in
a systemthat puts voters first. That belief
still matters. | urge you. No vote.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  Thank you,
Assenbl ynmenber. Assenbl ynmenber Lowent hal, you're
recogni zed fromthe majority Leader's desk.

MEMBER LOWENTHAL: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
| love you, dad. 1've been deeply torn by the
nati onal redistricting debate that has engul fed
California. Beyond its vastly consequenti al
political inplications, this issue has profoundly

i npacted ne personally, because indelibly seared
in ny consciousness is the nenory of mny father
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working tirelessly over decades to create the

i ndependent redistricting system about which we
now debate. By way of background, ny dad, a
conmuni ty psychol ogi st, was elected to the
California state assenbly in 1998. He ran for
public office with the principal goals of
restoring public trust in political institutions
and ensuring that elected officials listened to
their constituents. To effectuate those ideals,
he believed that the independent redistricting
system was necessary. So in 2002, on this very
floor, he introduced a constitutional anendnent,
ACA 19 to create an independent redistricting
conmi ssion. But his attenpt received no support,
and it died. Undeterred, he reintroduced the

i ndependent redistricting comi ssion concept once
again in the Assenbly. But that effort, too
failed. And then, in 2006, as a state senator,
he reintroduced the concept as SCA3, and for the
first time ever, the concept of independent

redi stricting passed one of our bicaneral bodies.
However, as described by Common Cause quote,
somewhere in the one mnute walk fromthe Senate
clerk's office to the assenbly clerk's office,

SCA3 was |l ost for just |ong enough to m ss key
deadlines to keep the bill alive. The SCA' s
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failure was devastating, but ny dad' s unwavering
effort paved the way for the el ectorate to adopt
an i ndependent redistricting comm ssion two years
later. But his work did not end there. Upon
going to Congress in 2012, the first piece of

| egi sl ation he introduced was HR 2978, the |et
the People Draw the Lines Act. This legislation
woul d have required that all states establish

i ndependent redistricting comm ssions.
Tragically, the legislation was net by political
headwi nds and died. But despite that, my dad
pressed forward on his quixotic request to
establish reformon a national |evel because he
knew that a systemin which sone states had
districts drawn i ndependently and others don't
was fundanentally unfair. Because Congress
refused to hold a vote on his neasures, he
comenced advocating for reformin the courts.
In 2015, he led an anicus brief in support of
Arizona's right to form an i ndependent

commi ssion. And then in 2017, he | ed an am cus
brief in GIl v. Witford, which he asked the
Suprene Court to declare political gerrymandering
to be unconstitutional, although the Court did

not do so, Justice Kagan, in an opinion by
Justices G nsburg, Breyer, and Sotomayor, cited
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ny dad's brief witing, the congressional brief
descri bes a cascade of negative results from
excessive partisan gerrymandering, indifference
to swing voters and their views, extrene
political positioning designhated to placate the
party's base and fend off prinmary chall engers,

t he deval ui ng of negotiation and conprom se, and
the inpossibility of reaching pragmatic,

bi parti san solutions of the nation's problens. |
vigorously agree with the evils of gerrymandering
described in ny dad's brief and cited by Justice
Kagan. That notw t hstandi ng, because Texas has
now shanel essly affected the national bal ance of
power, our nation's denocracy is faced with the
exi gency of existential dinmensions. |If
unaddressed Texas actions which occurred w thout
the vote of its populace will disenfranchise
Californians and we nust not allow Californians
voices to be silenced. It is inperative that
Californians have a voice in selecting the
political party that controls Congress in 2026.
The nost fundanmental concept in our denocracy
upon which the collective value systemis
predicated, is fairness. Californians vote in

2026. Qur votes nust be nade on a | evel playing
field. This constitutional anmendnent ensures
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that we have that bal anced field. W nust al
continue to press Congress to create a national
system that elimnates unconstrained political
redistricting. But until that occurs, fair
representation for Californians cannot exi st
Wi thout this neasure. So today | proudly join
with ny father, the architect of this comm ssion,
inurging its tenporary suspension. |
respectfully ask for your I vote on ACA 8.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: Thank you,
Assenbl ynenber. Assenbl ynmenber Cork Silva, you
are recogni zed.

CORK SI LVA:  Thank you, Madam speaker and
menbers. | also stand in support of ACA 8.
Col | eagues, we are living through a dramatic and
hi storic nonent, a nonment to stand up for a
denocracy, one that will shape our future. For
generations across the country, we have w tnessed
efforts to mani pulate district lines, not to
represent people, but to cling to power, to
silence communities and to steal representation.
We saw this in Georgia, where three congressiona
seats were taken mdtermthrough redistricting.
W see it again in Texas, where five seats were

carved out at the reque st of President Trunp,
all without giving voters a voice. But here in

WWw. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

123


http://www.trustArray.com
http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 42-4  Filed 11/17/25

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:1827

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON
Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

Page 29 of 274

27

California, we have chosen a different path. Not
to steal, not torig, not to silence. W have
chosen to let the people decide, to let themvote
on the California maps. The California
redistricting plan is about fairness. |It's about
trust. So when critics cry power grab, let us be
clear. The plan is not a power grab. It is a
power return, returning power back to the
citizens of California. W did not start this
fight. W did not force this issue. It was
forced upon us by a president who has threatened,
cheated, and tried to steal congressional seats
to cling to power. Do not waste your breath

scol ding those of us who refused to roll over for
parti san nmaps that divide our communities. A
bully. And yes, our president acts as one, uses
power to intimdate, to harm and to cheat. He
has shown a pattern of refusing to accept the
results of free and fair elections in 2020. He
falsely clainmed victory. Wen he does not get
what he wants, he shouts, he insults, and | ashes
out like a spoiled child. If you claimto care
about justice and fairness, then answer this.
Where is your outrage when states silence voters

by carving up districts for partisan gain? Were
is your outrage when working famlies, seniors,
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veterans, and narginalized conmunities are pushed
to the sidelines and as they will be with the
Presi dent's new executive order just this week to
prohibit mail in ballots. M colleague from San
Di ego says actions speak | ouder than words. On
this point, we agree. California' s action is
clear. W are showing the nation howto rise
above partisan bickering and to stand for
denocracy. W are showi ng that the people, not
the politicians, should choose their
representatives. W will not stand idly by as a
bully screams and threatens. W will fight every
step of the way to protect our denocracy. Wy?
Because this is what our nation was founded on.

H story will remenber that when denocracy was
tested and California chose fairness,
transparency and the people's voice. You can

whi ne and conplain or you can stand with
denocracy, but you cannot do both. As President
Li ncol n rem nded us, elections belong to the
people. It's their decision. As Justice Ruth
Bader G nsburg said, real change, enduring
change, happens one step at a tine. And as Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Taught us, the tine is

al ways right to do what is right. Today,
California is drawing a line in the sand. W are
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standing boldly with the people. And today | ask
for your support for ACA 8.

MR SPEAKER:  Thank you, Assenbl ynmenber Cork
Silva. Assenbl ynenber top. You, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER TOP: Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise
in opposition to ACA A ACA A seek to destroy
denocracy and violating California constitution.
| think you all heard about ny personal story. |
left the country in 1982 at the age of 19 and |
cane here with ny famly for freedom And unti
today the country that | Left nore than 30 years
ago doesn't have any fair election. The country
had been ruled by one party and that party, they
make their own | aws and they been viol ated al
| ost over time. And it hooked ne and ny famly
and ny community for what happening here in
California. | still renmenber two and a hal f
years ago when | took an old office with all of
you, ny first office here. W are blessed that
we follow California State constitution. |
understand a | ot of you have different opinions
fromthe current federal adm nistration and ot her
state. However, what did we have in our office?

W may have different opinions, different ideas,
but at the end of the day we have one goal, to
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serve the people in California. California has
been very proud of independent citizen comm ssion
for the last 15 years. And for the |ast severa
days we have built about election and we didn't
have even 30 days for community inputs. That is
outrageous. Unbelievable. A lot of president
and comrunity nenbers in ny district, they've
been calling nme. They feel they really
frustrated. They didn't know what to do. They
Asked ne what is going on here. And you all know
that in ny sem district, heavily, heavily
i mm grant communities and a | ot of us, we cane
here for freedom So we really honor the
fairness because the country that we left has no
fair election whatsoever. So | urge you, | urge
you all to listen to the will of the people that
the people that we've been serving. Wy do we
need to follow other state? W elected by the
people who live in California. W are elected by
the people of California. 30 seconds. Wth that
| ask you to have a no vote on asa.

MR SPEAKER: Thank you assenbly nenber T.
Assenbly nenbers Bore, you are recogni zed

MEMBER BORE: Thank you, M. Speaker.

Menmbers, | rise today to express nmy full throated
support for ACA 8 nmenbers. W nust act today
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with an unfaltering commtnent to our denocracy.
Let's be clear. Today we are responding to a
serious emergency for our country. Today's vote
is an act of patriotism The vote today is about
protecting health care for mllions of our
people. It's about naking people feel safe
again. Al our people feeling safe again instead
of fearing that they'll be snatched off the
street with no warning. |It's about protecting
reproductive choi ce and saf eguardi ng our pl anet.
And it's about standing up and fighting an

unpr ecedent ed and exi gent march towards

di ctatorship. You know, ny dad fought for this
country in the Korean War. He fought and had
rheumatic fever and spent his life with health
care issues because of that and died an early
death. He enlisted in the Air Force because of
his |l ove for our country and his | ove for our
denocracy. He would be turning in his grave and
i f he understood what Donald Trunp was doi ng
today. Wen | ook into ny kids eyes, and
hopeful ly my grandkids eyes in the future, |
don't want to regret that we didn't fight hard
enough for them | want themto know that today

was an inportant day for our country, an
i nportant day for our denpbcracy, an inportant day
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for the United States of America that we | ove so
nmuch. | want themto know that we fought for
them we fought for their future. We did
everything in our power to assure that they could
live in a denocracy in the sane way that we have
lived in a denocracy for over 250 years, that we
fought for our famly, we fought for freedom W
nmust gi ve the next generation and the generation
after that the same benefits of our denocracy
that we have had. So on behalf of ny father, of
ny kids, ny future grandkids, of all of our Kkids,
of all of our future grandkids, | respectfully
ask for an | vote on ACA 8. Thank you, assenbly
nmenbers. Boar |eader Gallagher, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER GALLAGHER. Thank you, M. Speaker
And | want to start by saying | thank your father
for his righteous fight. And they culmnated in
the vote of the people that created our
| ndependent Citizens Redistricting Conm ssion.
And it's in that spirit that | really want to
encour age everybody that we should stick with
that. And I want to start by saying what this is
not about. It is not about Texas. And actually,

you all just conceded that by your vote this
nor ni ng when you anended ACA 8 to take out Texas
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as a condition, and that this bill that you are
voting on right now doesn't have Texas as a
condition and conmits California to going back to
gerrymandering. And you should really think

twi ce before you go ahead and. And do that

today. It's about power. W knowthat. |It's
about power on both sides, rigging congressional
districts to get partisan results. That's what a
gerrymander is. Now, the governor says it's
about fighting with. Fighting fire with fire.
And what | want to subnit to you all today is
that fighting fire with fire is the problem

It's not the solution. President Trunp is
fighting fire with fire. He saw how government

was weaponi zed against himw th a Denocratic

majority in Washington, D.C. in his first term
He saw how states |like Illinois and
Massachusetts, Hawaii, have severely

gerrymandered their congressional districts in
ways that ensure nore Denocratic nenbers are
elected. And he seeks to do the sanme thing in
Texas. He is wong to do so. Let ne repeat
again, he is wong to do so. Gavin is fighting
fire with fire. So now he's pushing this

redistricting plan, this Gavin Mander, illegally
agai nst the Constitution, as we pointed out tine

WWw. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

130


http://www.trustArray.com
http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 42-4  Filed 11/17/25

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:1834

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON
Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

Page 36 of 274

34

and tine again in the coomttee hearing. Wll,
the one conmittee hearing we had on policy
grounds. He's violating the Constitution and the
clear will of the voters who've already spoken
twice. W really don't need to ask hima third
tinme, guys. Twice they told us they want

i ndependent redistricting, fair representation
But where does it end? You nove forward today
and you have the power to do so. You can do
that, and Gavin can nove forward. He's a
governor. He has the power. G eg Abbott has the
power. |In Texas. You nove forward fighting fire
with fire, what happens? You burn it all down.
And in this case, it affects our nost fundanenta
American principle, representation. Wasn't that
the battle cry of our founding forebears? No
taxation without representation. But the
people's right to representation is exactly what
wi Il be sacrificed when we conti nue down this
road. Wen after you do it Mssouri does it or

I ndi ana does it. Colorado is tal king about doing
it. At the end of that, the parties wll
determ ne who represents and the people will be
powerl ess to elect their own representatives.

And we' ve al ready seen evidence of that in how
sonme of these districts are proposed to be drawn.
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There's really only one way to stop it. Soneone
has to refrain fromstriking back and show a
better way. And with that, | would Iike

permi ssion to read sone very w se words that |
think will be wi thout objection. Wthout

obj ection. You have heard it said, an eye for an
eye and a tooth for a tooth. But | say to you

do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone
sl aps you on the right cheek, turn to himthe

ot her also. 30 seconds. You have heard that it
was sai d, you shall |ove your neighbor and hate
your eneny. But | say to you, |ove your enenies
and pray for those who persecute you, so that you
nmay be the sons of your Father who is in heaven
For he nakes the sun rise on the evil and the
good, and he sends rain on the just and the
unjust. You, therefore, nust be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect. Today |I'msubnitting
to you, Let us turn the other cheek. Let us show
the better way. What nore powerful statenent

will we have if Republicans and Denocrats

toget her said, enough is enough? W're not going
to do this. And Texas, you shouldn't do it
either. Thank you, Leader Galvan. One |ast

point. I'msorry. Qur denocracy will persist as
long as we fight back. And if there is one
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weakness that we have right now in our republic
is that legislators are not standing up to
executives of their own party. Thank you, Leader
Gal | agher. And that's what we need to do. Thank
you, Leader Gallagher. Assenblynmenber Carrill o,
you are recogni zed.

MEMBER CARRI LLO.  Thank you, M. Speaker and
menbers. | rise in support of ACA8. This is a
rough position that our country and our denopcracy
is in these days. Leaders in D.C. and across
the country have tinme and tine again proven that
they are willing to bend, stretch, and outright
break the law if it neans they are gaining nore
power. They are unashanedly trying to change the
rules in the mddle of the gane, underm ne our
institutions. And chess flat cheat because they
know that is what it will take for themto have a
chance to win. | urge you to support this
nmeasure to give our constituents and our state a
chance to fight with even odds. If at halftine
one team decides they're going to play the second
half with 15 players instead of 11, we can
di sagree and cry foul all we want, but we wl|
Play the second half by the sane old rules. Wth

11 players, we put our team and the people we're
pl aying for at a huge di sadvantage. And for
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what? Pride? Principle? No nenbers. There is
far too nuch at stake. They have nade t hat
painfully clear. Obviously, all of us on this

fl oor would rather not be spending our tine on
this issue. There is certainly no shortage of
pressing i ssues our constituents need us to
address. But the unfortunate reality is that
this president has manufactured this issue. And
| would argue that there is no issue nore
pressing than ensuring Californians get the
opportunity to play by the same rules as the rest
of the country, even if we don't |ike what those
rules are. Menbers, | urge you. | vote on ACBA
Thank you. Thank you, Assenbly nenber Carrillo.
Assenbly nenber Mark CGonzal ez, you are

recogni zed.

MEMBER GONZALEZ: Thank you. M. Speaker
and nmenbers, | rise today in strong support of
ACA 8, the map that |leads to you. Because this
is not just about redistricting. It is about the
survival of our denmocracy. | was born in
McAl | en, Texas, where voter suppression wasn't
theory, it was reality. | saw nei ghbors turned
away at the polls. | saw fanilies silenced. |

saw entire communities erased fromthe nmap. As a
Latino, | know exactly what it | ooks |ike when

WWw. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

134


http://www.trustArray.com
http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 42-4  Filed 11/17/25

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:1838

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON
Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

Page 40 of 274

38

politicians draw raci st maps to hold power. Wen
they deci de sonme voi ces count and others do not.
That nenory never |eaves you. And now | see
Trunp and his allies running the same pl aybook
across Texas, across Florida, across this
country. They cannot win on ideas. They cannot
W n on conpassion. They cannot win on the
nerits. So what do they do? They change the
rules. They rig the lines. And as our Texas
Denocratic coll eagues said yesterday, they shield
their racismwith their party line. That is not
patriotism That is oppression with a ballot in
its hand. This is an energency. Trunp has

al ready shown us the Iength he will go. He sent

| CE agents to the schools where our children

| earn, the churches we pray, the fields where we
work to intimdate, to divide, and to silence

di ssent. He weaponi zed fear against inm grant
fam|ies because he knows cruelty is cheaper than
conpassion. He tore famlies apart not to keep
our country safe, but to score political points.
California protects famlies. W do not divide
them And |ook at health care. Trunp's big,
ugly bill ripped $900 billion out of Medicaid

just to line the pockets of the wealthy few
That is not reform That is robbery. It
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threatens coverage for 3 mllion Californians,
puts our seniors at risk, and sends rural
hospitals to to their graves. Seniors, children,
working famlies left with nothing. That's not
policy. That is punishnment. This is |ife and
death. And yet, while they strip our people of
health care while they weaponize immgration
raids, while they tilt the scal es of denocracy.
What they fear nost is not us. Wat they fear
nost is the people. This is why ACA nmatters.
Thi s measure does not force maps on anyone. It
gives California a choice. It lets the people
hold the pen and draw their future. So | ask,
why are Republicans so afraid of the people? Wy
are they so afraid of denocracy itself? Every
state in Anerica should have i ndependent
redistricting. Every voter should have a choice.
But until they do, California cannot and will not
play the by rigged rules. |[If Texas wants to
carve up districts to keep their wannabe dictator
in power, we will not bow If Florida wants to
silence voters of color, we will not sit quietly.
Because when denocracy is attacked, silence is
surrender. And California has never been and

will never be a state that surrenders.
California will fight back. Because this is not
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just about the maps. This is about dignity.

This is about whether a Latino child in Texas, a
black famly in Florida, or an inmgrant
conmunity in California has a voice in their own
denocracy nenbers. History is watching. Qur
comunities are watching. And they will renenber
not just what we said in this chanber, but

whet her we had the courage to act. ACA 8 is that
act. It's not just a bill, it's shield. A

shi el d agai nst racist maps, a shield agai nst
voter suppression, A shield for denocracy itself.
It's not just a policy. It's a promise. A

prom se that denocracy in California will not be

dictated by the hand of tyranny, but witten by

the will of the people. | did not cone to this
floor, like many of you, with the polite request.
| cane with a call. A call to conscience, a call

to courage and a call to history. Denocrats
fight to survive. Republicans fight to dom nate.
And when you fight to dom nate, you stop at
not hi ng. You cheat, you rig. You kill denopcracy
in the process. Because denocracy may bend, but
here in California, it will not break. Not on
our watch. Not on this floor, not in this state.

Si sas Pueda, | respectfully ask for your. |
vote. Thank you, Assenbl ynenber Mark Gonzal ez.
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Assenbl ynenber Banta, you are recogni zed.
MEMBER BANTA: Thank you. M. Speaker and
nmenbers, | rise today on behalf of the
Beauti ful people of 8018 of Gakland, Al aneda
and Eneryville, and as a proud co aut hor of
AC88, which would allow each and every
Californian the opportunity to weigh in on our
very future. The President and the
Congressional majority have been so focused on
i npl enenting the deeply unpopul ar policies of
Proj ect 2025 that they forgot about the wll
and needs of the people that they serve. Since
the policies of the federal adm nistration and
that majority are so incredibly unpopul ar, they
deci ded they needed to rewite the rules to
win FromTexas to Florida to Indiana, this
adm nistration is pressuring governors to
create new red districts to silence Anericans
nati onwide. ACA 8 is a direct response to the
life threatening policies that Trunp and this
maj ority Congress have taken. And this AC8 is
our opportunity, the people's opportunity to
enpower Californians to neutralize that threat
Californians are witnessing for the firsthand

the very devastating effects of this
presi dency. That's why we nust treat this like
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the energency that it is now |Illness and
suffering have no party preference. And the
lives of people in these districts are our
collective responsibility. So | want to renind
you, as chair of the Assenbly Health Conmittee,
what is at stake. Just this week, our
committee has gotten to hear fromthe public,
fromour agencies, fromhealth care facilities
across the state, fromour advocates, what HR1l
Trump's big ugly bill will have, what kind of
impact that will have, howit will ensure that
$900 billion in Medicaid funding to pay for tax
breaks for the ultra wealthy. How these tax
cuts will take care of out of reach, take care,
out of reach of many of our seniors, children
and famlies. How over 3 nmillion Californians
could lose their nedical coverage under the new
Republ i can provi sions passed. How over 100

Pl anned Parenthood clinics across the state may
be forced to close their doors, robbing 22,000
peopl e a nonth, a nonth of reproductive care,
STl testing, cancer screenings of wonmen's
health care, and put out of reach for decades,
for the first time, over 1 nillion Californians

who rely on those services annually. Let's be
rem nded of the fact that our hospitals are
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rural hospitals as well. Kern Valley
Heal t hcare District, Ooville Hospital
Fairchild Medical center, and the countless

ot her healthcare facilities that are scraping
by as the Trump cuts away at crucial funding
for them How this inpacts every single one of
our health care systens, decimating our ability
to provide care for mllions of Californians.
So when we tal k about what is at stake today,
what is at stake is the very lives of our
constituents. W cannot be m staken about

that. So today we nust ensure that every
Californian has the ability to be protected, to
be represented in Congress, and to continue to
stand up agai nst the attacks on our denocracy
wherever they may rise. And | just have to say
this as a worman, the never endi ng executive
orders, the insistence on basically taking us
back to a ti ne when wonen have no voi ce, when
our people have not the ability to | ove who
they want to |love and marry who they want to
marry and have that be recogni zed and be able
to have the care that they need, whether that
be abortion care or basic health care. That is

the world that this majority Congress is trying
to turn us back to. And | absolutely refuse to
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stand here on this green carpet and | et
Congress and this Trunp adm nistration do that
to us, do that to Californians, do that to this
country. So nake no mstake. W are taking
these acti ons because we are in unprecedented
times.

MR. SPEAKER 30 seconds.

MEMBER BANTA: Absolutely. And we nust
take protective action with that. |
respectfully ask for your. | vote on ACA 8.

MR. SPEAKER  Thank you, Assenbl ynenber
Banta. Assenblynenber Di Mai o, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER DI MAI O  Thank you, M. Speaker.
Gavin Newsom s corrupt redistricting schene is
worse than snake oil. It's arsenic to our
denocracy. You stand here, he's out there
pontificating that in order to save denocracy, we
nmust destroy it. In order to enpower the people,
we nust silence themand strip power fromthe
Citizens Redistricting Conmittee. No one is
going to fall for this. The voters want citizens
to draw the lines, not politicians. You sit here
and say, let the voters decide. They have

al ready decided in 2010 over your objection, over
the political class's objection. They gathered
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signatures and they put an initiative on the
bal | ot that said, enough is enough. No nore
gerrymandering. They saw the ill that
gerrymandering represents to our denocracy. They
saw the corruption. They saw the | ack of
transparency. They saw the bribery, the vote
rigging, politicians carving out conmunities,
silencing voices. And they said, enough. No
nore gerrymandering. |In California, our voters
are just. Well, they're nore advanced than ot her
states voters. They got it right a lot earlier.
They gave us a gold standard in the Citizens

Redi stricting Conm ssion. And what you're doing
is saying, no, we don't care what they said in
2010. W are not listening to them Wat they
voted for, to strip this body of the power that
you are now apparently exercising in violation of
the state constitution. The fact that we're even
tal ki ng about redistricting on this floor today
is a violation of the oath to uphold the state
constitution. The fact that we're voting on a
nmap today purportedly drawn up by the
legislature, it's in violation of Article 21.

You don't possess the authority to do this.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: The voters al ready
deci ded and took you..
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MR. SPEAKER: Qut of the process. But here
we are today. Here we are today violating the
state constitution by even voting on these three
itenms. You know what we've witnessed in the |ast
three weeks? This circus is exactly underscoring
the wi sdom of the voters in 2010. Let ne go
through the differences between what they created
with the independent citizen redistricting
commi ssi on and what all of you have shown you're
capable of in the last three weeks. Citizens
draw the map under the citizens redistricting
process. Under this process, politicians are
mani pul ating the lines under the redistricting
commi ssion that the citizens created. Al of
their neetings are open neetings. Under their
rul es, the conmm ssioners are barred from having
any conversation ex parte. You |lawers in the
room know what that nmeans. You're not allowed to
t ake proposals or talk about |ines or draw maps.
Al the map drawi ng occurs in real time on
canera, in open session. W know that these naps
were drawn behind cl osed doors by a bunch of
political consultants and yet none of you are
willing to put your nanes or reveal the nanes of

who drew the nmaps. The citizens conm ssion has
to do it on a nonpartisan basis. You are openly
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admitting you're doing it for partisan advantage.
Citizens on the Assenbly Menber DeMaio. Assenbly
Menber DeMai o, you're out of order. Please do
not inpugn the notives of nenbers. Thank you.
Citizens on the redistricting comm ssion are
barred for 10 years for seeking from seeki ng any
el ection, county, state or federal. W know that
| egislators that are involved in this process are
actively preparing canpaigns to run for these
districts. The citizens process created
conpetitive districts where voters voices are

par amount and deterni ne the outcone of the

el ection. The maps that you're trying to inpose
are not conpetitive. And in fact, you take rura
voters and you shove themin with urban voters to
dilute their voice. How undenocratic. You want
to tal k about stripping people of their voice? |
heard nmy col |l eague from Los Angel es and nany of
you say we're doing this to protect health care.
30 seconds. We're doing this because California
is losing noney. | wi sh you fought harder to
solve the problens of this state. As hard as
you're fighting for sone of these congressional
districts for yourself and your coll eagues.

wi sh you would fight to actually sol ve real
probl emrs happeni ng here in California that
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actually matters. Look, the voters are
ultimately going to be forced to decide this
again. | think that once they understand what's
going on, they will vote you down. Now, | know
you're trying your hardest with a di shonest
ballot title. Thank you, Assenblynmenber. To
deprive themof a Fair office. Assenblynemnber
DeMai o.

MEMBER DEMAI G  Thank you, Assenbl ynemnber
Sumit. Menber Schultz, state your point of
order. Yes, | would strongly encourage ny
col | eague to adhere to the rules of this body. |
have a copy of those rules if you' d |like to Read
it. Thank you, M. Speaker. Thank you.
Assenbly Menber Schultz. Point is well taken.
Assenbly Menber Bryan, you are recognized

MEMBER BRYAN:. Thank you, M. Speaker and
col | eagues, | rise in strong support of ACA 8.
And like at least 2/3 of you in this room | read
the constitutional anmendment which nakes it very
clear that we are not approving any maps in this
body. W are giving the voters the deci sion.
Sormet hing that isn't happening in Texas. And
even doi ng that was sonething we had to debate

fiercely. California s responsibility to
Californians and Californians responsibility to
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this country. W didn't want to be in this
situation. The authoritarian in the Wite House
put us in this situation when he used House
Republicans in Texas to di senfranchi se vul nerabl e
people. After those maps in Texas are approved.
A Latino voice in Texas is worth one third of the
representation as a white voice. A black voter
in Texas is worth one fifth of the representation
of a white voter in Texas. | didn't say three
fifths. There was no conpronise. | said one
fifth. That is the kind of gerrymandering, that
is the kind of theft that they are perpetuating.
And we can't just sit by and let it happen. W
won't just sit by and let it happen. But that
doesn't nean we | ose ourselves. That's why when
| was chair of the Elections Committee, |

aut hored an update to the Fair Maps act that
prevent ed i ncunbency from bei ng a consideration
in map drawing. And every single Republican on
this floor voted against it. That's why

aut hored | egislation calling for independent

redi stricting comi ssions on school boards and
counties and special districts all throughout the
state. And every Republican in this House voted

against it. How convenient to switch your tone
when you are now on the line. Wen we are
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st eppi ng up and speaking the way Californians
deserve for us to stand up and fight. Because we
are tired of of being the punching bag of this
country. Wen we freely give. Wen North
Carolina is on fire, we show up. Wen a
hurricane hits Florida, we show up. Wen Texas
is flooding, we show up. W don't wait for
Canada and Mexico to show up first like Texas did
supporting Los Angeles this year, we cone

i mredi ately. Wen we pay $80 billion nore in
federal taxes than we get back, we don't

conplain. W know our role is to support others.
And when the biggest disaster to ever hit our
state hits and we ask for a portion of our own
dol I ars back and you withhold it, we have to
change our tone. W have to step up. Because
your silence is deafening. Wen they took health
care and food and veterans assi stance and they
made it harder for students to go to college and
they put trillions of dollars in national debt.
And you said nothing. That forced us to step
into the void when they held our nunber one
public university hostage for a billion dollars
of California tax dollars. And you have said

nothing. W had to step into that void. You
tal k about fighting fire with fire and how we
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shoul dn't do that, while sinultaneously a nenber
of your own caucus just yesterday asked the
Department of Justice and Pam Biondi to
investigate us crimnally. | took that
personal ly that you didn't say anything. W are
not just going to sit by and | et our denocracy
crunble here in California. W' re standing on
business. And | respectfully ask for your | vote
Assenbl ynmenber Bryan. Assenbl ynmenber G bson, you
are recogni zed.

MEMBER G BSON: Thank you very nuch, M.
Speaker. That was a nmic drop. | wasn't going to
say anything, but two of my colleagues just said
somet hi ng about being silent that caused ne to
reflect on what | said on this floor over the 11
years that |'ve been on this floor. And let ne
just say, and just repeat what | said since |'ve
been on this green carpet fromDr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Life begins inlife. Life begins the
nonent you start being silent about the things
that matter. |In the end, you will not renenber
the words of your enenies, but the silence of
your friends. So being on this floor today, |
cannot sit by and be silent on the things that

matter. This is a defining nmonment in history in
California. So | know we referenced our governor
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multiple times on this floor, but | am proud of
Gavin Newsom who had the courage to stand up and
be bold when a | ot of governors refuse to stand
up and be bold to stand up and let California to
stand up and be bold and be courageous in this
nmonment, saving denocracy. Understand this, that
our denocracy in the United States is on life
support right now. And it takes courage, courage
to stand up and be counted. W are in a defining
monment in Anrerica. And | amso proud to be a

menber of the California state |egislature right

now that no other state is being. |Is standing up
and being counted. Wen this president, | am
enmbarrassed. | am enbarrassed to even call him

president. Picking on the nost vul nerable people
anong us, sending in ice ages to snatch our
students wearing nmasks. That's what happened in
third world countries. How can we not stand up
and do what we're doing? It's about a third
term Doing sonething that no other president
dared to do. It's about taking back. [It's about
changi ng the Constitution of the United States of
Ameri ca and make no m stake about it, they didn't
hi de what they were trying to do. Right now,

it's about Project 2025. And it's been said tine
and tinme again, if California do not do this, we
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are just handing over the Constitution of the
United States of America. And it started with
the United States Suprenme Court. It is about our
human rights. So to ny coll eague who's not here,
who tal ks about the phone calls that he received
and it's about himcomng to this country, well,
it's about the little old | adies who fought in
the 60s and the 50s in order to get human rights,
civil rights, wonen's rights, LGTQrights in
this country, who can right now be taken away
fromus in this country, in the United States of
America. It's about the next generation that we
may not even have any bl ack people serving in
office to have representation. |It's about 10
African Anerican nenbers of Congress that could
be wi ped away in Congress if we don't stand up
and be counted. And California stands in the way
of that happening. So we cannot afford not to do
anything. So |I'm proud of Speaker Revis standing
up and being counted and bei ng bold and being in
this time, making sure that California is
counted. It's about nmaking sure that, that we
stand in the way of this man and his power. So,
yes, it's about ACA 8. It's about us wal ki ng out

of this roomtoday and hol di ng our head up high
for the next generation. 30 seconds. W can
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make a difference, and we shall make a
di fference, making sure that we save the
denocracy for not only for the next generations
who will sit in this seat, stand on this floor
but it's about our grandchildren and the | egacy
that we will |eave behind. So I'masking for the
54 courageous Denobcrats because we al ready know
what the other side won't do with a strong |
vote. Thank you, Assenbl ynmenber G bson
Assenbl ynmenber Di xon, you are recogni zed.
MEMBER DI XON:  Well, a lot has been said.
It's been a very enotional norning, | think, to
bring the tenperature down. |'m struck by what
we're trying to do today with HC8, and |
respectfully amopposed to it. A lot of things
was going to say have already been said just to
rem nd everyone, the independent, and thanks to
your father, M. Speaker, the best words were
sai d about the independence of a citizen driven
conmittee to decide to draw the lines of the
vote. So all this talk today about denocracy
does not do honor to Congressman or state Senator
Lowent hal and Congressman Lowent hal, who fought
for the rights of the people to have a voice in

our denocracy. Wsat strikes nme is in yesterday,
if I my read a portion of an editorial on the
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Wall Street Journal, M. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER Wt hout objection.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCIA: |'ma rea
practical, pragmatic person, so |'m seeing where
probl enms happen and how we can fix problens. So.
So the superngjority in this legislature is
speaking in loud ternms, often rude, about
denocracy. You have denocracy in your hands.

You are in the super majority. |It's the mnority
that is concerned about denbcracy and the signs
of a lack of denocracy. Wen conmi ssions are
bei ng ignored, the voters are being ignored, the
peopl e are being ignored, the people who. Wo
want their voices heard in an i ndependent way.
Yesterday's Wall Street Journal said, and |

guote, the real House. This is the House of
Representatives, Congress. W were just making
reference to denocratic nightnare. This is al
about nunbers. Denocrats could |ose 10 seats in
2030 because voters are fleeing the blue states.
Remind us all, Californiais a blue state. So
et me give you the nunbers. Start with the
nunbers. Between 2020 and 2024, California |ost
1.4 million people. And where did they go? They

may have gone to Kansas. That is larger than the
popul ati on of Kansas have left California. And
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that resulted in 2020 in the | oss of four
congressional seats in California. So you're
fighting, the super mgjority is fighting to
protect seats that you think are going away.

You' ve already lost them Wy did you already

| ose those four seats? And why are you
continuing? Wy is the other party continuing?
Wy is California |losing population? Wy is that
affecting California? And the projectionis in
2030, California will | ose four nore seats.

MR SPEAKER.  Wy?

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  And al so an
additional fact |I did not know. Between 2020 and
2024, California's popul ation under the age of 18
shrank by 523,000 people. W have to ask
oursel ves, why are people leaving California?
It's because of |aws that have been enacted in
this state in the last 15 years that have driven
out business, that driven out people for reasons
rel ated to education, the quality of education,
quality of safety in our communities. They have
left the state. They're going to other states,
whet her it's Texas, whether it's Onhio, whether
it's Florida, whether it's Nevada, they're going

to other states because they do not like the
policies that are comng out of this state. So
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until California and its representatives in this
body begin to realize what is not connecting with
the laws that are being passed and the peopl e,
the voters of California, all this histrionics
today, all this, the sky is falling. Chicken
Little. Denocracy is failing.

MR SPEAKER: 30 seconds.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: Denocracy is Being
saved by people who realize it's not being
represented by, by the super najorities that have
been hol ding power in this state for the last 10
or 15 years. Look at our policy. But we can
find $250 million for a special election when
heal th care, when community safety, Prop 36,
wi | df i re managenent wi ped of f out of the budget.
But $250 million nagically appears to protect
denocracy. Denocracy starts here. Keep people
in California, keep our businesses in California,
keep our families in California, and you know
what? You'll have nore votes probably, and nore
congressi onal representation

MR. SPEAKER.  Thank you, Assenbl ynenmber
Di xon.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: Thank you very

nuch.
MR, SPEAKER:. Assenbl ynenber Jackson, you are
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recogni zed.

MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you very much. M.
Speaker. Perm ssion to have a prop. M.
Jackson, we are not going to allow props today.
Not a problem M. Speaker, | wanted to rise
because it's hard to have a thorough di scussion
or debate in which today has been a very good
debate. Wen we tal k about the role of
denocracy, it sinply cannot happen wi thout a real
consideration and a real review of our U S.
constitution and the Federalist Papers thensel ves
to understand the real wi sdom of our founders and
just how nuch thought they put into all the
di fferent checks and bal ances that were necessary
to ensure that this denocracy can hold. And one
of those things is found in the Federalist Papers
nunber 10, where Madi son specifically tal ks about
the roles of the state. And over 200 years ago,
Madi son said that there will be a tine where a
fractious |eader will enmerge and that fractious
| eader will begin to do things to consolidate
power. There will be a tine when the executive
and the legislative and the judiciary fail their
constitutional responsibility to properly provide

a check and bal ance. So Madi son says, therefore
is now up to the states to provide yet another
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stopgap to begin to hold on to slow down this
fractious novenent until the next election cycle.
So there is sonething special that we are doing
today. There is sonething very constitutional
that we are doing today to ensure that we do our
part of having the nost fair election process as
possi bl e given the circunstances of the nation
And then in the Federalist Papers numnber 16,

Ham | ton says that at the end of the day, when

our three branches of governnment may fail, even
the actions of states may fail. But Ham|ton
says sonething beautiful. He says when it al

el se fails, that the nunber one protector of our
denocracy he calls the natural guardians. And
those natural guardi ans are the people
thenmselves. And so an assenbly constitutional
anendnent says the |egislature has a
recommendati on for you natural guardi ans that we
believe is inportant enough for you to consider.
But at the end of the day, this denobcracy is not
ours. W are only your representatives. At the
end of the day, the denocracy and the
preservation of this denocracy lies in your
hands. 30 seconds. Therefore, there's nothing

nore denocratic, there is nothing nore
constitutional, there is nothing that fulfills
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both the letter and the spirit of our denocracy
than to allow the people of California to nake
the final say. | respectfully asked for an
vote. Assenbl ynenber Jackson, Assenbl ynenber
Bennett, you are recognized.

MEMBER BENNETT: Thank you very rmuch, M.
Speaker. There have been many powerful, | ogical,
cogent argunments made today. And so | hope ny
hunbl e comrents can just add a little bit. |
would like to direct my conments to those
denocratic advocates in our state who are
questioning whether this is the right nove for us
to make, who are wondering whether this politica
effort to counter Texas is the appropriate thing.
But 1'd like to say to them let's put this
nmonment in national perspective, let's put it in
gl obal perspective, let's put it in historical
perspective, and that is that there's always been
a fundamental question, how do you transfer
power? How do governnents transfer power? And
it can be done by violent brute force or it can
be done by denocratic actions. And our founding
fathers, to their great credit, and I w sh there
were nothers there also, right, they sent us down

on a path where we transfer power peacefully by
followi ng certain denocratic rules and norns as
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we nove on. And followi ng those rul es has been
essential for us as we nove. But today, in the
world, in this country and in the world, we have
autocrats that are desperately trying to
consolidate their power by weakeni ng denocracy,
by changing the rules of the gane. And so to ny
friends out there that are questioni ng whet her
this is the right nove, | want to say autocrats
are counting on you to stand by and say, you
know, | like the old rules. | want to play by
the old rules. | don't like the newrules. And
they're counting on you to do that while they
consolidate power with their newrules. And it's
a false scenario to say that we can defeat that,
that we can win by holding onto the old rules
whi | e sonebody consol i dates power. A few decades
ago, Russians had a denocracy, but Russians | ost
that denocracy as autocrats and the oligarchs
consol i dated power. They only have to get enough
to be at a tipping point. And now, today, and |
want to conplinment ny coll eague across the aisle
who admitted that what Texas is doing is wong.

| really admire that. But turning the other
cheek is not the way to fight this particular

situation. Russians turn the other cheek and
they no | onger have the ability to fight back.
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Today, Texas is changing the rules in a way that
weakens California's ability to have input on who
control s the vast powers of the federa
governnent. |If Californians don't take this
opportunity to block Texas's action, we come one
step closer to losing our ability to bl ock the
autocrats and the oligarchs out there. W cone
one step closer to beconing a country doni nated
by those oligarchs. One step closer to letting
intimdation, deceit, and fal se outrage that's
paid for by the oligarchs with nedia outlets that
put daily false outrage that appeals and confuses
the voters of the United States. And we cone one
step closer to that kind of society if we don't
take this very inportant step to counter this.
Because once you | ose, once you cross that
critical threshold, you may never be able to go
back to what we had. So, to ny dear friends that
are out there that have contacted me and say, |
don't know, | hope you will renenber and keep in
nmnd the historical nmonment that this is here
today. 30 seconds. Thank you very much. [1'I]
cede ny 30 seconds and respectfully ask for the.

| vote on AC8. Thank you. Thank you, M.

Bennett. Menbers, the drilling that you hear is
not inside your head. |It's actually taking place
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in the construction. | want to renind al

nmenbers that is not picked up on your

m crophones. Pl ease continue. Assenblynmenber E
Hawari, you are recogni zed.

EL HAWARI: Good norning, M. Speaker and
nmenbers. | rise in support of ACA 8 because the
only reason we're here today is Donald Trunp.

And Republicans are terrified of voters. They
know people aren't buying their lies, so they're
trying torig the rules and cheat the gane. At
the same tine, Trunp has weaponi zed inmm gration
to create fear. And what did Republicans in
Washi ngton do? They responded by giving I CE nore
noney to tear even nore famlies apart. In ny
district, that nmeans nei ghbors who are being
racially profiled, Anerican citizens who are

pi cked up by federal agents just for the col or of
their skin. It means famlies who are too scared
to leave their hones. Fanilies |ike nmy own, ny
Guat ermral an not her and nmy Mexi can stepfather, both
American citizens who are afraid to |l eave their
hone because this is not about denobcracy. It's
about intimdation and it's unconstitutional.

And now Trunp is repeating sone of the ugliest

times in our nation's history. He wants a census
t hat excl udes undocunented i nm grants, the sane
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way they tried to ensure that enslaved people
were not fully counted back when they first
created the Constitution. And as if that were
not enough, he's also pushing to cancel mail in
ballots, silencing mllions of voters who depend
on their right to vote. To those on the other
si de, explain how silencing voters is the sane
thing as protecting them O is it just about
protecting your power at the federal |level? So
when Republicans stand up here tal ki ng about
transparency or protecting voters, don't be
fooled. The truth is, the crisis started in a
Republ i can state, Texas lit a match, and
California is sinply leveling the playing field
instead of waiting until Abbott and Trunp burn
our own house down. ACA 8 does not give us an
advantage. It gives us fairness. And let's not
forget, this is going to the voters. So if you
are opposing this, you. You are siding with
hypocri sy and voter suppression because you want
to tal k about what's unconstitutional. You only
want to tal k about what's unconstitutional when
it cones to what you believe is happening in
California. But when it's the United States of

Anerica, you're okay with Trunp mandering and
Trunp pandering. | urge an | vote. Thank you.
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MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you, Assenbl ynmenber El
Hawari. Assenbl ynenber Gabriel, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER GABRI EL: Thank you very nuch, M.
Speaker. Colleagues, | rise today with sadness
and also with conviction. And | think it's
i nportant, as many of our col | eagues have said,
that we take a nonent and step back and ask
ourselves, how did we arrive at this nonent? And
| see it as | often do, through nmy lens as a
parent, as a father of young kids, and | wll
tell you, everyone who has had the bl essing of
bei ng a parent understands what is going on here.
Start playing a card gane with my five year old.
He feels like it isn't going his way. He feels
like he might lose. And so he starts to change
the rules. And that's what we have, that is
transparently what is happening with this
president. He understands that his policies are
not popul ar. He understands that people do not
want himto continue to be able to be unchecked
in Washington. And so rather than change his
policies or play by the rules, he's trying to
change the rules. And they are noving forward

and changing the rules in the nost undenocratic
fashion. And that has put those of us in
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California in a very difficult position. How do
we respond? Wat do we do in this nmonment? And
what we have from our coll eagues on the other
side of the aisle is saying, close your eyes. Be
willfully blind. Ignore what is happening in the
rest of the country, as if we in California are
immune to that. Stand down. Do nothing
unilaterally, surrender. But to me, there are
deep noral inmplications to that unil atera
Surrender. There are real inpacts to our people,
to, to our population, to our planet and to our
denocracy. And so there are many of us that feel
that California cannot stand idly by in this
nonent, will not stand idly by in this nonent.

W owe it to our children to stand up and be
counted. And so what do we do when we have these
two arguments, Those who say California should do
not hi ng, and those who say California should
stand up and fight back. W do what is
fundanental |y the nost denocratic thing that we
can do. W asked the people of the state of
California to weigh in on that. Qur coll eagues
have sat here and | ectured us about what the
peopl e want. They have sat here and told us,

they talked to us repeatedly about denocracy.
Well, good. Let's let denocracy decide. The one
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argunment here to which they cannot rebut and wl|
never be able to rebut is that the ultimate
deci sion here rests with the people of the state

of California. Donald Trunp will not decide

this. Gavin Newsomw || not decide this.
Congress will not decide this. This legislature
will not decide this. The people of the state of

California will get to decide what they want to
do at this pivotal nmonent in history. And that,
to me, is what nakes this the right approach. So
we heard from our coll eague from Wstmi nster. He
said, listen to the people. | agree. Let's
listen to the people. Let's let the people vote.
Let's let the people have their nmonent to make
this decision. They have the wi sdom they have
the judgnment. And | amconfident that they wll
want to stand up and fight back to protect our
denocracy. And with that, and in the spirit of
giving our citizens and our voters the
opportunity to nmake this consequential decision,
respectfully request an | vote on ACA 8. Thank
you, Assenbl ynenber Gabriel, Assenbl ynenber
Sal ache, you are recogni zed.

MEMBER SALACHE: Thank you, M. Speaker,

menbers and to everyone wat ching out there,
Ameri cans, international comunity. This is not
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a Republican, Denocrat or independent issue.

This is an American issue. People have died,
peopl e have suffered to save denbcracy. | assure
you that if today we took a vote in this sane
floor and that board, that we all |ike to watch
the outcones of the votes, if we put a vote about
the I ndependent comm ssion taking their action
every 10 years, it would be a unani nous vote.
Because not only have the Republicans, but
Denocrats have acknow edged that, that that's the
way to go. | agree. |It's the golden standard
that California has set for the nation. And as
they say, as California goes, so does the nation.
So | couldn't agree with you nore that we have to
protect that in California for The sake of not
only Californians, but for America. But, |adies
and gentlenen, and to all our conmunities, our
LGBT conmunity, our imrgrant comunity, we have
to raise our voices for Californians and for
Anerica today. Now, let's not forget that in
this action, the comrission will continue doing
the work so that we don't have to take any nore
votes, that they will continue doing the work
after the 2030 process. This is a tenporary

approach to react to what's happening with other
states. And so | agree with the mnority |eader.
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The president is wong on this one, and Texas is
wong on this one. | agree with him

whol eheartedly. And that's why | am proud, as |
have had sonme concerns about this process, that
California will continue to have its independent
comi ssi on process. But you see, |adies and
gentl emren, and everyone here today, | was sent to
Sacranento to represent al nost 500, 000
constituents. | proudly represent a high

i mm grant, undocumented community. Con nucho
ruyo y con nmucho corazon. |'mhere representing
them and bei ng a voi ce, because just this norning
on Atlantic Boulevard in ny city of Linwood, at

t he barbershop, there's three | CE agents trying
to force thenselves into the barbershop. And
once I'mdone, | will happily drop that video for
you to watch. I'Il airdrop it so you can al

have it happened this norning in ny own
comunity. The very sane people that send ne to
represent them people who |ook like ne, are
being racially profiled and ki dnapped on the
streets on the way to work, accessing health care
while taking their kids to school or even going
to church. How disgusting is that? |mmgrants

are not the problem Qur diversity nakes our
state and our country strong. California's
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immgrant communities are vital part of this
prosperity through all our nation. | will not
sit back and watch | CE kidnap nore nenbers of ny
conmunity. Qur community. | ask all of us that
we tenporarily do this for Arerica. People are
wat ching not only locally, but internationally.
And | bring not only my heart, ny voice today to
this Capitol to ensure that the 500,000 people
that | represent in nmy conmunity of Linwood,

Sout hgat e, Maywood, Huntington Park, WAl nut Park,
Lakewood, Bellfl ower, and Paranount have a voice.
| invite all of you to help protect Anerica.

This is not a Republican, Denocrat, or

i ndependent issue. Let's save humanity, let's
save denocracy and tenporarily respond to this
horrible situation that we're living. And then
California will continue | eading the way by
protecting our independent conm ssion and our

i ndependent maps so that all Californians have a
voice. And if sone are |eaving, we wel cone you
back. And those that want to | eave other states.
Wel cone to California 32nd. W have great
beaches, great parks and of course sonme of the
best restaurants that our community gets to

offer. Thank you. Let's continue to |ead and
America, we have your back. Gacias. Thank you.
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Assenbl y nmenber Sol ace, Assenbly nenber
Patterson, you are recogni zed. Geat.

MEMBER PATTERSON: Thank you. M. Speaker,
I'"mgoing to take you up on this unique offer to
tal k about political parties. [It's not sonething
| like to do, but sone of these comments |ike
guot e unquote dropping to the knees of the
President. What does that nmean? | take of fense
to that. M grandpa used to say when sonet hing
m racul ous happened, not bad for swirling gases.
What he was doi ng was nocking evol ution. Piper
wasn't an overly religious man. He |oved God and
he | oved our nation. Especially as he defended
it inthe mlitary for entire career. He was a
man that believed in a higher power. He believed
there were no coinci dences these miracles were
di vine. Despite thousands and thousands of years
of authoritarian governnents, Kkings, dictators,
it wasn't swirling gases that created our form of
governnent. And our founders said as much when
they declared us an independent nation. The
Decl arati on of our |ndependence proclains the
peopl e are endowed by their creator and our alien
i nalienable rights which are not granted by the

governnment, they are inherently bestowed upon us.
| believe as the Founders did in Divine
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Provi dence, neaning that | firmy believe any
internal threats to our denocracy, whether from
the national level or right here in the chanbers
of the California State assenbly, that we will be
okay. The Divine Providence will secure
inalienable rights to self determ nation. And
despite attenpts by this body or attenpts by the
Governor, fromthe nonent he went unchal |l enged by
menbers on this floor, when he exerted so nuch
power with no Denocratic input. Wat did you do?
Mention me sitting by idly? You sat idly by.

And he chose to close schools. He closed

busi nesses. And at |east partially responsible
for the pain and suffering you see in our
streets. And we continue to see see to this day.
And guess what? To address ny coll eague from Los
Angel es about Republicans in this body that sat
idly by. | take great offense to that kind of
stuff. M. Speaker, when soneone tal ks about
what Republicans here have and haven't done.

Pl ease. Denocrats have been in charge of this
state for ny entire natural life. | know as

i ndi vidual |egislators, some of you have tried
but you going to talk about sitting idly by as

they say on X lol. Denocrats, maybe not as
i ndi viduals, but as a ruling dictator party of
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this state for ny entire life are sitting idly by
and have effectively done nothing that has
resulted in a better education for our children
has done nothing to effectively address the
people laying in our street just blocks fromthis
bui l di ng. These things have gotten worse,
especially since Denocrats have taken ful

control of every lever of our governnent right
here in California. | believe in denocracy.

Why? Because it's rooted in our fundanmenta
inalienable right to be free. And you cannot
take that away. And neither can Gavin Newsom
VWhat this body is likely to do in a few m nutes
hi ghlights the flaws of man. Many of you w ||
vote not to turn the other cheek. You will vote
under your own admi ssion to fight back, to punch
back, to fight fire with fire. | believe at the
end of the day, despite your best efforts to
participate in attenpt to erode denocracy, we
will be fine. Wen history |ooks back,
California will not succeed in its nutual goal of
joining with entrenched parti san Denocrats

t hroughout our nation to throw out denobcracy in
its fight for fire with fire. Because it cannot

override the fundanmental protections our founding
docunents guarantee us. History will not | ook
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proudly on this monment. It will |ook highly on
potential changes to any map in this state. |It's
going to be frowned upon. And it certainly won't
| ook highly on the partisan gerrymandered maps
here in California. And. And those are the
words fromone of the co authors in commttee of
this neasure. | don't ever want to be |lectured
ever again by Denbcrat anywhere that their
party's the party of denocracy. 30 seconds.
Because what you're doing, even by anending this
proposal this norning wthout any input, is
showi ng you are no better. Denocracy is flawed.
Mankind is flawed. The nmeasure is flawed and you
know it. How many people in this body testified
by Texas, the public got to know that you struck
out the language this norning. | didn't even
know it till I walked in the building. To even
tal k about Texas. No matter what Texas does, if
t hey do nothing, you are asking the people to
erode their rights. Thank you, Assenbly. Me? |
asked for a no vote. Thank you, Assenbly Menber
Patterson, Assenbly Menber Schultz, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER SHULTZ: Thank you very nuch. M.

Speaker. Perm ssion to read that. Objection.
The people will save their government if the
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governnent itself will allow them You know,
|'ve thought as |'ve sat here, | want to first of

all mention to ny coll eague from Lancaster,

sorry, from Pal ndale, | appreciated your coments
at the beginning, sir. | didn't raise ny mc
right away. | wanted to listen. | wanted to

listen to nmy coll eagues speaking in favor of ACA
8. | wanted to listen to some of you who have
concerns about ACA 8. | also want to thank our
esteened minority | eader. W don't agree on
much, but | appreciate your words today, sir.

The president is wong. He is wong to be doing
what he's doing. And your point about two w ongs
not making a right and burning the entire House
down? There's a lot of truth in that statenent.

| agree with you, sir. And yet over the |ast

week, 1've struggled with this issue. | have
consulted the Good Book. |'ve spent tine in
t hought and prayer at the cathedral. |'ve been

trying to find the right answer on this issue.
And the remarkable thing is, as | sat here on
this floor listening and really giving thought to
what we're being asked to do, it was this
portrait that hangs above us that really centered

my thoughts. The people will save the
government. They will save thenselves if the
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governnent sinply allows themto do so. The
words of probably one of the greatest presidents
we ever had, a portrait that hangs over our
chanmber. A man who, with General Order 141, had
to suspend habeas corpus and take unprecedented
action because of the risks that face the
Republic in an unprecedented tine. W're

absol utely in unprecedented tines. | bring al
this up to say that I'mnot here to stand with
righteous indignation. |'mnot here to point
fingers at any of you. But what | can say is the
house is burning. Denobcracy is at risk. Wat is
happeni ng in Texas, what is happening across the
country, is fundamentally wong. | don't believe
the answer to how we save denpcracy can be

deci ded among the 119 legislators in our state
capitol. | don't believe the governor al one can
nmake that answer. \What | do believe, though, is
we have to give the people the chance to weigh in
on this matter. And that is exactly what aca8
does. | believe that this question should be
returned to the people. And I'll sinply close

Wi th one point. Never in the course of history
and in the state of California or in any state,

have the people been directly given an
opportunity to vote on a nap. | believe that is
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denocracy in its finest hour. Let the people
respond and tell us how we should fight to
conti nue saving denocracy. | wll be voting I
and | encourage everyone to vote aye on aca8.
Thank you, M. Speaker. Assenblynmenber Schultz,
Assenbly Menber Aarons, you are recogni zed.
MEMBER AARONS: Thank you, M. Speaker.
Before | give remarks, | just wanted to nention
that 1'ma proud co sponsor of ACA 8.  So when
the opposition continues their unserious
| awsuits, they know who to direct themtowards.
| rise in support of standing up and Defendi ng
the rights of freedons for all Californians and
Anericans. W nust take decisive action to stand
up to Donald Trunp's unprecedented call for
Republican led states |ike Texas and Florida to
redraw t he Congressional lines and unfairly rig
the 2026 m dterm el ections for Republican
politicians to benefit. Donald Trunp and
Republ i cans in Congress passed their big ugly
federal budget which is set to obliterate health
care access for mllions and already struggling
Californians col | eagues, each and every single
one of you in this room regardless of political

party, have tens of thousands of constituents who
will lose health care because Donald Trunp and
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Washi ngton D.C. republicans recently adopted
that budget and Republican Congress nenbers
passed this big ugly federal budget which cuts
hundreds of billions of dollars in funding to
Anmerica's health system Wthout any alternative
plan to protect health access for anyone, how

Wi ll your community's hospitals and health
clinics benefit fromthe suffering of this
federal budget, the result of massive divestnent
of federal dollars in health care? Trunp's big
ugly federal budget will indeed result in lives
being lost. Donald Trunmp and MAGA extrem st
Republ i can politicians will make no plan to
protect health care access for any Californians
or any Anericans. MAGA extrem st Republicans in
D.C. have decinmated our health care in every
corner of the United States for no reason and no
alternative plan just to give tax cuts to their
super weal thy canpai gn donors and millionaires
like thenmsel ves. These Trunmp cuts will Kkick poor
peopl e off of their health care but also result

i n higher health insurance prem um prem uns for
all of us because w thout health insurance we
will have to get, we will have to get care at the

nost expensive place and tine in whatever
energency roons that are left in our comrunities.
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And now t hat America now Americans are pissed off
at Republican politicians for obliterating their
access to health care. Trunp is leading a
Republican | ed states |ike Texas and Florida and
dermandi ng that they exert their state |egislative
power to unilaterally redraw their Congressional
districts to make it easier for nore Republican
politicians to win Congressional seats. And what
are we to do? W cannot sit by and | et Donald
Trunp and Republicans rig the next election so
that they cannot be held accountable and have no
chance to be voted out or |ose control of
Congress. Heaven forbid they actually are held
accountable by their failed policies in Anerica.
California is honoring our Constitution unlike
Republ i cans in Texas by defending our |iberty and
giving Californians a choice to defend thensel ves
and agai nst Donald Trunp's attacks on our country
and our state. | rise in support and ask all of
ny colleagues to join nme in fighting back for al
of California regardless of where you represent
and stop the robbing of Californians rights, the
robbing of our liberty and our lives. W nust
stop Trunp MAGA Republicans steal of our

congressional elections and the desecration of of
our founding father's dream for a governnment by
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and for the people. 1 urge all of ny colleagues,
all Californians and all Americans to join
California's efforts to defend oursel ves agai nst
the rising tide of fascismand authoritarianism
in this country. And | urge your | vote. Thank
you, Assenbl ynenber Ahrens. Assenbl ynenber
Berner, you are recogni zed.

MEMBER BERNER: Thank you. | rise in
support of ACA 8. For this sinple, Californians
shoul d be given the right to choose. The right
to choose, to fight partisanship with
parti sanship, the right to do sonething rather
than nothing, and the right to have a voice.
Let's be clear. There's only one reason a
sitting President calls for states to stack
Congress in his favor for five years. \Wen our
grandchil dren | ook back in a few decades, | want
Californians to be able to say that they had a
voi ce, they did sonmething and they had a choi ce.
| respectfully urgent | vote on ACA 8.

MR. SPEAKER  Assenbl ynmenber Ber ner,

Assenbl ynenber Ransom you are recogni zed

MEMBER RANSOM  Thank you, M. Speaker. |
ri se today because denocracy is on the |ine.

Freedomis on the line. Liberty and justice is
on the line. Free and fair elections for all is
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on the line today. | don't know about anyone

el se, but I was raised to stand up for people who
could not stand up for thenselves. W can't just
be bystanders when bullies come to push us
around, especially when people already don't have
a voice. That's what the people elected us to do
and that's what this is all about. W're not
forcing anything down anyone's throat. W are
giving Californians a choice. Do you want to bow
down or do you want to fight back? ACA 8 gives
the voters, the people that we represent, the
deci si on naki ng power. To those who suddenly
have so nmuch to say. | have to say that | have
been baffled by the silence that we have heard.
It's been very loud. Were was all of the noise
when the President and Congress sl ashed federa
fundi ng, cut Medicaid, inposed tariffs that hurt
smal | businesses? Were was the noise? There's
been conplicity as the Constitution has been
underm ned as partisan gerrymanderi ng. Mps have
been pushed on the people in Texas, which
ultimately affects the entire United States.
VWhere was all the noise while Anerica was being
hi jacked? Today, with all of the objections and

with all of the noise, I'mclearly concerned that
it I's our job to stand up and to speak out? W
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nmust ask, can you tell us, please? Wat |'ve not
heard is why are we so afraid to give the voters
a choice? Wat are we so afraid of? And we
shoul d al so ask, with all the tears to protect
the president's gerrymandi ng plan, where were all
the tears for the poor people, the people who
have been silenced? People are suffering and
dyi ng because we need to | ead. People are not

| eading and that hurts Anerica. So we have a

voi ce and we have a choice. Do we deny the
citizens a chance to have denocracy, freedom
free and fair elections, and liberty and justice
for all? Like we say when we stand up and we

pl edge allegiance to this same flag when we cone
into this chanber, this is about citizens that
are being terrorized. Wen those who are being
bullied need sonmeone to stand up, California is
not going to sit down and be a bystander. |f you
want to be taken seriously, you need to be able
to explain to us why you don't want to give this
to the voters. The rules have been changed, and
t hat neans we have to act accordingly. W have a
choice. Do we want to allow the entire nation to
be di senfranchised, or do we ask the citizens of

California to lock arns with us and to march
forward to save denocracy in the world where the
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US has now becone an authoritarian governnent and
has adopted the strategies of dictators torig a
systen? | say that it's our duty to give it to
the voters so that we can have a chance to fight
back on behalf of the citizens of the United
States. And | respectfully ask for your. |

vot e.

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, Assenbl ynenber
Ransom Assenbl ynenber Avila Farias, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER FARI AS: Thank you, M. Speaker. |
rise as a proud co author of ACA 8. For years,
Trunmp's admi ni stration has targeted our state,
holding California wildfire and di saster relief,
host age taking food out of the famly's nouths by
cutting SNAP benefits, terrorizing inmgrant
comunities with brutal raids and no due process,
and ki dnappi hg our conrmunity mnemnbers, inposing
tariffs that have punished the working famlies.
And now Trunp and his allies, his domestic
terrorists, are trying to dismantle denocracy
with California's redistricting proposal. W're
not racing to the bottom W're drawing the
line. Wile Republican |ed states ranpartisan

maps in secret, we're doing the opposite. Voters
made it clear they want independent
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redi stricting, not partisan power grabs. For
t hose who know ne, | have dedicated nuch of ny
public service to protecting the right to vote
and to ensure that historically disadvantaged
comunities enjoy a voice at the TABLE Every
state should have an independent redistricting
commi ssion. And guess what? This nmeasure, we
still do. But let's be clear. W're also
def endi ng agai nst the coordi nati ng power grab.
This isn't politics as usual. This is an
enmergency. This is an emergency for our state.
This is an energency for our country. |It's an
energency to protect our denocracy. California
will always defend the right to vote. And we
will. And the will of the people. Unlike Texas,
we won't be silenced. That voice. W wll send
the issue to the ballot box where it bel ongs.
California voters will see maps. California
voters will decide. California will not back
down. We will protect our vote, our voice and
our values. Thank you.

MR SPEAKER: Thank you, Assenblynenber Avila
Farias. Assenbl ynenber M chell e Rodriguez, you
are recogni zed.

MEMBER RODRI QUEZ: M. Speaker, | wasn't
going to talk on this bill today and I'mstil
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not. We just needed a little break and CGet our
ni nds on sonet hi ng el se.

MR. SPEAKER  Thank you, Assenbl ynember
Rodri guez. Assenbl ynmenber Davies, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER DAVI ES: Thank you, M. Speaker.
Members, | just have a sinple question for you
In your hearts, do you honestly believe this aca8

is the right thing to do? For a second, let's

ignore the partisan noise. | think we can al
agree gerrynmanderi ng anywhere is wong. |It's not
hard or controversial to say that. |nmagi ne what

we could fund with $235 mllion.

MR. SPEAKER: We coul d use pardon decorumin
the chanber, please. Let's respect the speaker.
MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  Thank you, M.

Speaker. W could use this noney to help with
the state's insurance crisis or pay raises for
first responders. Menbers, let nme rem nd you
that our independent redistricting comm ssion
hel d 196 public neetings, had 3,800 public
coments and received 32,000 witten subm ssions.
Conpare that to the process where Californians
had four days to view the public maps and submt

comments through a portal and had one assenbly
hearing to voice their support and opposition.
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That wasn't even put into record. Has anyone in
this chanber ever seen the 16,000 witten
conments we have supposedly received on this

i ssue? Anyone? Need | remnd you that voters
approved the commi ssion draw ng congressi onal
districts via Prop 20 with 61% of the votes.
Californi ans gave our governnent a mandate that
it should be everyday citizens who will be given
the power to draw fair maps using these six
principles. Population equality, conpliance with
Federal Voting Ri ghts act, geography and geodic
geographic integrity and geographi c conpactness.
And | astly to nest state Senate and Assenbly
districts into conpact areas. Denocrats
Republ i cans and | ndependents cane toget her
believed politicians should not draw their own
maps. On a personal note, let ne tell you how
ACA 8 will affect Assenbly District 74. This
proposal splits ny assenbly district into three
congressional districts and divides communities
of interest and goes agai nst the principles of
geographic integrity. That's absurd.
Comunities of interest are supposed to remain
together. \What does a desert conmunity have in

common with a suburban city? You have chosen to
stifle the voices of California. You say you
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know what is best. Well, | believe that their
voices matter. | hear. Listen. Listen to the
people. Well, that's what | do. | listen to the
people. It's not ny agenda, it's their agenda.
Through lcns, | sent out a five question poll.
My district is the nost purple and bal anced
district in the state. So you should be al
interested in these results. The first question
that was asked stated, currently California has
an i ndependent citizens redistricting conm ssion
that draws election district mats. Do you think
redi stricting should be done by an independent
commi ssion? The legislature are unsure. These
answers mght surprise you. 65% of Denobcrats
favored an i ndependent commi ssion, 96% of
Republ i cans favored an i ndependent commi ssi on,
and 92% of i ndependents favored an i ndependent
comi ssion. The second question that was asked
stated, how inportant is it to that the

redi stricting division be nmade through a process
that is open to the public and allows for
conmunity input? 78% of Denocrats said very

i nportant, 97% of Republicans said very

i mportant, and 96% of independents said very

important. At the beginning of this year and
session, it was very clear what the concerns of
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Californians were. 30 seconds they needed from
this legislature. | think everyone agreed the
peopl e know what's right and what's wong. And
inm district they have responded and told ne,
M. Speaker, question to.

MR. SPEAKER: The aut hor without objection.
Your time is about to el apse.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  Yep, just finish up
here. M final question to the author is did you
or do you know anyone that signed an NDA? Thank
you.

MR SPEAKER: Thank you, madam Thank you
Ms. Davies. Assenbl ynenber Rogers, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER ROGERS: Thank you so nuch, M.
Speaker. | agree with many of mny coll eagues. W
know t hat gerrymandering is bad for
representative denocracy. Qur systemwas built
on checks and bal ances. And unfortunately, right
now we have a TEMJ dictator in the Wite House
and we have a Congress that has conpletely
abdi cated their responsibility to act as that
check on that dictator. And | do not for a
noment want us to | eave here with sound bites of

sancti noni ous pearl clutching fromny coll eagues
about protecting Californians w thout naking sure
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we tal k about what our |egislature has been doing
this year to protect Californians. Not one of ny
col | eagues across the aisle has condemmed the
president for turning our Mlitary against our
own people in LA and in D.C. not one of ny

col | eagues across the aisle condemed the

Presi dent for sending arnmed thugs to a press
conference that the governor and the |egislature
was having |last week in an act of intimdation.
Not one of ny coll eagues across the aisle has
condemed the President for being in the Epstein
files. Not one of ny coll eagues across the aisle
has condemmed the president for wthhol di ng funds
for fire victine in California. |f we're going
to tal k about protecting Californians, we're
going to talk about how this legislature is
protecting Californians. To quote and paraphrase
Ben Franklin, it's a denocracy if they choose to
keep it. Every time we go to the ballot box, we
get to choose if we are going to fight for
denocracy. And this Novenber, Californians and
Denocrat Denocrats in California are going to
fight for denmocracy. Thank you, Assenbl ynenber
Rogers. Assenbl ynenber Fong, you are recogni zed.

MEMBER FONG  Thank you, M. Speaker. |
rise as a proud co author of ACA 8 and its
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i nportance in defending our denocracy. W didn't
ask for this fight and we need to fight back

agai nst President Trunp's power grab. This is
nore about defendi ng our denocracy and maki ng
sure that every voice counts. This is our chance
to stand up and raise our voices to fight for our
denocracy. The stakes couldn't be higher. The
Presi dent federal administration is denying
wildfire relief, targeting our diverse inmm grant
comunities, targeting our nunber one public
university with an extraction request of $1
billion and pulling mllions off of health care.
W will stand up and we will defend the Voting

Ri ghts act and protect our historically

mar gi nal i zed communities. W nust fight fire

with fire and we will let the voters decide.
That is denpbcracy at its best. | strongly urge
an | vote on acai. Thank you. Thank you,

Assenbl ynenber Fong. Menbers, this is a | ast
call to raise your nicrophone if you are going to
be speaking on ACA 8. Last call, please.
Assenbl ynenber Jeff Gonzal ez, you are recogni zed
col | eagues.

MEMBER GONZALEZ: Today | rise in conmplete

and utter disappointnment. We're about to
potentially waste $230 million to undo sonethi ng
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Californians already decided on in 2010, that an
i ndependent conmi ssion, not the governor and not
the legislature, should draw district lines. The
majority of Californians don't want this. Yet
here we are. |'mexhausted that this is what

we' re choosing to spend our tinme on. This body
has all the power to nmake the lives of
Californians better. And Californians are sick
and tired of watching us cone to this floor week
after week with no solutions to the crises that
are faced that we're facing. W as a body are
out of Touch with the issues raging in our state,
fromaffordability, health care to the housing
crisis to homel essness. As a marine corps
veteran, it sickens ne to know that nen and wonen
who | fought al ongside are sleeping on the
streets. We can fix that, but we aren't.

| nstead, the governor and nenbers of this body
are playing partisan politics. Let nme be clear.
Californians in ny district tell nme every day
they feel forgotten by. By this body.

Forgotten. Let nme be clear about that. You see,
inny district, the needs are urgent and real.
Pal o Verde Hospital in Blythe is on the brink of

closure. | requested 4 mllion in energency
funding to keep it operating a lifeline that was
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not fulfilled. As a result, the hospital now
faces an uncertain future, and residents of

Bl ythe could soon be forced to travel over 100
nmles just to access enmergency care. This is not
just a health care issue. It's a public safety
crisis. In Inperial county, the |last sugar beet
pl ant, Spreckles, has shut down, w ping out over
700 jobs in a county that already suffers a 20%
unenpl oyment rate. And. And yet instead of
focusing on jobs, we're debating on
gerrymandering. At Ironwood State Prison in

Bl ythe, | eadership is doing incredible work
rehabilitating incarcerated people with prograns
that gives nen sonething to | ook forward to.

| magi ne what a fraction of this noney could do
there. In the nountain communities from
Wnchester to Anza, families live with a constant
threat of wildfires. W should be filling
reservoirs and doing real forest managenent, but
we aren't. |'ve heard argunents in these halls
that just because Texas is doing it, we should
too. That the Wiite House is holding onto noney
that should go to California and denbcracy is in
flanes. Coll eagues too. Wong zone. Mke a

right like my colleagues, that if denbcracy is on
the line, then California should be strengthening
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it, not rigging it for political gain. Hundreds
of mllions of dollars could be directed towards
fighting food insecurity, hel ping organizations
l'i ke FIND and the Inperial Valley food banks who
are doing God's work every single day and serving
the nost vul nerable in our communities. W
cannot claimto serve the people while
prioritizing the their nost basic needs. And |
could go on. Famlies in Inperial, Riverside and
San Bernardino county can't afford gas,

groceries, childcare. Parents are choosing
between filling their gas tanks or their fridge.
That's the reality ny district is living with
every single day. So let ne ask why are we
wasting tinme and noney on reckl ess neasures that
that is being pushed down onto Californians from
those at the highest |evels of governnent in our
state? You know, when | was at war. At | east

was able to see the threats comng at nme. But

here in Sacramento, | have no idea about the
backroom deals. | still can't get answers as to
who actually drew the lines. | ran for office

because of nmy son, RJ who has cerebral palsy. He
can't speak for hinself. So | ran to be his

voi ce and the voice for his famlies. And we
fought together to take back in home supportive
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services. W work together to do that. W can
do so nuch nore. W can get so nuch nore done.
So, colleagues, | end by saying this. Let's rise
up. Let's work together to fix the problens in
our state, because we can do it. |'ve seen it
done. So let's nake this happen. Thank you,
Assenbl ymenber Gonzal ez, Assenbl ynenber Aranbul a,
you are recogni zed.

MEMBER ARAMBULA: Thank you, M. Speaker and
nmenbers, for the opportunity to present on this
floor. | don't oftentinmes speak, but | felt
called today to be able to share sone words.

Just yesterday, an icon of this great country
rem nded me of our famly's roots that began in
Tejas. MW ny father being born in Brownsville,
Texas, in 1952, during a particularly racist and
xenophobic period in Anmerican history, a tine
that was known as Operation Wetback, what is
still to this day Anerica's |argest nass
deportation event, an event that hel ped to sweep
up my father, who is an Anmerican citizen, and
deported our family to Mexico. That we | earned
that there are states that value and give dignity
and respect to all who called that state honme and

states that do not. And so we mgrated to the
great state of California, to Del ano, where it
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was Dol ores Huerta who rem nded ne yesterday that
we were fighting for dignity and respect when it
was UFW M father, who | spoke about earlier,

al so had the honor of serving, serving in this
institution where he had an i ndependent streak.
Now, back in 2008, he was one of those Denbpcrats
who, along with Republicans, voted for the

i ndependent redistricting comission to go before
the people. And so it is with great pride that
many of us have been watching their work and
honored by the service of those who wish to serve
on that conmission. And | too was watching each
one of those hearings and i npressed with what was
happening in 2020. But | had dinner with ny
father this past weekend and | spoke with him
about that vote. And he renminded ne that today's
el ectorate | ooks different than when he nade that
vote nearly two decades ago, that today's
denocracy | ooks different than it was two decades
ago. And that fundanmentally representation is
about returning Resources, the taxes that we pay.
And for those of us who cone from poor areas, who
represent poor people, we are not getting our
fair share. And the representation that we have

in Congress is not returning resources. That
big, beautiful bill was bad for our comrunities.
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And despite ny ideals of wanting to fight for

i ndependence and redistricting, we nmust nake sure
we're getting our fair share of resources. And
so that neans that you have to stand up agai nst
your ideals and stand up for your norals. You
have to stand up for a community who too often
doesn't get represented here in the people's
house. And so | will put ny ideals to the side
and instead stand up for our norals. But it
comes with a warning that this institution m ght
not be able to resist the tenptation to conme back
here again, and that we have to make sure that we
are fundamentally believing that we can nmaintain
that independent redistricting comm ssion. So |
will tell you, while | share that fear, what

put my faith in. | put my faith that there's
soneone here in the great state of California who
one day will be wal ki ng around bei ng the
President of the United States and the Wite
House, and that our governor then will be able to
pass federal independent redistricting comr ssion
for all states. And by doing that, we can have a
bal anced, level playing field where every single
person counts and we have representation that is

returning resources for our comunities. | put
faith in the people of our state to decide their
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future. That while we m ght not have been a
state when our nation was created, we are the
bearer of its future. It is incunbent on us to
rise up and to defend our denocracy. |
respectfully ask for an I vote. Thank you,
Assenbly Menber Arambula. Assenbly Menber
Tangi pa, you are recogni zed.

MEMBER TANG PA:  Thank you, M. Speaker.
Thi s measure before us is neither bold nor
principled. It is, in plain terms, a blatant
attack on the npbst transparent process our state
has ever had for draw ng congressional districts.
It underm nes what has becone the gold standard
for the nation, the Independent Citizens
Redi stricting Conm ssion. The comm ssion was
created to restore fairness to ensure
representation in California is not based on
whi ch party controls the governnent, but on
princi pl es of independence, transparency, and
conmunity. And it worked. Californians can | ook
at their districts today, and they know that they
were not mani pul ated for partisan advantage. And
now, in just four days, with two rushed conmmttee
hearings and al nost no opportunity for rea

public conment, we are on the verge of throw ng
all of that away. Let ne rem nd this body.
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During comrittee hearings, one of our colleagues
brazenly admitted that this entire thing was
about partisan gerrymandering. Adnmitted partisan
politics. This was a direct response to the
guestion about protecting voters and underserved
communities. Not a word about fairness, not a
word about transparency. An open adm ssion to
parti san gain. So how can we stand in this
chanber and criticize Texas, Florida or other
states for gerrymanderi ng when we've joined them
in the same practice? How can we demand fairness
in the courts or before Congress when we're
wlling to sacrifice it here at hone? W have
lost all credibility. Let's not forget this is
not free. W are wasting noney and resources on
an election that that is unnecessary and
unwanted. Every dollar spent on this politica
stunt is a dollar not spent on addressing the
cost of living crisis or wildfires, not spending
on inproving our schools, not spent on keeping
our communities safe, and not spent on expandi ng
heal t hcare access. Californians never asked for
this election. What they did ask for was a fully
fund Prop 36, which this legislature failed to

do. What they asked for was for us not to ration
medi cal because Californians and famlies are
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dying. Dying. W were told at the start of this
session that our priority was addressing cost of
living. Yet |I haven't seen any bills rushed
through four days to lower utility rates, to nmake
housi ng nore affordable, to bring down our food
prices. But when it cones to the bills that
serve political anbition, suddenly four days is
plenty of tinme. Suddenly co authoring bills

wi t hout even reading themis no problem This
isn't just bad policy. It flies in the face of
established fact. Study after study shows
gerrymandering reduces federal dollars comng to
our comunities, depresses voter turnouts,

di senfranchi ses us and and even | eads to | ower
wages. None of that hel ps Californians who are
al ready stretching every single penny thin. None
of it helps to cover rent, grocery gas. None of
that helps the fanmilies that are decidi ng whet her
to pay for medicine or if they can afford their
utility rates or if they can nake an insurance
paynment or if they can afford to even buy a house
for the next generation. None of it. These
facts again highlight ny concerns with our
spendi ng problem and | everagi ng the future. Ten

to $30 billion structural deficit is what we were
told with the LAO and the Departnent of Fi nance.
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That is year over year all the way to 2028. |If
we don't stop this reckl ess spending on nmeasures
like this, we're going to drain what's left of
our rainy day fund and we are going to have to
make significant, significant cuts for
Californians and you are saying for partisan
gain. It is worth it for famlies that are
dying. To nme, the nessage fromthe ngjority
party is clear. Principles and i ndependence only
matter when it's politically convenient. And
Californians can do worse. Better. 30 seconds.
Shanmeful. The level of Trunp derangenent
syndrone in this party is debilitating our
ability to govern properly. It is being clainmed
that the reason reason for this bill is to conbat
authoritarianism Before redistricting, before
the big beautiful bill, before any cuts were

i npl enented, it was this |legislature that
stripped the mnority of the comm ttees because
they spoke out in opposition. It was this

| egi slature that restricted our tine. The rea
authoritarian problemis in the mrror. The.
VWhat about hinf? Thank you, assenbly nenber Tony.
Everywhere el se. Thank you, Assenbl ynenber. The

youngest nenber of this conmttee, Assenblynenber
Har bi di an. You are recogni zed.
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MEMBER HARBI DI AN:  Thank you, M. Speaker.
There's an ol d adage for | awers that when the
law i s on your side, you pound the law. Wen the
facts are on your side, you pound the facts.

VWhen neither the facts of the | aw are on your
side, you pound the table. And I'Il tell you, ny
friends on the other side of the aisle, we've
been hearing a | ot of pounding the table today.
Most of what we heard, including what we just
heard, was conpl etely hyperbolic and devoid of
fact. And with all the bluster, let's be clear
about the admi ssion of partisan gain. There is a
representative that will go down in history in
Texas, one by the name of Representative Todd
Hunter, who admtted that this was nakedly

parti san. Wat happened in Texas, and | quote,
the underlying goal of what happened In Texas, as
M. Hunter said of this plan, is straightforward
to inprove Republican political performance.

That is the adnission of partisan objectives that
we should be focused on. That is the adm ssion
of gerrymandering. That why we are here today.
And for every friend across the aisle that stood
up today, including my friend fromFresno that

has hel d up i ndependent comm ssions for
redistricting as the nodel. Wen ny friend From
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Merced introduced AB 1441 for independent
redistricting in her district, every single one
of you voted against it. So save it. This is
about one thing. |It's about one man trying to
control California, trying to control our
country. W will not bend, we will not break.
And we will do everything in our power to save
California and save our country. This is one of
t he proudest nonents of ny short termas a

| egislator here. It's one of the easiest votes
that | will take and I will be very proud when
the California people who ultinmately make this
decision actually help us save our country. |
request AN | vote, M. Speaker. Thank you,
Assenbl ymenber Har bi di an. Assenbl ynenber Hoover,
you are recogni zed.

MR, HOOVER: Thank you, M. Speaker. |
agree with nmy colleague fromLynwod that this is
not a fight between Denocrats and Republicans.

In fact, redistricting has never been a fight
between political parties. It has always been a
fight between the people and power hungry
politicians and friends. This did not start in
Texas. For over 200 years, politicians have used

gerrymandering to choose their preferred voters,
protect their own political interests, and avoid
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accountability. And let's be clear, it is wong
when this is done by either party. |In fact, many
of the points raised by my coll eagues on this
floor today highlight the harns of partisan
gerrymanderi ng and underscore exactly why
politicians should not be drawing their own naps.
That is why | was proud when California citizens
chose a better path forward. A system where
politicians no | onger choose their voters, but
one where the voters get to choose their
politicians. Qur Citizens Redistricting

Commi ssion is a nodel for the nation and a node
that shoul d be adopted nationwi de to end al

parti san gerrynandering once and for all

Despite Governor Newsonis insistence that ACA 8
preserves this nodel, nake no mstake that it
underm nes the will of the voters and forever
tarnishes California's | egacy as a | eader on

i ndependence redistricting. You are all correct
that the voters will get a say once again if this
passes today. And | truly believe that they wll
see through this veiled attenpt to return power
to the politicians. As of this week, polls

al ready show that 64% of Californians do not

support the proposal before us today. So | urge
you to reject this race to the bottom to stand
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on principle and vote no on ACA 8. Thank you,
Assenbl ynmenber Hoover. Assenbl ynenber Kalra, you
are recogni zed.

MEMBER KALRA: Thank you, M. Speaker. It's
really tiresome to hear these sanctinonious cries
fromthe opposition to this neasure. For the
past several weeks and even nonths, as Trunp has
been clanoring for nore and nore power, talKking
about having a third termand then very directly
dermandi ng seats be given to himthat he's
entitled to from  Texas. W didn't hear our
Republ i can col | eagues say a word about that.

VWhen it's their party in control of Congress,
their party in control of the Wite House. That
fight was brought to us and we didn't hear
anyt hi ng about redistricting and, and fairness at
all until today when it's brought to our doorstep
and we have to now stand up to defend our
denocracy against a tyrant. And these crocodile
tears about, oh, what about the children, oh,
what about the health care when not any one of
Them spoke about this big ugly bill that was
passed that's going to take over over a trillion
dollars away from Medicaid, mllions in snap

giving food to children and seniors. They talk
about a cost of an election. They never talk
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about a cost of an election when tinme and again
they try to recall the governor. W didn't hear
about cost of election then, but we hear about it
now. What is the cost of election? OCh, about
the cost of one. Trunp Ballroom So let's be
real about what we're tal king about when we talk
about getting on your knees. You talk about
taki ng and bendi ng the knee. You're bending the
knee to a tyrant. And we will not have any
kings. W wll have no kings in America. Not as
long as California exists. Not as long as we
have the ability to fight back. W wll not have
a king. You all are choosing your suprene |eader
over your own constituents. You're choosing your
supremne | eader, Trunp over children that are
going to lose health care and food. You are
maki ng that choice and we're standi ng up agai nst
it. W're not going to stand up for trillions in
tax cuts for billionaires. W're going to stand
up for denbcracy. W are going to go down
fighting for our denmocracy. And we'll let you be
on the wong side of history, Republicans.

MR, SPEAKER  Thank you. Assenbl ynenber
Kara. Menbers, this is the second and fina

request. Anyone who wi shes to speak nust raise
their m crophone now. They do not, will not be
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recogni zed. Speaker Reavis, you are recogni zed.
MEMBER REAVI S: Wl |, thank you, M.
Speaker. Protam Quite the year we have had
here. 2025. [|I'mproud of this chamber. |'m
proud of ny coll eagues for neeting this nonent
Wi th courage. President Trunp wants us to be
intimdated. And his playbook is a sinple one.
Bully, threaten and silence, then rig the rules
to hang onto power. And we are here today
because California will not be a bystander to
that power grab. W are not intimdated and we
are acting openly, lawfully, w th purpose and
resolve to defend our state and to defend our
denocracy. And | ook, Donald Trunp, he does not
believe in denocracy. He is terrified of |osing
and he will do whatever it takes to cling onto
power. W saw this on January 6 when he
unl eashed a violent nob on our nation's capital
and he did this to overturn an election. W saw
it yesterday in the state of Texas where
Republ i cans advanced a m d decade map designed to
flip aup to five congressional seats and | ock in
a partisan edge in the U S. house of
Representatives at President Trunp's order

Again, this is the sanme dangerous pl aybook. If
Trunmp can't win fairly. He'll try to make it
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i npossi ble for Republicans to | ose. And why?
Because Donal d Trunp knows what we know. Voters
are ready to hold himaccountable from California
to New York, fromnorth to South. But of course,
Presi dent Trump, he doesn't want to be held
accountable for his failures in an el ection,
especially the next one, and that's why he is
trying torig it. And of course, our Republican
col  eagues in this chanber don't want their party
to be held accountable by voters, and certainly
not in California. Accountable for ripping away
$1.25 billion billion dollars fromour state for
food assistance for hungry kids, hungry children,
our nost vulnerable famlies. Accountable for
the mllions of Californians who will |ose their
heal th care coverage because of this president.
Accountable for the cuts to our disaster

pr epar edness whil e our conmunities burn and

fl ood. Accountable for the comunities in our
state torn apart by ICE raids. Neighbors,
friends, the people who put food on our tables,
shoved i nto unmarked vans by nmen wearing masks,
taken w t hout warning or due process.

Accountable for tariffs that are driving up our

grocery prices every single, single day.
Account abl e for corruption that makes Trunp, his
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famly and his friends richer while everyone el se
struggles to get by in California. In
California, we will do whatever it takes to
ensure that voters, not Donald Trunp, wll decide
the direction of this country. This is a proud
nmonment in the history of this Assenbly.
Californians, we believe in freedom W wll not
l et our political system be hijacked by
authoritarianism And today, we give every
Californian the power to say no. To say no to
Donal d Trunp's power grab and yes to. To our
people, to our state and to our denpbcracy. M.
Speaker, | proudly ask for an I vote. Thank you,
M. Speaker.

MR, SPEAKER: All debate havi ng ceased.
State your point, assenbly nenber Gall agher.

MR, GALLAGHER: M. Speaker, in the past and
actually earlier today, you' ve said that. State
your point of order. Assenblynmenber Gallagher,
you have said that votes are to suspend the
Constitution. ACA 8 specifically says,

Not wi t hst andi ng provi sions of the state
constitution. So when we vote on this, would you
pl ease reference it as a vote to suspend the

Constitution as you have done previously.
Morment, M. @Gllagher. Point is not well taken.
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Assenbl ynmenber Gal |l agher, this is a vote to put
the neasure on the ballot for the people of the
California, of the state of California. It is
not a suspension of the Constitution. Al debate
havi ng ceased, Cerk will open the roll. Al
menbers vote who desire to vote. All nenbers
vote who desire to vote. All menbers vote who
desire to vote. Cerk will close the roll

Tally the votes. Ayes 57. Nose 20. The neasure
passes. The neasure is adopted. Media
transmttal to the Senate not. Objection.
Menbers. We actually have a very special guest,
historic Californian is visiting us today and
we're going to take an opportunity to take a
qgui ck break from business on the Daily File and
recogni ze Assenbl ynenber W cks for her guest

i ntroducti on and Assenbl ynenber Banta for her
guest introduction.

MEMBER BANTA: Thank you, M. Speaker and
colleagues. | rise today to recogni ze one of the
greatest athletes of all time. |In addition to
bei ng an Gakl and native, a proud UC Berkel ey
alumi. That's right, a business owner, a
phi | ant hropi st, an actor, he's also the only man

who has ever single handedly caused an
eart hquake. | am honored to introduce to you M.
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Marshawn Lynch. He is a true renai ssance man.
During his NFL career, Marshawn, nicknamed Beast
Mode, rushed over 10,000 yards, scored 85
t ouchdowns, earned five Pro bow selections and
led the Seattle Seahawks to their first Super
bow victory in 2014. Since retiring, Mrshawn
has continued to make a lasting inmpact off the
field. Fromco founding the FamFirst Famly
Foundation, a non profit dedicated to enpowering
yout h through nmentorship, to starring in a nunber
of novies, Marshawn has dedicated his career to
representing and uplifting his conmunity. He's
al so involved in a variety of business ventures
i ncl udi ng Beast Mdde Apparel, Rob and Ben's
Sports Bar and Restaurant in Enmeryville, Beast
Mbde and Beast ©Mbde Productions. And of course,
we all know his love of Skittles. Sorry, M.
Gabriel. Please join me in giving a nice warm
California welcone to a | eader, a legend in
sports, entertainment, business and community,
Mar shawn Lynch

MR SPEAKER: Wl come to the California
assenbly menbers. W have a few ot her wel cones
for M. Lynch. Just a nonent, just a nonent.

Assenbl ymenber Bonta and Assenbl ynenber Tangi pa,
Assenbl ynmenber Banta, you are recogni zed.
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MEMBER BANTA: Thank you, M. Speaker. [|'m
honored on behal f of the beautiful people of
Cakl and to wel cone to the town our own Marshawn
lynch to the Capitol. Before he was a Super bow
chanpi on, Marshawn's | ove for football was born
in Cakland and his talents on the field were
qgui ckly recognized. During his tine tine at
Cakl and Techni cal H gh School, Marshawn woul d go
on to bring his fierce skills to Berkeley, the
Bills, the Seahawks and the Raiders. Of the
field, Marshawn has never failed to show the |ove
for his honetown of QGakland, particularly as he's
seen working with his famly famFirst Famly
foundati on, enbodying the true spirit of
California and the soul of the town. As he
constantly outdoes hinself. Marshawn has even
made a nanme for hinself on the silver screen in
smash hits |ike Bottons, Freaky Tales and | Know
My kids are waiting to see what you'll bring this
next season. Wth Euphoria, we want to thank and
| ove on our Marshawn |ynch, because right now,
Cakl and deserves the defender, the caretaker, the
chanpion that is enbodied in our icon, M.
Mar shawn Lynch. Thank you for being here.

MR, SPEAKER: And finally, Assenbl ynenber
Tangi pa.
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MEMBER TANG PA: | just wanted to say really
brief. Marshawn lynch and I, we had an amazi ng
ment or of ours, Coach Jeff Tedford, that taught
principles and values to us. And you as a teddy
bear and ne as a teddy dog. W all know that
that man said it. And shout out to kp, ny
teamate at Fresno State, thank you. Thank you
for com ng and speaking to us and fostering the
next generation. Because nbst people don't see
that. They don't see what you do to the young
men out there. And you tell themto buy in. And
when you don't have a man in your |life, you can
find a | eader who will build that foundation for
you. You did that for hundreds of thousands of
young nen across the state that believe in you,
that found passion, that drove thensel ves when
they had not hing and no hope. But one man
believed in us and changed our lives. They did
that. And you are |leading that sane exanple.
And | just wanted to say thank you and it's good
to see you. Welcone to the California Assenbly.
I T menbers, we have continued business on the
daily file. W are now noving to the Senate
third reading file, item 145, SB 280, by Senator

Cervantes, presented by Assenbl ynenber Pellerin.
Menmbers, can | have you take your desk, please?
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Menbers, please take your desks. Take your
conversations off the floor. Leader Gall agher,
you are recognized. |s this on the amendnents?
M. Speaker, you're recogni zed, Leader Gall agher.

MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you. M. Speaker,
| do have anendnents at the desk on SB 280. This
anmendnent woul d require the proposed
congressional naps to be publicly available for
at least 131 days. M. Gallagher, I'"'mgoing to
ask the clerk to read first, and then. And then
"Il ask you to recognize you once again. A
Clerk will read SB 280. Senate Bill 280, with
anmendnents by Assenbly Menber Gal |l agher. Set
two. Assenbl ynenber Gl |l agher, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yes. Thank you again,
M. Speaker, this amendnent woul d require that
the proposed congressional maps to be publicly
avail able for at |east 131 days before the voters
make the decision on ACA 8. This is about
putting people over politics. Rushing through
maps W thout scrutiny is unacceptable. By
requiring the maps to be publicly avail able well
in advance and in conpliance with the

constitutional deadline of 131 days. W protect
the integrity of our denocracy denocracy and give

WWw. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

210


http://www.trustArray.com
http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 42-4  Filed 11/17/25

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:1914

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON
Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

Page 116 of 274

114

citizens anple time to review and chal | enge any
unfair boundaries. W can't ignhore the stark
contrast. The conmi ssion's independent public
driven approach has delivered fair
representation. But this |egislative push
sparked by other politics threatens to drag
California into redistricting wars that
prioritize party power over people. The

I ndependent citizens redistrict Conmi ssion held
over 100, actually over 200 neetings and wel cormed
extensive input fromvoters on the conmunities
and needs ensuring a thorough and transparent
process. These anmendnents to SB280 are essenti al
to ensure that there is enough input and review
tinme for voters to understand what they are
voting on. This is a very conplex natter. These
are very intricate maps that cover the entire
state and peopl e need to know what conmunities
have been split, what conmunities have, what
counti es have been split out, what their
representation will actually |ook like. So
giving California that tinme that they deserved,
much |i ke they had during the comm ssion's
exhaustive process, hel ps ensure that we have

fundanental fair review before those are voted
on. And | respectfully ask for your | vote on
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this reasonabl e anendnment. Thank you.
Assenbl ynenber Gal | agher. Majority Leader.
Madam Maj ority Leader, you're recognized.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCIA: | nove delay the
amendnments on the table.

MR, SPEAKER: Seconded by Assenbl yrmenber
Garcia. This notion is not debatable. It takes
a majority of those present and voting nenbers.
This is a procedural vote. Clerk will open the
roll. Al nmenbers vote who desire to vote.
Majority | eaders asking for an | vote. Leader
Gal | agher is asking for a no vote. All nenbers
vote who desire to vote. Al nenbers vote who
desire to vote. The clerk will close the roll.
Tally the votes. Ayes 48, nos. 19. The
anendnents are laid on the table. Assenbl ynenber
Demai 0, you are recogni zed.

MEMBER DEVAI O©  Thank you, M. Speaker. |
rise in strong opposition to SB 280 and have an
amendment at the desk. Assenbl ynenber Denai o
will. W still need to open on the neasure first
and then you will be recognized for the amendnent
at the author. There's an anmendnent at the desk.
M. Dermai o, you're out of order. M. Demaio, you

may approach the deus and speak with the chief
clerk. Your anendnents are not here at the desk.
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Assenbly menber Pellerin. Okay, we have. W
have sets of anendnents here. Assenbl ynmenber
Castillo, we have your set of amendnents. Would
you like to speak on your anendnents?

Assenbl ymenber Castill o, you are recognized to
speak on your anendnents. Cerk will read the
amendnment s.

CLERK: Senate Bill 280 with anendnents by
Assenbly Menber Castillo. Set one. Assenbly
Menmber Castillo, you are recognized.

MEMBER CASTI LLO.  Thank you, M. Speaker.
Menbers, | am presenting these Amendnents today
because California voters created the Ctizens
Redi stricting Comm ssion for one clear purpose.
To take the power of drawing district |lines away
frompoliticians and return it to the people.
Yet Governor Newsom and Denocrat politicians are
seeking to redraw our maps w thout transparency
and public input. What we see before us today is
exactly the kind of gerrymandering Californians
t hought they ended when they approved the
Citizens Redistricting Comrission in the first
pl ace. These amendnents to SB280 nake sure the
commi ssion remains truly independent. By mnaking

it a msdeneanor for elected officials to
communi cate with conm ssi oners about district
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l'ines, we close the door to backroom deal s and
unet hical political pressure. |If redistricting
is to happen, it should happen on the nerits of
the needs of the people, not because powerful
politicians whispered in the ear of the
comrission. This is sinply about trust. The
public deserves to know what the maps they live
under are drawn fairly, not manipul ated for
parti san advantage. W stand here as el ected
representatives of California, not Texas. W
were sent here to protect the will of the
California voters. This has nothing to do with
Texas. | respectfully ask for your support on
these anmendnents to protect the will of
California voters. Thank you for your attention
to this matter.

MR. SPEAKER:. Thank you. Assenbl ynmenber
Castillo. Madam Mpjority Leader, you are
recogni zed. | noved.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: Lay the amendnents
on the table.

MR. SPEAKER  Seconded by Assenbl ynenber
Garcia. Menbers, this notion is not debatable.
It takes a majority of those present voting.

This is a procedural vote. Cerk will open the
roll. Al nenbers vote who desire to vote. The
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Majority Leader is asking for an aye vote.
Assenbl ynenber Castillo is asking for a no vote.
Al'l nenbers vote who desire to vote. All nenbers
vote who desire to vote. Cerk will close the
roll. Tally the votes. Ayes, 55. Noes, 19.
The anendnents are laid on the table.
Assenbl ynmenber Gal | agher Set 3. You are
recogni zed for your amendnent, sir. The clerk
will read. Excuse me. Clerk will read. Senate
Bill 280 with amendnents by Assenbly Menber
Gal | agher. Set three. Assenbly Menber
Gal | agher, you are recogni zed.

MEMBER GALLAGHER  Thank you, M. Speaker
So this is the anendnent that | was. | was
speaking to earlier that was taken out. So right
now, ACA8 does not have a trigger provision. |If
Texas were to nmove forward with redistricting,
that this would only go into effect if that
happens. | am proposing this anmendnment to SB280
to nake that the case. And truly, if the debate
that we just heard is true, that we have to do
this because of what Texas is doing. And by the

way, one House has passed the redistricting

nmeasure. Another House still has to pass it.
The Governor would Still have to sign it in
Texas. Put the condition in the bill. If it's
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truly about Texas and you're countering what
Texas is doing, then there should be a condition
on this ACA and this nmeasure going forward. |If
you truly believe that, then you shoul d support
this anmendnent. And that's again another sinple,
reasonabl e anendnent |'m proposing to this
legislation. | hope that this body will support
it and put your nobney where your nmouth is. Thank
you. Assenbly nenber Gallagher. Madam Majority
Leader, you are recogni zed.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCIA: | nove delay the
amendrments on the table.

MR. SPEAKER: There is a notion by the
Majority | eader. Seconded by Assenbl ynenmber
Garcia. Menbers, this is a procedural vote. It
is not debatable. Takes majority of those
present voting. Cerk will open the roll. Al
nenbers vote who desire to vote. The ngjority
Majority leader is asking for an aye vote. M.
Gal | agher is asking for a no vote. All nenbers
vote who desire to vote. Al nenbers vote who
desire to vote. The clerk will close the roll.
Tally the votes. Ayes. 55, nos. 19. The
amendrments are laid on the table. Cderk wll

read set four of the amendnents. Senate Bill 280
w th anendnments by Assenbl ynenber Tangi pa. Set
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four summary. Menber Tangi pa, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER TANG PA:  Thank you. This anendnent
is sinmple. And if you voted for aca8 and the
maps it created or sorry and you're about to vote
on this, you shouldn't be allowed to inmediately
run for those districts. You shouldn't have a
vested interest in approving the neasure. And if
you truly believe that SB280 was about fairness,
then you shoul d have no probl em steppi ng back and
giving up the chance frombenefiting fromit.
Thi s anendnent cl oses that |oophole. It makes
sure the legislature | egislators can't change the
rul es one day and cash in on themthe next.
Public service should cone first before self
interest, period. | ask that you support these
anendnents and you prove that you don't have a
vested interest. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Thank you,

Assenbl ynenber Tangi pa. Madam Majority Leader,
you are recogni zed.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCIA: | nove to lay the
amendnments on the table.

MR SPEAKER: Majority |eader has noved to

|l ay the anendnents on the table. Seconded by
assenbly menber Garcia. Menbers, this is a
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procedural vote. Takes 40 mgjority of those
present in voting. Cerk will open the roll.
Al'l menbers vote who desire to vote. Majority
| eaders asking for an | vote. M. M. Tangipa is
asking for a no vote. Al nenbers vote who
desire to vote. Al nenbers vote who desire to
vote. Cerk will close the roll. Tally the
votes. Ayes 53, nos. 19. The anendnents are
laid on the table. Now onto the bill in Chief.
The Cerk will read Senate Bill 280 by Senat or
Cervantes and others inaccurating to el ection and
maki ng it appropriation, therefore declaring the
urgency thereof to take effect i medi ately.
Assenbl ynenber Pillorin, you are recognized.
MEMBER PI LLORIN: Thank you. Good
afternoon, M. Speaker and nenbers. | rise to
present SB 280, a bill that is jointly authored
by Senator Cervantes and nyself. This bill calls
for a statew de special election on Novenber 4th
of 2025. This special election gives California
voters the opportunity to vote on a Congress
constitutional anendnent. Let me repeat that.
California voters, not elected officials, wll
nake the final decision. ACA 8 as was presented

by ny coll eague from Menlo park, will allow for a
one time tenporary md decade redistricting of
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our state's Congressional districts. Not because
we want to, but because we want to allow voters
to to decide if they want to fight against the
horrific Trunp policies that are harming their
fam lies, businesses, comunities and
institutions. SB 280 al so nakes the necessary
statutory changes to allow for the election to be
held on time and to allow elections officials to
conduct a fair and transparent, secure and
accessible election. As a fornmer county

el ections official, | can attest that the county
el ections officials |I know are the nost

prof essional, well trained, dedicated group of
public servants | have ever net. They have
proven tine and again that they can deliver

el ections with accuracy, integrity and

dedi cation. From presidential contests held
during a pandenic to recalls held during
wildfires, they have risen to every challenge. A
speci al election in Novermber will demand
extraordinary effort and resources. But | have
full confidence that with the proper state
support and under the | eadership of our Secretary
of State and her team they will once again

ensure that every voter has access, every ball ot
is secure and every voice is heard. SB 280 al so
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i ncl udes | anguage to ensure that counties are
made whol e for the cost of conducting this
special election. This provision was especially
inmportant for nme and | know that it's inportant
for counties of all sizes to quickly touch on the
i ssue of costs. | know there's been concern from
sone the of of ny colleagues that having this
special election is not the best use of state
dol lars. \Whatever it costs to conduct this
special election pales in conparison to the
massi ve econom ¢ harm by Trunp on our state.

W' ve heard many people speak of it today. H's
tariffs have fueled higher prices. Famlies are
payi ng nore at the grocery store. And yet he's
slashing billions of dollars fromfamlies food
assi stance, |eaving 735,000 Californians at risk
of losing calfresh. He's cutting nearly a
trillion fromMedicaid to pay for tax breaks.

For billionaires putting Medi cal coverage for 3
nmllion Californians on the line. And he's
hol di ng back nearly a billion dollars for our K
t hrough 12 schools. Trunp's mass arrests,
detentions, and deportations will cost the state
billions of dollars and elimnate $23 billion in

tax revenues. Trunp's policies slash science and
climate funding, strip wonen's and LGBTQ ri ghts,
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cut support for veterans, seniors, and people
with disabilities, and target our comrunities of
col or, undermning health, dignity, and
opportunity for the nost vulnerable. The |i st
goes on. Trunp's policies don't just hurt our
econony. They hurt our famlies, our schools,

our health, and our future. That is the
denmocracy we are fighting for. |It's the people.
A governnent of, for, and by the people. The
cost of this election is pennies conpared to the
price Californians are already paying for Trunp's
failed policies. But ultimately, California
doesn't have to spend a single dinme on this
special election. Qur state's Republican
representatives in Congress can march over to the
Wi te House right now, pick up the phone,
organi ze thenselves, and tell the president to
stop what is happening in Texas right now. Now,
his grab for five seats that he thinks he is
entitled to. And they better act fast, because
we know t hat map has been passed by the House and
it's going to the Senate today. As long as this
president thinks he's entitled to nore Republican
seats in Congress, regardl ess of how the people

vote, and as |long as Republican officials
nationally are unwilling to stand up and to fight
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for it and to preserve our denocracy, then
California nust give voters this opportunity to
deci de whether to fight back agai nst these
authoritarian tactics by approving the use of
these tenporary congressional district maps. |
respectfully ask for your. | vote on SB280.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Assenbly Menber
Pellerin. Assenbly Menber Denmio, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER DEMAI O. M. Speaker, permission to
use a prop. W are not allow ng props today, M.
Demai 0. Then why have you becone props to
Governor Gavin Newsom s presidential canpaign?
That is what SB 280 is. An unnecessary speci al
el ection at a cost of a quarter billion dollars.
Why? Because his canpaign for president has been
going down in flames and he needs sonething to
prop up his chances. Make no m stake about it,
this is a political stunt. An unnecessary,
costly special election because Gavin Newsom
needs chumin the water for political attention.
You know it and | know it. And you're allow ng
state taxpayer noney to be used for it. M
friends across the aisle say that this is no nore

than a special election, like the recall was in
2021. But let nme tell you why there's a big
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difference. The recall in 2021 was a citizen's
right. You nay disagree with it. | know you al
i kely voted against it. But it is a right of
the citizens to collect signatures and pl ace
itenms on the ballot and trigger a speci al

el ection. If you felt that this was necessary to
overturn the 2010 citizens initiative, that took
the power out of your hands to manipulate |ines
and that's what you're doing here. That's what
ACA8 does. Takes the power away fromthe
citizens conmission and gives it right back to
the politicians so they can do what they've done
for the last 72 hours. Go behind cl osed doors
and nmani pul ate maps and draw |ines and fashi on
congressional districts for themnmselves or their
friends in the future. |If you wanted to do al
that, then you should have done a citizens
initiative canpaign. You should have collected
your signatures like the recall backers did. But
you didn't. Because you have no probl em spendi ng
preci ous scarce state tax dollars in the mddle
of a budget crisis. You say that we have to
defend dollars for California, but you have

want only wasted noney. For exanple, giving free

health care to illegal immgrants at the cost of
$10 billion and counting. $250 million applied
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to our state budget may not make up for your

nmulti billion dollar deficit, but it's a start.
You know what $250 million would do? It would
fully fund Prop 36 so that we could give power to
and tools to the prosecutors and the | aw

enf orcenent agencies to arrest and puni sh
crimnals. Voters voted for Prop 36, but you
refused to fund it fromthe party that says |et
the voters decide and let's do what the voters
want. Baloney. You do what you want. M ght
makes right. And that's exactly what you've done
for the last 72 hours by tranpling over
constitutional provisions and violating House
rules. And you talk about a fair election.

SB280 shortens the tineline necessary for an

el ection. But because you have an urgency cl ause
there m ght makes right. You change el ection | aw
and now you're going to slap a mi sl eadi ng ball ot
title on. You can't even win based on the truth.
You say you trust the voters, but you don't trust
t hem enough to tell themthe truth. Because your
bal | ot neasure title. Because we've seen it.

W' ve seen your polling that the DCCC or someone
paid for. Retains the Independent Citizens

Redi stricting Conmm ssion. Are you proud of
your sel ves? Retains the |Independent Citizens
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Redi stricting Conm ssion. You are eviscerating
that comm ssion. You are nullifying that

conmi ssion.  You are suspending the voice of the
citizens. And what they decided to grab the
power back for yourself. And don't for a nonent
call it tenporary. You know darn well that this
is permanent. You will never give the power back
to the people once you seize it back fromthem
30 seconds. And finally you say that you're
going to respect the vote of the people. Did you
do that with Prop 36 by fully funding it? No.
Did you respect the vote of the people who put
Article 21 in our state constitution and said you
shoul dn't have the ability to draw naps? You are
drawing a map in violation of the state
constitution. You don't care about what the
voters said. You're disregarding it from 2010.
Ch, but they'll retroactively approve our
decision here, will they? G ve them an honest
ballot title. You'll see what these voters.

MR SPEAKER: Thank you, M. DeMaio. Thank
you, M. DeMaio. M. DeMaio. That was pretty
funny. | was so tenpted to recogni ze birthdays,
but | refrained. Assenblynenber Gallagher, you

are recogni zed.
MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you, M. Speaker
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| rise in opposition. You know the scripture
that | quoted earlier about turning the other
cheek, It. It is a hard word. It's a hard word
for ne because all this week, all |'ve wanted to
do is fight back. And when you see sonethi ng you
think is wong, that's your imredi ate gut
reaction. But that scripture is for me, and it's
for everyone in this room And it nay be hard,

it may go against the grain, but it is
nonet hel ess true. And | think what is also true

is that we have to stop saying that our denocracy

isin peril. And let nme talk about that a little
bit nmore. 1've been hearing that since | was in
col lege. | remenber when CGCeorge W Bush won the

el ection, and that was all you would hear. Oh,
my God, our denpbcracy is over. He's a warnonger.
Al'l these outl andi sh statenents that we make
about our opponents, right? To gin up the base,
to make. To further polarization. It really
started even back then on ny side, when Gbhama got
el ected, oh, ny God, our denobcracy is over. You
know, he's a communist plant. He's probably
going to bring about communism right? To gin up
the base, right? And then, of course, when Trunp

got el ected, oh, our denocracy is over. And yet
we had an election, right? And Joe Biden was
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el ected president. |Inmagine that. Qur denocracy

wasn't over, right? And of course, on our side,

a lot of people upset as well. W didn't |ike
what Joe Biden was doing. | didn't like his
policies. | Did not like his executive orders

that | thought were an overreach of executive
power. | certainly called themout. But our
denocracy was not over, no, not by a |long shot.
W didn't stop neeting in these halls as the

representatives of the people. W didn't stop

doi ng those things. People still voted,

el ections still happened. And Donald Trunp was
re elected president in the last cycle. | know
that that bothers you. | know you don't like it,

but he was duly elected. And our denobcracy i s no
nore in peril than it was back when George W
Bush or when Barack Cbama was el ected or when Joe
Bi den was el ected. So stop saying that because
it contributes to the problem ginning everybody
up further polarization, nore vortex of

pol ari zation that we can't get out of. That's
the problem W have a responsibility right here
inthis building to pass just laws. And now we
have a bill before us. It is not just to suspend

el ection |l aws, to suspend the tine that people
have to revi ew constitutional anmendnents, to
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shorten the time for when you' re supposed to have
el ections, shorten the tinme when people have the
ability to review and, and that give public

i nput, to nmove through these bills in three days
when you' re supposed to have at |east 30 days in
print before you even hear them And you know
it. It's not just. So don't pretend that it is.
And here's another truth. Al the flowery

| anguage, all the defending denocracy, standing
up, fighting for your denpbcracy, all of that is
all subterfuge for this one principle. Because
this is exactly what you were saying, that in
order to save denocracy, we nust dismantle it, we
must undermine it. In order to preserve
representation, you nust tenporarily suspend it.
That principle has never been true and has al ways
|l ed to despotismand authoritarianism But
you're followi ng along, nmarching along right to
it, giving away power that belongs to the people,
subverting the Constitution, and then saying
you're doing it under the auspices of denocracy.
30 seconds. You know, | had no probl em saying
that. | think ny president is wong. | agree
with a lot of his agenda, but | think he is wong

on this point. Wat |I don't hear over there on
this other side is that our governor is wong and

WWw. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

228


http://www.trustArray.com
http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 42-4  Filed 11/17/25

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:1932

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON
Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

Page 134 of 274

132

you were silent. Don't talk to ne about
executive overreach when he didn't even let us go
wor ship in our churches. And you said nothing.
When he shut down busi nesses, many of them Latino
owned i mm grant businesses, you sai d nothing.
Thank you, Assenbly nenber Gall agher --

MEMBER GALLAGHER: -- So stand up for
executive overreach when it really Mtters.

MR. SPEAKER  Thank you, assenbly nenber
Gal | agher, state your point. Assenbly menber.
Assenbly Menber Schultz, state your point of
order.

MEMBER SHULTZ: Yep. Al right. Thank you,
M. Speaker. Just want to encourage everyone to
follow the rules and not inpugn the integrity of
any nmenber of the body. |1'mpretty sure | can
borrow anot her handbook here by ny seat mate.

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, M. Schultz. Thank
you, M. Schultz. Your point of order is well
taken. Menbers, | will renmind you what | read
earlier, based in section 120 and 121. Freedom
of speech involves obedience to all the rules of
debate. The | anguage used by nenbers during
debat e shoul d be tenperate, decorous and

respectful. Assenbly nenber Tangipa -- You are
recogni zed.
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MEMBER TANG PA:  Thank you, M. Speaker. |
really like to do data, facts and dates, so let's
have sone. Seven nonths ago, there was a
different president in the Wite House. Let's be
clear. The challenges Californians faced are the
sanme ones they are now. But then, back then,
seven nonths ago, the average cost of a home in
the state, in this state was 825,000. One in
every five Californian right now can't afford
their utility bills. Recent college graduates
were drowning in student |oan debt, and snal
busi nesses were shuddering at an alarm ng rate.
The fact of the matter is this. The comon
denom nator in all of this isn't who sits in the
White House. It's the priorities.

MR, SPEAKER: Excuse ne, Assenbl ynenber
Tangi pa. Just a nonent, somebody. Memnber
Har bi di an, state your point of order.

MEMBER HARBI DI AN:  Thank you, M. Speaker.
Wul d ask the speakers to actually speak to the
bill in front of us and --

MR, SPEAKER: -- Thank you, Assenbl ymenber
Har Bi di an. Your point is well taken. Menber
Tangi ba, please speak to the nerits of this bill

MEMBER TANG BA:  And we are here today
debating a bill that does nothing to address
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housing affordability, utility rates, education,
or small business survival. Instead, we're
debating a bill that wites blank checks for an
el ection that solves nothing that was never asked
for by anybody. The Legislative Analysis Ofice
and the Departnent of Finance, two offices that
rarely agree on nuch, are in |ockstep on one
thing. Qur state faces a structural deficit
between 10 billion and 30 billion. Until 2028,
we don't even know the final cost of this
election. The analysis says it'll likely runin
the hundreds of mllions of dollars when. At a
time when we're already in the red. And that's
even before we even factor in the additional

bl ank checks that are witten by the Attorney
Ceneral for an inevitable litigation that wll
truly, truly follow coll eagues. This bill and
the manner in which it is being forced through
the legislature is the exact opposite of fiscal
responsibility. Again, as a business owner and a
realtor, it usually takes around 21 days to
perform due diligence. Wen spending $500, 000 on
a honme. | can't even get 21 mnutes in a
comittee to performdue diligence and we're

debating on spending over $200 mllion. That's
just financial insanity. This is a bill that
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woul d spend millions of dollars and affect 40
nmllion Californians. Witing Bl ake checks

wi t hout due diligence is grossly negligent.
Californians deserve nore than two hearings,
limted commrents and no answers. Rather than
wasting hundreds of mllions of dollars on a
speci al election that nobody asked for, we have
an opportunity to reevaluate our priorities. The
noney could be used to address very real and
critical issues. Madera County, a rural county.
The hospital is struggling to remain open in that
exact county. You cannot have a baby in it. And
| represent them along with others coll eagues.
Let's be honest. This bill is not about solving
California's real problens. It's about political
garmesnanshi p at the expense of 40 nillion people
who are already stretched to their limts. Every
dollar we throw at a vanity project is a dollar
we steal fromfanilies who cannot afford
groceries, fromthe six to eight hospitals on the
verge of closing its doors fromstudent to buried
in debt and small businesses just trying to
survive. If we pass this bill, we're not just
witing blank checks. We're witing off the very

people we elected to serve. Californians deserve
| eadershi p, not reckl essness. They deserve
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solutions, not distractions. They deserve a

| egislature that treats their hard earned tax
dollars the sane as they treat their own. | will
not stand by and rubber stanp financial insanity.
| urge you to join me in rejecting this wasteful,
shortsighted and hypocritical bill. Wen asked
mul tiple tinmes, how nuch does it cost? Can we.
Can we allocate noney? | was attacked over and
over and over again. And if we want to use
hypocri sy as an argunent, then let's ook at it.
Let's |l ook at the independent redistricting.
Let's look at all this. Let's bring up 1441 when
it was. If you even read the bill, if you even
read that partisan gerrynandering bill, you would
realize that it's based off of the registration
in that county, gets the majority. And it al so
has witten in that bill that the mnority party
doesn't even have to agree with it. That is
structurally different than the independent

redi stricting Comi ssion we have here, and it is
a blatant lie. And you are trying to gaslight
peopl e that we are hypocritical. Let ne do you
one better, because | look at this so much
There's another bill that was AB 2030 in 2022

that created the exact sanme thing that was a
partisan Citizens Redistricting Comm ssion. |
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ask that you | ook at a nonpartisan, independent
one and you protect the sanctity of it. And you
also prioritize a Californian's wallets because
they can't afford the BS. | urge a no thank you,
Assenbl ymenber Tangi pa. Assenbl ynenber MKi nner,
you are recogni zed. Yes.

MEMBER MCKINNER: M. Chair and menbers, |
urge an eye on SB 280 as we | ook at how nuch it's
going to cost to. To hold this election. M
col | eague quoted $200 million. Were | can find
that $200 million? Donald Trunp. He's froze
nearly $1 billion in education funds neant for
California schools. This noney supports after
school programs, teachers training and English
| earni ng progranms that tens of thousands of
California kids rely on. He's stripping these
funds, punishing our nost vul nerable. Look,
Donald Trunmp is not just playing politics. He's
del i berately punishing California's famlies,
students and workers by w thhol ding billions of
dollars we've already earned. W can, we cannot
all ow one man's vendetta to rob our state of his
future. He's also holding research in higher
education funds. Trunp has pulled $584 nmillion

in federal research grants from UCLA al one,
t hr eat eni ng groundbr eaki ng cancer research.
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MR SPEAKER: He's pulling noney.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  He's hol di ng noney.
| haven't heard anyone stand up and.

MR SPEAKER: Say why he is pulling noney
from

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCIA: Qur state on this
vendetta. And so | think that we can find the
noney to save denocracy. And with that, | ask
for an | vote.

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, Assenbl ynenber
McKi nner.  Assenbl ynenber Davi es, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER DAVI ES: Thank you, M. Speaker.
Yes. There were five questions to my poll, so |
thought 1'd finish themup again. Listen to the
peopl e, because what |'mhearing is there's no
limt to the cost for this election. So we had a
guestion. |If the state were to hold a specia
el ection to change the redistricting process, it
coul d cost taxpayers nore than $200 nmillion
Knowi ng this, would you support or oppose hol ding
a special election on this issue? Denocrats
supported it by 64% Republicans opposed it by
90% And once again, independents opposed it by

69% Al so, sone people say giving redistricting
power back to politicians could lead to
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gerrymandering. Districts drawn to favor

i ncunbents or one party. Qhers say politicians
are accountable to voters and should have this
responsibility. Wich view conmes closest to
yours and your concerns? 56% of Denocrats said
they had concerns. Republicans, 98% said they
had concerns with politicians making the maps.
And 90% of i ndependents had strong concerns about
putting it in the hands of politicians. So once
again, it's not ny voice, it's the people's

voi ce, and they deserve to be heard. | recomend
an opposition to SB 280. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Assenbl ynenber
Davi es. Assenbl ynenber Berman, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER BERVMAN. M. Speaker, is there a
doctor in the House? Are you asking the chair,
M. Bernman? Yeah, |'m asking the speaker if we
have. | amseverely worried. Sone coll eagues
fromacross the aisle are suffering fromsevere
Gavi n Derangenent Syndrome, and |'m worried about
their health. But I'Il tell you, I"'mso tired.
I"'mso tired of hearing the faux outrage and the
| ecturing and the hypocrisy from col |l eagues who

are silent or worse yet, support efforts to rip
food assi stance away from hundreds of thousands
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of Californians who supported efforts to rip
health care away frommllions of Californians,
especially in their districts. I'mso tired of
Republ i cans. Excuse ne, colleagues from across
the aisle who conplain about the cost of
denocracy, but who are silent when the President
of the United States. The duly el ected President
of the United States. Never a debate on that for
nme. No, stop the steal over here. Wants to
extort California institutions for billions of
dol lars. But now, now when we're trying to

def end denocracy, it's too high of a cost to
bear. Eight and a half years in, and the faux
outrage has gotten a little nauseating. |
encourage ny col |l eagues to vote Aye on SB 280.
Thank you, Assenbl ynenber Berman. Assenbl ynenber
Hadwi ck, you are recogni zed.

MEMBER HADW CK: M. Speaker, | rise today
in strong opposition. Arise today for rural
California, for the comunities that have once
been get once again been forgotten and sidelined
by a process that shoul d have been transparent,
but instead was conducted in secret behind cl osed
doors. |'ve stood side by side by coll eagues on

both sides of the aisle to fight for federal
funding. | truly try to make deci sions for
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people, for the people that live in ny very

uni que district. | went to D.C. to speak again
to both sides of the aisle for funding for secure
rural schools, for Head Start, for tribes. So
was not silent then, and | can't be silent now.
These redistricting efforts divide ny district
into pieces, splitting apart conmunities that
share history, geography, and real human
connection. How Does Mbddoc county belong in a
district with Marin and the Gol den Gate Bridge?
These counties are 400 niles apart and separated
by two nountain ranges. The priorities of

Al turas and Sausalito could not be nore
different. M rural county that borders O egon
and Nevada, with eight residents now wi |l have
the sane representative as our governor in Marin
County. Modoc county, one of the poorest and
nost renote in the state, grouped with Marin
county, one of the wealthiest and urban. That is
not a community of interest. That is politica
Frankenstein. The people, not the politicians,
shoul d choose their representatives. M district
hat es governnent. | grew up in the origina
state of Jefferson. They don't trust our state.

This plan is a violation of what little public
trust we have left with Californians. |It's
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expensive, it's rushed, and it's done w thout the
consent of the very people that we claimto be
protecting. And if it can happen here, it can
happen anywhere. And | don't agree that it
shoul d happen anywhere. The ganes, the revenge,
the hate, the politician answers to very sinple
guestions. The actions taken by this body this
week. This is why people, people don't trust us.
W' ve heard a lot of quotes from Martin Luther
King Jr. Today, and one of mny favorites that
he's al so nost probably his npst fanmous quote
that | try to live by every day is, darkness
cannot drive out darkness. Only light can do
that. And hate cannot drive out hate. Only |ove
can do that. M district has two congressnen
that are bold, relentless fighters who stand tal
for rural California. They don't back down from
a fight, whether it's defending our water, our
farms, our natural resources, disaster relief, or
simply our way of life. Now they are being
targeted with this new map designed to sil ence
our voice. Again, strip what little power these
rural communities have, and we cannot afford to

| ose them W need | eaders who know us, who

stand with us and fight like hell for us. They
are loved in ny district because they understand
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ny very unique district. You cannot serve
conmuni ties that you do not understand, and you
cannot fairly represent people whose voi ces you
deli berately silence. M district is arguably
the nost conservative in the state, and | truly
hate the party lines, the divide. | represent
everyone that lives in ny district, no matter
what party, and | try to take that into

consi deration in ny work because that is good
governance. The party divide in these new maps
are not ny only concern. M concern is that ny
district is diced into pieces, creating an urban
versus rural divide that already happens every
day in this building. This is not good
governance. This is about control. And it's
rural Californians who will pay the price? This
isn't just bad policy. It's bad faith. And
Californians, ny constituents, deserve better
than to be used as pawns in a political game that
we weren't even invited to play in. | believe
the voters will see through this in Novenber, and
the results will be that we all lose. The only
thing that we're going to have is nore
Californians that think that their governnment is

once again trying to trick them once again
wasti ng noney on political nmessaging and once

WWw. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

240


http://www.trustArray.com
http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 42-4  Filed 11/17/25

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:1944

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON
Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

Page 146 of 274

144

again letting themdown. The people, not the
politicians, should choose the representatives.
And at the end of the day, Californians deserve
better than this.

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, Assenbl ynenber
Hadwi ck. Assenbl ynenber Sanchez, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER SANCHEZ: Col | eagues as we listen to
the debates today on the floor. Do you
under stand now why people feel the systemis
ri gged agai nst then? These di scussions are not
just about maps. They are about our val ues.
It's about whether this legislature is |listening
to the people of California or only to itself.
On April 23, 2025, Speaker Robert Rivas said
sonething that hit hone for so many of us.
California's cost of living is the single biggest
threat to our future. Mddle class famlies
earning 125,000 a year are struggling to afford
rent, child care, groceries. And that is not
sustainable. He was right. | see it in ny
conmunity every single day. Heck, I've lived it.
Fam lies working two to three jobs, parents
| eavi ng the house before the sun cones up and

com ng home |ate at night still wondering if
they're able to make enough for rent to keep the
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l'ights on or to put food on the table. And yet
here we are asking for $250 mllion fromthose
sane famlies and spending it on redistricting,
on carving up maps to protect politicians. Let's
be real. This $250 mllion is not going to put a
bag of groceries on the table. And it doesn't
help a nompay for childcare. 1t doesn't keep a
roof over a famly's head. Wat it does do is
make |ife harder for the very people who are

al ready struggling the nost. That noney coul d be
used to keep teachers in classroons, to reduce
childcare wait lists that working parents have
been stuck on for years, to fund wildfire
prevention or to expand nental health services
that our conmunities so desperate desperately
need. Instead, Sacramento wants to waste it on
politics. And that's the problem Too often
this building puts the needs of politicians
before the needs of the people. And that's why
so many Californians, especially in working class
communities and in Latino communities |ike mne
feel forgotten. W cane here to Serve the
people, to serve our brothers, to serve our
sisters in our neighborhoods, not to serve

ourselves. And the people are telling us |oud
and clear they cannot afford nore broken
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promises. So | urge you, stand with our
California famlies. Stand with the workers who
are breaking their backs to give their children
and their kids a better Future. Reject this $250
mllion power grab. Reject rigging the system
agai nst the people. Protect famlies, not
politicians. | urge a no on SB 280.

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, Assenbl ynenber
Sanchez. Assenbl ynenber Stephanie, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER STEPHANI E:  Thank you, M. Speaker.
| rise after a contentious week being in
el ections conmttee on Tuesday. And one of the
things | said in that comrttee was just stating
the obvious. They feel one way about what is
happeni ng in Texas or what has happened in Texas,
and we feel another. And |I'm desperately trying
to understand the other side. And it canme to ne
that this is really just about power. They are
okay with his power. W are not. Wat is
happeni ng in Texas nmay be happening in Onio,

M ssouri, Florida and others doesn't scare the
ot her side. You mght say gerrymandering is
wong, but it doesn't scare you. It scares us.

Scares nme a lot. You are okay with his
| eadership. We are not. You are okay with his
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insane all caps tweets that enbarrass this
country? | amnot. You are okay with the
rolling out of the red carpet for a murderous
dictator on American soil? | amnot. There are
so many things about his power that scare nme, and
his attenpts to increase it scare ne even nore.
And that is why | amfine with what we Denocrats
are doing here today in California. Because as a
menber from Pal ndal e said earlier in another
debate, gerrymandering is wong when it's
benefiting people. Wen you're doing it to
wongly benefit certain people, you shouldn't do
it. And Texas is all too willing to redraw the
lines without voter input to benefit Trunp, whose
power scares the hell out of ne. They are not
just enabling Trunp, they are handing in the
keys, the maps and the Sharpie. W' re eight
months in, eight nonths in. No disaster relief
while California's homes literally burn. Cuts to
Medicaid. | hear a | ot about health care cuts to
Medi caid that hurt the poorest of California's

ki ds, seniors, people with disabilities, putting
them at great risk. Public schools defunded,
cruel, pointless immgration raids that just

scare and really bother anyone if you have any
enpathy at all. Tariffs that tank snall
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busi nesses that we all care about raise prices
for working people, and that includes food
prices. Courts stacked with extrem sts These are
your stupid prizes, the stupid prizes that |
tal ked about the other day in conmittee. And
it's going to get worse and you're going to get
nmore. And it's not going to be on us because we
are doing everything we can in California to stop
it. We're not doing this to the people. W're
doing this with the people. And we are asking
t he people on Novenber 4th to validate our fear
of Donald Trunp's power. Thank you

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, Assenbl ynenber
St ephani e.  Assenbly Menber Patterson, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER PATTERSON. Thank you, M. Speaker
You know, | was fortunate enough, |I'mvery
fortunate enough to be able to go home every day
and see ny famly, kiss my babies good night,
drop them of f at school. Despite nmy colleague to
ny left, I'malways mss pre session at the
caucus because dropping nmy kids off at school
every single day. You know, | come into this
buil ding and | think about the things that we've

wor ked on together. Social nedia, harnms of our
children, over processed foods that are causing
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detrimental inpacts on our children. And all of
us, colon cancer screenings that m ght not be
required pretty soon together, hopefully we can
get that done and through the finish line if it's
not vetoed again this year. But these are things
we' ve wor ked on together and many, nany ot her
things. And | just wonder if there's alittle
bit of ammesia about 90% of the work that we do

t oget her, Republicans and Denocrats. Sonme of the
things just to address the points that have been
made on this floor is that Republicans joined
together with you to pass resolutions about cuts
occurring on the federal |evel. Does anybody
renmenber that? W supported nmany of those

resol utions, but yet we're being accused of not
standing up to the nan or bending at the knees,
what ever that nmeans. W joined with you on

i ssues |ike that. Republicans authored a
resol uti on today saying that we need i ndependent
redistricting everywhere, and the Denobcrats voted
no. The Republican | eader of our caucus, one of
the nost conservative individuals that |I'm proud
to serve with, actually said it was wong for
Republicans in the president to pressure

redistricting in other states. He actually said
that. And it's like the very next speech froma
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col l eague on the other side of the aisle. | hear
about how Republicans don't stand up to the
president. All governments, including the
federal government, no matter who's in charge,
can have problens. But before we left for
recess, Governor Newsomwas talking his initial
statement on this, he didn't even want to put
this on the ballot. That was his initial
statenent, that he would just tell you to do this
wel |, guess what? Sonebody told himthat it's
actually got to go to the people. But | renenber
ny prediction that day, actually on nmy favorite
social nedia platform was make no m st ake about
it, if Governor Newsom asks the majority party
Denocrats to pass this out of the building, they
will pass it. And here we are doing exactly as
predicted. | didn't need a crystal ball. When
he wanted to undernine Proposition 36, did
anybody speak up and say, hey, you know what ?
That's a bad idea. Very few of you maybe behi nd
cl osed doors, but who doesn't have the courage to
speak up when Governor Newsom says crazy things
like that, underm ning Prop 36. Again, | don't
want to be |l ectured on us not standing up. Wo

stood up there? By the way, nost of ny
col | eagues in this chanber Qppose Proposition 36,
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and it passed in every single district. 30
seconds. Ask yoursel f, have you even voted

agai nst a nmenber of your party's bill? Sone of
you nmay have, sone of you may have, but you know
what happens? You, you kill it behind cl osed
doors because you, you don't have the courage to
even do a no vote. By the way, | have voted

agai nst bad Republican bills. But please do ne a
favor. Don't lecture us on who has the courage
to stand up, because |'ve never seen you say one
bad word on public record about the governor.
Wth that, | ask for a no vote. Thank you,
Assenbl ymenber Patterson, Assenbl ynenber Lackey,
you are recogni zed for the first tine.

MEMBER LACKEY: | will tell you that I'm not
proud of the way we spent our time this norning.
W' ve spent this whole, this whole floor
experience tal king about circunstances that
aren't really in our purview. W think that
we' re proxy Congress people today, and | think
that's misplaced. | think we have sone very
severe problens here in the state of California,
and we haven't spent one minute tal ki ng about
them In California. W all admit it's not

broken here. W have an independent redistrict
commi ssion that we're proud of the process, but
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we're going to get rid of it tenporarily because
we don't |ike what another state is doing. |Is
that really where we should be spending our time?
| don't think so. | think it's sad that we've

| et the circunstances nationw de distract us from
our real responsibility, and that is to the state
of California residents. W have very severe
affordability problens. W have insurance
problems. W have all these crisis circunstances
we didn't spend one mnute on today. W need to
be better than that. Everybody. And |I'm not
here to insult anyone either. | think that's
shameful. | think it's shameful when we point at
ot her people, we make them feel small, or at

| east try to make themfeel small. Shanme on al

of you for doing that. | don't care if it's our
peopl e or your side or our side. Wy are we
doing that? The people expect better fromall of
us. And | don't normally like to raise ny voice,
but I"'mtelling you, everybody, we are better
than this. | amproud to belong to this group of
peopl e, even though people that think |ike ne are
in small nunber. |'mproud of the fact that we
care. But | think we can al so be distracted.

And that's what's happened this norning. And |I'm
sorry about that. And | had to express ny
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regrets along that line. | hope we can be better
fromhere on out. Quit insulting people that

di sagree with you. Make your point and nake it
ef fective. Thank you. Thank you, Assenblynmenber
Lackey, seeing and hearing no further debate.
Excuse ne. Assenbl ynenber Schultz, you're
recogni zed.

MEMBER SCHULTZ: Thank you very rmuch, M.
Speaker. | just wanted to actually thank mny
col | eague from Pal ndale for his renmarks. | think
that decorumis inportant in this. In this
debate today. |In response to ny colleague from
Rockland, | would sinply say | have voted no on a
col l eague's bill. | have disagreed with the
governor, and nmany of you have exploited the.
That, to be very blunt, in the past, the point
I"mbringing up is this. W have to find a way
to disagree w thout being disagreeable. W're
not going to see eye to eye on this issue. |'m
not going to stand here and chall enge or question
any of your integrity or your notivations. |
think that we have to find a way to nove forward
on the issue. ACAA has passed out of this
chamber. | believe it will pass out of the

Senate, and it will be signed by our governor
SB280 is a compani on piece of |egislation that
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will ensure that every Californian's voice can be
heard. It is essential that we pass it. [1'Il be
voting aye, and | hunbly ask all mny coll eagues to
vote. | thank you to the authors.

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, Assenbl ynenber
Schultz, seeing and hearing no further debate.
Assenbl ymenber Pellerin, would you |ike to cl ose?

MEMBER PELLERIN: Thank you, M. Speaker and
nmenbers, thank you for the robust debate on this
floor today. Wien | woke up this norning, | knew
this was going to be a tough, difficult day. And
in looking for inspiration, | came across this
wooden pen | had in ny closet that's a nmenori al
fromthe Hol ocaust that sinply says never again
And | thought about the people in Gernany in
1930, in those 53 days that the authoritarian
dictator in their country changed the course of
history forever, that resulted in mllions of
deat hs of innocent Jewish lives. W are now at
the 212th day of this administrati on and we have
been fighting, fighting every single day for the
things we care about here in the state of
California. W' ve been passing | aws, we've been
passi ng resolutions, and we've been maki ng our

voi ce heard for the people of the state of
California. And at the end of this day, this is
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about those people, those people we represent
that Iive in our comunities, those hard working
fam lies, those nmons struggling to find

af fordabl e daycare. It's for our seniors, our
veterans, our persons with disabilities, our
imrgrant famlies who are out there making sure
we have food on our table, who serve in our
hospitality industries, who provide those vital
health care services to our |oved ones. These
peopl e who were heral ded as heroes during the
pandeni ¢ are now being taken away fromtheir
famlies, ripped away and put in detention
centers and treated like crimnals w thout due
process. This is about the people. This is
about our denocracy. And we can't just fight
what is happening right now with thoughts and
prayers and val ues and principles. W nust fight
this urgent fight. And I'msorry we don't have
nore tine. | wish we had nore tine. But tinme is
up. Texas has taken its action and California
will stand up for the people of California. And
we will this election on Novenber 4, 2025. And |
amtelling every eligible registered voter in
this state to make sure that you get that ball ot

and you vote your ballot and you nmake sure your
voice is heard. Wth that, | ask for your
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vot e.

MR. SPEAKER  Thank you, Assenbl ynenber
Pelleran. 1'll debate. Having ceased, the clerk
will open the roll. Al nenbers vote who desire
to vote. Menbers, this neasure requires 54
votes. All nenbers vote who desire to vote. Al
menbers vote who desire to vote. Kirk will close
the roll and tally the votes. Eyes 57 nos 20 on
the urgency. Ayes 57, nose 20 on the neasure.
The neasure passes without objection. |mediate
transmttal to the senate. Assistant Majority
Leader Garcia, you are recogni zed for your
procedural notions. Thank you M. Speaker.

AB604 has been received fromthe Senate. |
request unani nous consent to suspend Assenbly
Rule 63 to all ow assenbly nmenmber Aguiar Curry to
take up the bill today without reference to file
for the purpose purpose of concurrence and senate
amendnments. Thank you assenbly nmenmber Garci a.
Assenbly Menber Flora, you are recognized

MEMBER FLORA: Thank you M. Speaker. Wth
hol d consent and ask for a roll call vote. Ckay.
The notion has been nmade by Assenbl ynemnber
Garcia. It is seconded by Assenbl ynenber Otega.

This nmotion is not debatable. It requires 40
votes. Clerk will open the roll. Al nenbers
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vote who desire to vote System Majority Leader
Garcia is asking for an aye vote. M. Flora is
asking for a no vote. Al nenbers vote who
desire to vote. Clerk will close the roll and
tally the votes. Ayes 54 noes 18 rules are
suspended without reference to file AB 604 by
Maj ority Leader Aguiaracuri for concurrence and
senate anendnents. The Cerk will read Assenbly
Bill 604 by Assenbl ynenber Agriacuri and
accol ades for redistricting declaring the urgency
thereof to take effect immediately. Madam
Maj ority Leader, you are recognized.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  Thank you M.
Speaker and menbers, let's not dance around the
i ssue here. If California Denbcrats had our way,
the nmidternms would continue under the maps drawn
by our independent Citizens Redistricting
Conmi ssion. But that's not the nonent we're in.
W weren't planning on redistricting again until
after the 2030 census. But once Republicans in
ot her states started stacking the deck with md
decade maps designed to rig the 2026 el ection, we
had no choice but to act. W didn't start this
fight. W've said that numerous tines. And

we're not going to roll over. W have to neet
the nonent. AB 604 |ays out our new
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congressional districts, but only if voters
approve AC8. This tenporary map will only take
effect if the voters approve it, and only because
Republ i cans force partisan maps on voters in
other states. Unlike Texas, which is inposing
its maps on voters or asking hours for their
approval, there's nothing nore Denocratic than
that. The legislator's nap represents the work
of the independent Redistricting Conm ssion. By
keeping 76. 7% of Californians in their sane
congressional district, the legislator's map
respects California constitutional requirements
to maintain comunities of interest. The

| egi slative nap respects redistricting guidelines
by reuniting 26 cities, reducing the breakup of

| ocal jurisdictions based upon the Citizens

Redi stricting Conm ssion's work, hearings and
public input. More districts are nore conpact
and nost inportantly, the people, not

politicians, decide. So to ny Republican

col l eagues, if you want to stop this, the answer
isn'"t inthis chanber. 1t's with your colleagues
in Texas and with the President. Tell themto
stop trying to rig the elections. Tell themto

support a truly fair systemwhere every state
uses an i ndependent redistricting Comr ssion
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col | eagues, until that happens, California cannot
sit around and do nothing. So what happens next
year is up to the president, to the nationa
Republ i cans, and with this proposal, to the
California voters. Thank you

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, Madam nmajority
| eader. Assenbl ynmenber DeMai 0, you are
recogni zed. And now we get to the map. The map
that's the nurder weapon, killing denocracy in
our state. Excuse nme, M. DeMaio. Excuse ne,
M. Dermai 0. Assenbl ynenber Harbi di an, state your
poi nt of order.

MEMBER HARBI DI AN: The speaker is using
nmaps, M. Speaker. Against the rules. Thank
you, Mayo. Please refrain fromusing props. W
get to the map, the murder weapon of denobcracy in
California, the nurder weapon that will end
conpetitive elections, fair districts, exactly
what voters sought to prevent in 2010 when they
took the power away fromyou. And what did you
do over the | ast several weeks? You proved them
right, that you cannot be trusted to safeguard
our denocracy, to give us a voice. Because if we
adopt this nmap, we are silencing nillions of

voters. And you seemto be confortable with that
because the ends justify the neans. You've
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already laid out your ends. You don't like
Donal d Trunmp. W got the nessage. You don't

l'i ke Donald Trunp. That's what el ections are
for. Fair elections. You get to state your
poi nt of view. The American people get to hear.
They get to decide. And they decided what you
could do is get back to work for Californians.

But you've spent the last eight nmonths fighting
the guy in the Wite House rather than doing the
job for the constituents here in California. And
now you're going to continue to not do your job
and instead call an unnecessary special election
to try to cramthese maps through. So it |eads
the question. And there are two reasons why |I'm
asking this question. But it's a sinple
guestion. W drew the maps? This is a question
that you' ve refused to answer. The reason why we
ask who drew the maps is, nunber one, we need to
know whose interest was behind these maps.
Perhaps a sitting state legislator that wants to
create their own congressional district, or
perhaps a special interest that wants to dilute
the voices of certain constituencies. W deserve
to know who drew the maps to know what was their

interest. But secondly, | want to know who drew
the nmaps because I want to know who to hold
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accountable. 1In the absence of that, there is
the citizens initiative that was filed earlier
this week, the poison pill to hold politicians
accountable for trying to subvert the will of the
voters, to overturn the Citizens Redistricting
Commi ssion. That initiative would bar anyone who
voted for the map or voted for the ACA. Today
from seeking election for 10 years.

MR. SPEAKER  Excuse nme, M. DeMaio. M.
Schultz, please state your point of order

MR SHULTZ: Thank you. M. Speaker would
ask the speaker at the time to direct his
comments to the bill and not anything external to
our process today. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Schultz, your point is well taken. M. DeMi o,
pl ease state of the nerits of the the
| egi sl ation.

MEMBER DEMAIO.  Well, I'mtrying to get the
who because in the absence of knowi ng who, to
hol d accountable for this gerrynandered map, we
nmust hol d everyone involved in the. Call it a
conspiracy, a collusion, whatever you want to
call it, the effort to subvert denocracy. This
nmap is partisan. You adnit it's partisan. You

want to seize congressional districts for your
party. This map is self serving. A nunber of
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| egislators allegedly are going to get
congressional districts drawn for thensel ves.
This map silences the voices of communities,
cities and counties by splitting themup. And I
have a col |l eague from San Bernardi no who |ikes to
al ways tell us how he fights for the tribes. But
do you know that this map splits tri bal
reservations? Did you knowthat? | don't think
you know that. You haven't even been bothered to
| ook at the map. Most of you. Agua Caliente is
split. Santa Rosa tribe split. Rincon split,
split. San Pasqual tribe, split. Mesa G ande
split. Sequan tribe split. La Posta tribe
split. Canpo tribe split. Morongo tribe split.
Round Valley tribe split. D d you bother to
consult the Native American governnents with
sovereignty? No. | checked with several of
their representatives. Not a single call. But
you split those tribal governnents, scattering
them across different congressional districts.

So much for minority rights. So nuch for the

voi ce of the people. 30 seconds. W want to
know who drew the nmaps. But in the absence of
that, I will tell every single Californian in the

next seven weeks as we educate them as to what
really this initiative does. You want to hold
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peopl e accountable, hold the majority party
accountabl e for everyone who voted for this, who
wast ed our noney. And by the way, M. Newsom
when your canpaign for president ends, kindly
transfer your canpaign treasury over to the state
of California. Thank you, Assenblynmenber Derai o.
Thank you. Thank you, Assenbl ynmenber DeMi o.
Assenbl ynmenber Tangi pa, you are recogni zed.
MEMBER TANGQ PA:  Thank you, M. Speaker. So this
is how liberty dies. Wth thunderous appl ause.
That's what we've seen. That's the actions we've
had today. | grew up always in a toxic

rel ati onship, in an abusive relationship. You
could see it from100 niles away. Wen you hide
behi nd platitudes and. And percentages. Wen
we're saying that 76% of this nmap remains the
sane. That neans 24% but in raw nunbers, that
neans 10 nmillion Californians. 24%of this map
is only a huge majority of this state.
Republicans only represent 18% So that neans
100% of the Republican representative
representation in this state has changed. W can
see it. W see the toxic relationship, the
gaslighting com ng out of this |egislative body

and we're |l osing transparency that was built
under the Citizens Redistricting Comm ssion on
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how maps are allocated. People |Ioved. People
nmay not have al ways | oved every outcone, but they
knew t he process was open and they knew who was
responsible. But with the maps before us today,
we can't say the same thing. In fact, we can't
answer the nost basic question. Wwo drew the
maps? Who deci ded which cities should be kept
whol e and whi ch shoul d be divided? Wo nmade the
judgment call about where comrunities of interest
begin and end? | asked nine different questions
and got nine different answers. Was it the
Denocrati ¢ Congressional Canpaign Conmittee as
reported by the nedia? Was it Paul Mtchell and
special interests as stated in a podcast? Ws it
Denocrat | eadership as stated by nmy col | eagues on
the election conmttee? O is it the assenbly
and Senate El ections Conmttee as witten in the
bill? You couldn't even say that. And it's in
the legislation that somehow it was prepared by
ne on the Elections committee. Couldn't even get
that part right. The lack of authorship and the
| ack of transparency should trouble every
Californian, regardl ess of your political

i deol ogies. Normally, when the conm ssion does

its work, there are dozens, dozens of political
hearings. There are transcripts. There are
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recorded votes. There are expl anations of
criteria, details about conpeting priorities.
Here there is nothing. These maps sinply
appeared handed to us in 11th, in the 11th hour,
even as we. As if we're supposed to take them on
faith. But denocracy doesn't run on faith. It
runs on accountability. If we cannot point to
the people who drew the |ines, how can the voters
have confidence in then? And let us |ook at
these maps. Let's | ook at what these maps do.
In city after city, neighborhoods are carved up.
Conmunities are fought for decades to have their
voi ces heard, split all into pieces. And let ne
ask this plainly. How does it benefit a city to
be broken into small fragnents across nultiple
congressional districts? Does Fresno gain
strength by being cut into four different seats?
O does it sinply dilute the voices of its
residents? W are told that these maps protect
Cal i forni ans agai nst gerrymandering in other
states. You renoved that |anguage this norning
and didn't even tell anybody. But secrecy is in
its own formof gerrymandering. Wen |ines are
drawn behi nd cl osed, closed doors, w thout

expl anati on, w thout participation, and w t hout
accountability. W invite the very abuse our
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conmi ssion, the gold standard was set out to
prevent. So | ask this again. Wo drew the
maps? Wiy won't anybody say it? If this is
truly about fairness, why not allow the Citizens
Redi stricting Conm ssion, which voters created
precisely for this person, to do its job? Job?
Why, Rush? Wiy the secrecy? At the end of the
day, Californians deserve to know who is draw ng
the lines that will shape their comunities for
the next decade. They deserve to see the process
that the process and trust that is fair.
Anyt hing | ess underm nes the very foundation of a
representative governnment. Qur votes created the
Citizens Redistricting Conmm ssion because they
wanted fair maps, not political maps. They
wanted a property process that belongs to them
Not politicians, not insiders, and certainly not
parti san, anonynous nap nmekers working in the
shadows. California should remain a nodel for
denocracy, not a cautionary tale.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: 30 seconds.

MR. SPEAKER |f we accept naps with no known
aut hors and no known accountability, it doesn't
nmatter how many tinmes you say the word

transparency, there is none. The saying goes, as
California goes, so goes the nation. But passing

WWw. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

263


http://www.trustArray.com
http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 42-4  Filed 11/17/25

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:1967

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON
Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

Page 169 of 274

167

this bill, it will now be, as Texas goes, S0 goes
California. And for those reasons, |
respectfully ask you to lead this nation by
exanpl e and vote no on these maps, because you
don't even know who did them

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  Assenbl ynenber
Macedo, you're recognized.

MEMBER MACEDO. Thank you, Madam Chair. |'m
not sure how many of you watched the el ections
comittee this week, so | want to wal k you
through a few very key things that happened.
First, there was an attorney there to be a
technical witness. | asked him who are you here
on behalf of? He inforned nme that was protected
by attorney client privilege. | asked him who
is paying you to be here? Once again, he
woul dn"t answer that question. So then | asked,
are you being paid to be here? Once again, he
didn't answer that question. So then, as ny
col | eagues have stated, | asked the nost
fundanmental and sinplest of questions. Wo drew
the maps? So let nme share the answers. | was
shared with. First, it was Assenbly. Here we
are. Put your hands in the air if you drew the

maps. Didn't see one go in the air. So then |
was told it was the legislature. Once again
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here we are. |'mpart of the |egislature. |
didn't draw these maps. So then | was nocked for
not being a part of |eadership. That |eadership
and the | eadership teamdrew these maps. The

| eadership teamls here. Anybody want to own up
toit? Qur majority leader adnmtted she did not
directly draw t hese maps, and she is Leadership.
Is this the type of transparency you're prom sing
voters that? | was nocked for asking that
guestion. You' re not nocking ne. You're nocking
voters by not answering that question. These
nmaps, in the language it says the Assenbly

El ections Committee wote it. That is seven
people. Seven. M and ny coll eague can say we
did not participate in the drawi ng of these maps.
So | amasking that this is factually incorrect
in the bill and I am asking the author to renove
the words the Assenbly El ections Conmittee and

i ncl ude the Denocrat coll eagues on that comittee
that are willing to put their nanes on paper that
they drew these maps because | will not be

i ncluded in the debauchery that has happened with
the drawi ng of these maps. Are you requesting to
ask a question of the author? |1'mrequesting

that the author takes the anmendnent that we
remove the Assenbly Elections Comrittee | anguage
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because | do not want. | amone of seven people.
That is a snmall group of people that you have
lunped ne in with when | didn't even know ny
nmenber. Portal did not even say that | had an
El ections comrittee hearing until 20, |ess than
24 hours before the hearing. Concurrences cannot
be amended. Then | am asking a question of the
author. | wll address w thout objection. |
will address this in ny clothes. Thank you.
This is not transparency, and you know it's not.
You can stand here and adnoni sh us all day | ong,
but this is fundanental to your entire |lecture
today, that this is the nost transparent process.
The chair of this committee didn't even know that
the maps had been anmended. And you want to say
that the Elections Cormittee drafted these maps.
This is wong, this is deceit, and | wll rmake
sure the voters know that. Assenblynenber Flora,
you' re recogni zed.

MEMBER FLORA: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Col | eagues, there's been a lot said today and
"1l keep ny remarks very short. There's a |ot
of enotions today on both sides. Cearly there's
a lot of enotions with the federal government on

how people feel about that. Not a single one of
us have said, what Texas is doing is good, what
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California is about to do is good. But it's
because of enotions. And because of that

enoti on, we have policy. |If you do policy that
is enotional, it usually turns out bad. And one
way or the other. So I rise on behalf of a
comunity 33 miles south of here, conmunity of
just under 69,000 people called Lodi. Lodi is
split into three congressional districts al npbst
in the center of town. A community that is by
and large fanily have been there for generations.
A farm ng community. W have now split that.
Parents voting differently than their kids, than
their grandparents, coll eagues. Wen we do
things that are enotional, we get bad policy.
When we tal k about keeping comrunities together.
Splitting a conmunity of 68,000 people is sinply
wong. And ny heart truly goes out to Lodi and |
know there's other exanples that have been
stated, but this needs to be fixed. It truly,
truly does. W need to take the enotion out of
policy so we can create good policy and we nove
forward. Thank you. | respectfully asked for a
no vote. Assenbl ynenber Flora, Assenbl ynenber
Patterson, you are recogni zed.

MEMBER PATTERSON. Thank you, M. Speaker
| appreciate the opportunity. Today, these naps.

WWw. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

267


http://www.trustArray.com
http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 42-4  Filed 11/17/25

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:1971

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON
Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

Page 173 of 274

171

I'mgoing to answer a question for one of ny
col l eagues on the other side of the aisle. The
wor st kept secret in Sacramento history. There
aren't very many secrets in this place. This is
definitely not one. | was |ooking at an exchange
bet ween two nenbers of our press corps where one
nmenber kept asking elected officials, because,
you know, maybe el ected officials answer these
questions like who drew these maps? And you
know, that question was kind of asked a | ot
because, you know, it's an inportant question.
And anot her nenber of the press corps said, oh
come on, everybody knows who drew the naps.

Actual ly, they were just on a podcast saying they
drew the maps. So the worst kept secret in
America is that Denocratic consultant Paul
Mtchell drew these nmaps and told you all to
adopt it. And so there's no secret. W all knew
that. W all knew that. But | think what's,
what's. Wiat's interesting is that there

What's even not a secret is that one of the
presenters of the bill said sonething and, and |
want to ask the author, and I'Il put down ny mc.
One of the co presenters had nmentioned in

comrittee said specifically these are partisan
gerrynmandered naps. That is what was said in
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commttee by our co presenter. And I would just
like to know if that's your feeling as well with
that. Also, | respectfully asked for a no vote.
Thank you, Assenbl ynenber Patterson.

Assenbl ymenber Gal | agher, you are recogni zed.

MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yeah, thank you, M.
Speaker. And first of all, | just want to say |
do wite all of nmy own speech speeches. You
know, | don't need the governor's press office to
wite ny speeches like the speaker does. And
just a nonent, M. Gallagher. Assenblynenber
Ber man, you're recognized.

MEMBER BERVAN: | want to ask in his own
words, definitely not the gentlenman. Not the
gentl eman. The person from Nicholas. Not to
insult people on the floor and to keep his
comments to the bill that we're debating. Thank
you, assenbly menber Bernan, your point |s wel
taken, Leader Gallagher. Please do not inmpugn.
Pl ease be respectful, be decorous, followthe
rul es of debate as al ways.

MEMBER GALLAGHER: | only speak the truth,
and | can do no other, M. Speaker. And you
know, and apparently the majority | eader's speech

was witten yesterday because she read those
remarks. You are out of order, M. Gallagher.
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This is the last warning. |f you don't abide by
the rules of this House, we will nmove on. In her
remar ks, she says that this is only if Texas
noves forward. And we all know fromthe
anmendnent this norning that Texas is not a
condition of nmoving forward with this partisan
gerrymander. But let's just talk actually about
you guys saying fighting fire with fire, like
what is actually happeni ng, because right now,
actually, Texas and California are very sinmlar.
The minority party in both states gets about 40%
of the vote. Denobcrats get about 40%in Texas.
Here in California, we get around 40% here on
statewi de votes. But right now, Texas

congressi onal delegation is made up of 30%
Denocrats. You know how rmuch it is here in
California? 17% So al ready disparity. And
even if Texas does nove forward, they would be.
If they're successful in getting five seats in
Texas, they'd actually still be better than us in
representati on because 18% of the del egation
woul d be Denocrats. And neanwhile, here at 17.
And what you guys are doing with these maps is
taking us down to 7% That's fair. That's

representation. That's fire with fire. Seens
like a sledgehammer. And nore inportantly, it's
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not about party. |It's about taking away people's
rights of representation. Places. Places that
have neani ng, that have val ues, that have certain
views on. They share industries. And you can't
sit here and tell nme that a nmap for all of us to
see from MODOC to Marin county is fair
representation, that that neets the
constitutional principles of conpactness that are
in our Article 21 of the Constitution. This
specifically says districts shall not be drawn to
encour age geographic. That they shall be drawn
to encourage geographi cal conpactness such that
near by areas of popul ation are not bypassed for
nore distant population. And that's exactly what
that map does, and you know it. And the mgjority
| eader knows this because we both represent
districts, and | think we do it pretty well. W
stand up for our people. W fight for the things
that are in their interests. W represent them
well. And in Congress, | have A representative
Doug LaMal fa, who does that. And you have one
M. M ke Thonpson, who does the same thing. And
those congressnen actually work together on a | ot
of issues on water issues and that bipartisan

Fashi on actually is very hel pful when
adm ni strations change. But what this is going
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to do is blow that all up and create a one party
system And here's the other thing. Wo gets to
deci de who gets represented? Not the people, the
parties and the party insiders and the people who
have the favored inside track. And I'monly
sayi ng what's been reported is that one of the
nost powerful politicians in this |egislature,
the protem is reported to have been involved in
drawing a district that favors himthat he plans
torunin. | don't knowif that's a fact, but it
has been reported. 30 seconds. And | think
that's a big problem that the people don't
| onger get to choose who the representative is,
but the party insiders do. And that is the real
i ssue here. And guys, I'mjust going to end on
this because it is inportant you don't stand up
to this governor. You never have. And he is
doi ng wong things and he is pushing you and he
insults you all the time and says he jams you
And this is what he's got to do and he's going to
push it through. And for all this talk, man
that |'ve heard on this floor today, | just don't
understand it.

MR. SPEAKER. Thank you, Assenbl ynenber

Gal | agher, while you always bow and go to the
beck. Thank you, Assenbl ynmenber Gall agher.
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Thank you, Assenbl ynenber Gall agher.
Assenbl ynenber Ellis, you are recognized. |'d
like to know who drew the naps.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCIA: | do too.

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, assenbly nenber
Ellis, Assenblynenber Davies, you are recogni zed.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCIA: On behal f of
500,000 Californians, I'd like to know who do the
maps.

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, Assenbl ynenber
Davi es. Assenbl ynenber Di xon.

MEMBER DI XON: | too, on behalf of Assenbly
District 72, 500,000 Californians who drew the
maps.

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, Assenbl ynenber
D xon. Assenbl ynenber Mark CGonzal ez, you are
recogni zed.

MEMBER GONZALEZ: Let's be clear, nenbers.
| wite ny own talking points, so let's start
with that. And let's also be clear that the maps
didn't just come out of thin air. They were
drawn through California' s process with experts
and comrunity input years ago. Don't act brand
new. What frustrates nme is that people keep

obsessing over who held the pen instead of why
these nmaps even matter in the first place. This
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isn't a Scooby Doo nystery. There's no nmask to
rip off, no hidden villain. The process was
open, transparent and accountabl e from day one.
And let's be honest, the hypocrisy is glaring.
Reporters aren't grilling Republicans in Texas
about who's drawi ng their maps, even though those
maps are bl atant gerrynmanderi ng designed to
silence voters and lock in power. | don't hear
anybody on the right side saying that because
they know that they're wong. But here in
California, we followed the rules and did it
right. Suddenly, it's treated |ike a scandal .
Meanwhi | e, Republicans in Texas, Florida and
across the country are actively rigging districts
to silent voters and protect Donald Trunp, your
hero. California is not going to sit back and
|l et themcheat their way into power. These nmaps
are about protecting our denbcracy and maki ng
sure every comunity here has a fair voice,
peri od. Thank you, Assenbly nenber Gonzal ez.
Summi t menber Gall agher, state your point of
order.

MEMBER GONZALEZ: My point of order this,
M. Speaker, is there's been a lot of things that

m sstate the facts in the record through our
committee process and, and what we know t oday on
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the floor, one is that the election. Excuse ne,
M. Gallagher. What is the rule that has been
viol ated? State your point of order. Msstates
the testinmony and the record. Your point is not
wel | taken. Ckay. Appeal. Assenbly nenber.
Assenbly nenber Ranps, you are recogni zed

MEMBER RAMOS: Thank you, M. Speaker. And
I"'msitting here and hearing the different
debat es going on from col |l eagues from bot h sides
of the aisle. But | have to raise ny nic and be
able to tal k about when a coll eague fromthe
other side is tal king about history, talking
about California' s first people and drawi ng t hem
into this conversation. Were was that voice?
Where was that voice when this state was taken
fromthen? Where was that voice when their
representation isn't there? Were was that voice
when they were being nmurdered in the state of
California? And now you want to bring theminto
this debate because it benefits you. These are
things that we have to cone together and | ook at.
But when you start to exploit the history in the
state of California and. And for your own gain
is the sanme tactics that were used when this | and

was stolen and nurdered people of our culture to
get it. | would rather you stand up for all of
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those things, all those bad things, than to bring
themin to justify your seeing what's going on
here. You should not, and you shoul d be ashaned
of yourself to bring in the history. Because we
all know in these chanbers the atrocity, the

genoci de, the bl oods that shed and the bones that

are still in the archives of many institutions in
this state who still call our remmins of our
ancestors trophies in their backyard. |It's tine

that we conme together. And if you want to bring
things forward for your own gain, this body wll
not stand for it. |It's time that we stand for
the voices of all California Indian people and
stand up when they are brought into these debates
for your owmn gain. That's the sane tactic that
was used in colonization and. M. Speaker, |
call ed the nenber out. | called the nenber out
for using our people for self gain. That's what
brought down the state of California. That's
what the history is, what we're still fighting
for in the state of California. And when he
brings up lines in |and that has been drawn.
Drawn on stolen land. Conme on. He should be
repri manded for even bringing those things

forward to this fl oor. It's tine that we stand
in one unified voice. And when we tal k about
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debate, let's have it. But if you want to go
back into history and. And start to | ook at what
has happened and sonehow smirk and sml e about
the nurders that took place agai nst our people,
this body will not stand for it. Yes. Thank
you. Assenbl ynmenber Ranps. Assenbl ynenber
DeMai 0, you are recogni zed.

MEMBER DEMAI O. M. Speaker, | believe the
menber from San Bernardino would |ike to change
his vote on ACA 8. M. DeMiio, your point is not
wel | taken. Assenbly Menber Macedo, you are
recogni zed.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A M. Speaker, | have
a point of parliamentary inquiry.

MR, SPEAKER:. State your point.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCIA: | would like to ask
if it would be possible to submt a letter to the
Journal based on ny colleague's testinony that we
are willing to say who drew the maps. That it is
not the Assenbly Elections Conmittee. That based
on his testinony.

MR. SPEAKER  Excuse ne, Assenbly nenber
Macedo, you're asking whether or not it is
appropri ate.

MEMBER MACEDO. | am aski ng.
MR, SPEAKER: Excuse nme. You're asking. Let
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me finish. Wether or not you can submt a
letter to the Journal. Wy you're submtting a
letter to the Journal is irrelevant to your
inquiry. |Is that your question?

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  Yes, sir.

MR, SPEAKER: Just a nonent, M. Macedo. So,
Ms. Macedo, to answer your question, it is
appropriate if you have a letter. Where is that
letter?

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: | was unaware that
the testinmny would be given on the 4th.

MR. SPEAKER  Excuse nme. Please answer the
guestion. Were is your letter?

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: | cannot prepare
for sonething if 1I'mnot.

MR. SPEAKER: The answer to your inquiry is
if you had a letter, we would be able to vote
whet her or not that letter could be accepted.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: Then | asked a
notion for recess to draft nmy letter and then we
can cone back and vote.

MR. SPEAKER: It has been noved and seconded
that we recessed. Just a nonment, please. It's
been noved and seconded that we recess

tenporarily. Takes a majority of those present
and voting. Clerk will open the roll. derk

WWw. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

278


http://www.trustArray.com
http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 42-4  Filed 11/17/25

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:1982

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON
Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

Page 184 of 274

182

will open the roll notion by Macedo. We'Ill wait
till the roll Is open. Al those vote who desire
to vote. M. Macedo is asking for an | vote.
Majority Leader is asking for a no vote. All
those vote who desire to vote. Al those vote
who desire to vote. Clerk will close the roll
Tally the votes. Ayes 19, nos. 52. The notion
fails. State your point of order, M. Gallagher.
MR GALLAGHER: Yes, M. Speaker. Let ne
try to address this issue. State your point of
order, M. Gallagher. The point of order is that
the bill says that the Elections Conmittee drew
the maps. And that is factually incorrect based
on the test. Okay, Your point is not well taken.
Menmbers, let's take a step back for a nonent.
Let me give you a quick | esson on what a point of
order is. Wen you raise your mcrophone for a
poi nt of order, you need to state the rule that's
being violated. And we're speaking of the House
rules. That is the point of order that you need
to make. M. Gallagher, I"'mgoing to recognize
you again. The point of order is it factually
m sstates the testinony in the record, in the
| egi slative record. Thank you, M. Gall agher.

That is not a violation of the House rules. Your
point is not well taken. We wll continue
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proceedi ng on debate on this neasure, seeing and
hearing no further debate. Assenbl ynmenber
Gal | agher, you have al ready spoken on the point
of order. M. Gllagher, you are out of order.
Seei ng and hearing no further debate. Madam
Majority Leader, do you wish to close?

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  Thank you
col | eagues for this debate. And | want to thank
you to ny col |l eague, Senator Gonzal ez, for
partnership in this inportant issue. Let ne
answer sone of the questions that were raised
here today and over this week. The map in AB604
was drawn in partnership with a group that
includes legislative | eadership and a teamof its
nmenbers, Menbers of Congress, |eading i ndependent
redi stricting experts and groups that have worked
on nore than 100 city and county non partisan
i ndependent redistricting efforts and | egal
counsel to review and assure we neet all the
requi renents of our state and the federal |aws
and constitutions. W use the work of the
I ndependent Conmi ssion and their many hours of
heari ngs and public testinony. Qur maps keeps
nore cities whole. 60 conpared to 57 in the

Commi ssion's map. W respected constitutional
gui delines, including comunities of interest and
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seeki ng nore conpact and contiguous districts.
In fact, under this map, 76.7 of Californians
stay in the same district drawn by the

Commi ssion. The Comm ssion maps were public for
14 days and approved by 14 conm ssioners. These
maps wWill be public for 74 or 5 days. | got to
remenber that and tens of mllions of California
voters.

MR. SPEAKER  Madam Majority Leader, just a
nmonment, please. Assenbly nenber Tangi pa you are
recogni zed for your point of order.

MEMBER TANG PA:  Well, and a point of
clarification. The comments. Sir, you are
recogni zed for your point of order. The comments
that were nmade are not in the |l egislation and
t hose comments shoul d be included in the
legislation if that's what's being done. That is
not a point of order. |If you' re saying that her
speech is not just germane to the bill, your
point is not well taken. Anything further, M.
Tangi pa? A point of clarification. Thank you,
M. Tangipa. W're going to continue. Madam
Majority Leader, you may conti nue.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCIA:  This is the npst

transparent than any other process in the
country. In an ideal world. 1In an ideal world,
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we not need to go through this process. W
respect the work of the Independent Redistricting
Conmission. In fact, the only challenges to the
wor k of the Independent Redistricting Comm ssion
map came fromthe Republican challenges in 2011.
Those chal |l enges did not give voters a chance to
decide. And yes, the cost is worth it. W are
fighting to ensure Californians have at |east a
fair chance in next year's election. And the
stakes are high. Maybe that's why the
Republicans in this country are so afraid to |et
the voters have a say. Mybe it's because they
know why this president and Washi ngt on
Republicans are trying to rig the 2026 el ecti ons.
They can't run on their record. A record that in
seven short nonths have been devastating to
wor ki ng Californians and Anericans across the
country while benefiting only the wealthy. A
record that includes cutting fresh food from
famly farmers that feeds our school children,
closing rural hospitals and clinics, cutting
health care for 3.5 nmillion California seniors
and the nost in need, separating inm grant
famlies who work in and contribute to our

comunities. Famlies guilty of nothing. Not
not hi ng, but they just want to seek a better
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life. And turning the clock back 50 years on
worren' s reproductive rights. |If you want to stop
this.

MR. SPEAKER: Excuse nme, Madam Mpjority
Leader.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  Pardon ne.

MR, SPEAKER: Assenbl ynenber Macedo, you are
recogni zed for your point of order.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCIA: | have ny letter
prepared and would like to submit it to the
record. Based on the testinony on the floor
t oday.

MR, SPEAKER: That is not a point of order.
Point of point is not well taken. Excuse ne,
we're not in notions and resolutions. Your point
is not well taken.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  You asked ne for ny
letter.

MR SPEAKER: Menbers, we're in the |ast
nm nute debate. W do not use parlianentary
procedure as a nmechanismto debate bills. Not a
najority | eader may conti nue.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCIA: |If you want this to
stop, the easiest way to do this would be to use

all this passion demanding this president to stop
trying to rig next year's Elections. Help your
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DC col | eagues pass Denocratic and Republican
bills to prevent nid decade gerrymanderi ng and
have an i ndependent redistricting process in
every single state. Until you succeed, we wll
continue to fight for the interests of
Californians. Colleagues, | amvery proud to ask
you for your | vote today for AB604.

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you nadam Majority
Leader. Al debate having ceased, the Cerk will
open the roll. Al nmenbers vote. You desire to
vote? All nenbers vote who desire to vote.
Menbers, this neasure requires 54 votes. Al
menbers vote who desire to vote. Clerk wil
close the roll. Tally the votes. Ayes 54 knows
20 on the urgency eyes 54 knows 20 on the
measure. Senate anmendnents are concurred in
W t hout objection. Imediate transmttal to the
governor. Menbers, we now nust continue with
busi ness on the daily file reading of the
previous day's journal. Assenbly Assenbly
Chanber Sacranento Thursday, July 17, 2025 the
assenbly net at 9am The Honorabl e Josh Lowent hal,
Speaker Protein Leader Agar Curry noves and M.
Fl ora seconds that the reading of the previous

day's journal be dispensed with presentati ons and
petitions. There are none. Introduction and
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reference of bills will be deferred. Reports of
conmittees will be deened read and amendnents
deenmed adopted. Messages fromthe Governor?
There are none. Messages fromthe Senate? There
are none. Moving on to notions and resol utions.
The absences for the day for bereavenent.
Assenbly nenber Addis noving. Mving back to
procedural notions. Madam Majority Leader,

you' re recogni zed for your procedural notions.

MEMBER ADDI S: | reguest unani nous consent
to suspend Assenbly Rule 45.5 to all ow assenbly
menbers Al anis, Sharp, Collins and Wcks to speak
on adj ournnent and nenory today.

MR. SPEAKER: That Objection. Such shall be
t he order.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: | request unani nous
consent to Suspend Assenbly Rule 118A to all ow
assenbly menbers Alanis, Quercilvo and Wcks to
have guests in the rear of the chanber today.

MR. SPEAKER: Non. bjection. Such shall be
t he order.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: | request unani nous
consent to rescind the action whereby on July
7th, 17th, 2025 SB 255 sierto was read a third

time, passed and sent to the Senate. Pl ease
order this bill back to the third reading file.
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MR, SPEAKER: (bjection. Such shall be the
order. Menbers, |I'mrescinding the action by
which | referred AB786 Sal ache to the banki ng and
Fi nance Committee pursuant to Assenbly Rule 77.2.
Madam Maj ority Leader, | request unani nous
consent .

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCIA: To return AB 786
Sal ache to the Senate for further action.

MR SPEAKER: Not Objection. Such shall be
the order. M. Alanis, we're going to be getting
to you in just a nonent. Please Menbers, the
quorumcall is in place. W have nore business
on the daily file. Please take your desk.

Movi ng to business on the daily file. Second
reading. The clerk will read Senate Bills 21
3403-743894- 46440, 4474-804895-04506, 5075-
446096- 17626, 6716-867317-64792, 847, 854, 857,
859, 30, 40, 62, 68, 81, 97, 233, 262, 283, 3043-
583623- 95415, 4534-564664- 70486, 4935-125135-
43547, 5486-256306- 70697, 777, 805, 825, 841.

Senate Bill 98 with anendnents, 627 with

amendnments and Senate Bill 400 with anendnents.
Ckay. Al bills will be deened read and al
amendnments will be deened adopted as the itens on

concurrence. Excuse ne, Madam Majority Leader
you are recogni zed. Yes.
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MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A: At the request of
the author, please nmove file item 30, SB 97
Grayson to the inactive file.

MR SPEAKER: Cerk will note. Now we're
going to the itens on concurrence. W' re going
to pass and retain on all items. Getting to the
assenbly third reading. Going to pass and retain
on all itenms. Senate third reading. File item
77, 145, W're going to pass and retain on al
itens other than file item 145, which has been
di spensed with Menbers. W are now lifting the
call on the consent calendar. Clerk will post on
t he consent cal endar all those vote who desire to
vote. All nenbers vote who desire to vote. Al
menbers vote who desire to vote. Cerk will
close the roll. Tally the votes. 177, no. O.
Consent calendar is adopted. Cerk will read the
remai ning itens on consent. House Resol ution 49,
|77, no. O, Senate Bill 621, 177, no. 0O Senate
Bill 440, 177, no. O senate bill 392, 177, no.

0 SENATE BILL 510, 177, no Senate Bill 598, 177,
no. O CONATE BILL 856, 177, no. 0O SECATE BILL
733, 177, no. O SUREATE BILL 858, 177, no. O
SERATE Concurrent Resolution 97, 177, no. 0 AND

SENATE Concurrent Resolution 99, 177, no. O
Menmbers, we're noving on to adjournment's nenory.
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The quorumcall remains in place. Please give
our respectful attention to those who were
granted prior permnission to speak on their
adjournment. In nmenory. Please take al
conversation off the floor. Please take al
conversations off the floor. Assenbly menber
Al ani s, you are recogni zed for your adjournment
and menory.

MEMBER ALANI S:  Thank you, M. Speaker. And
first off, I just want to apologize to the famly
for having us take so long to have you guys
recogni zed. So thank you for your patience.

Col | eagues, it's with a heavy heart that | ask
that we adjourn in menory for Avery Roxanne
Mel | erek Avery will be renenbered as a

compassi onat e young worman who brought light into
any room she wal ked into. Avery was taken from
this world too soon following a car acci dent on
June 21st of this year, Avery was pursuing her
love for cinematic filmarts at the California
State University Northridge and spent her sunmer
breaks giving back to the Mddesto conmunity at
Canp Taylor. In ny district, she gave back. As
a canmp counselor, Avery was focused on inproving

the lives of children with heart conditions.
Canmp Taylor is only one of eight nmedically
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supervi sed canps focused on serving children with
heart disease. After graduation, Avery hoped to
conbi ne her love for filmand her passion for the
children at Canp Tayl or by meki ng docunentaries
about the stories of children born with heart
conditions. Avery's cheerful personality wll
continue to shine through nmenories with her
conmpetitive cheer team serving as a role node

to young children and energetically cheering on
the Sacranento Kings. Avery chose to be an organ
donor, a decision that shaped by personal
experiences with her brother Ethan and her best
friend Anneliese, both who have received heart
transplants. Through her final act of

generosity, Avery continues to touch lives and
saved others. Today, we are joined by Avery's
bel oved famly here in the back of the room

i ncluding her nother, Sierra, her older brother
Et han, her stepfather Jason, her aunts Joanna and
Vanessa, and her Canp Taylor friends and famly,
who are also up in the gallery. | want to extend
ny condol ences to Avery's famly, her friends,
and the Canp Taylor community. Thank you for
allowing ne to honor Avery's life here on the

assenbly floor, and I ask that we adjourn in
nmenory of Avery. Thank you
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MR. SPEAKER  Thank you, Assenbly nenber
Al anis. Menbers, |et us observe a nonent of
silence to honor the life of Avery. Roxanne
Mllerick just a nonment, Ms. Wcks.

Assenbl ymenber W cks, you are recogni zed for your
adj our nnment and nenory.

MAJORI TY LEADER GARCI A:  Thank you, M.
Speaker and nenbers, | rise to adjourn in the
menory of Zona Roberts, an unwavering chanpi on of
the of disability rights and a trail blazer of the
i ndependent |iving novenent. Zona was born in
Portland in 1920 and grew up between Oregon and
California. She nmet her husband, Verne Roberts
through a nutual friend in high school, and they
had four sons together. Zona's el dest son, Ed
Roberts, contracted polio in 1953 when he was
only 14 years old. Ed spent 18 nonths in the
hospital, and when he was finally able to cone
hone, he did so as a quadriplegic. This spurred
Zona's transformation into a tireless advocate
for for inclusion and accessibility. Battling
educational, nedical, and societal bureaucracies
and prejudice. She was steadfast in her fight
for Ed to have the rights and opportunities that

he deserved, starting with his right to go to
school. She worked al ongside Ed to establish
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support for individuals with disabilities, both
at the University of California and in the
broader East Bay conmunity. At the age of 44,
Zona enrolled at UC Berkel ey, where she received
her bachel or's degree and her teaching
credential. During that tinme, her Berkel ey hone,
known as the Greenhouse, becane a gathering place
not just for disabled students, but also for
teachers, doctors, riders and visitors studying
the growing comunity of disability activists.
Through those gatherings, she created one of the
earliest nodels of independent living. Zona
passed away on January 10th at the age of 104.
She was preceded by her bel oved sons, Ed, Ron,
and Randy. She is survived by her son Mark, her
grandchi l dren and great grandchildren. She al so
| eaves behind an endl ess nunber of friends who
Will mss her dearly. W can all learn from
Zona's unwavering belief in human dignity and the
tenacity with which she advocated not only for
her son, but for every disabled person to realize
their potential. Zona's contributions wll
continue to resonate in the fight for equity and
dignity for every individual. Her |egacy will

live on in communities and across this nation.
Zona's son Mark, and nany of her friends and

WWw. trustarray. com
844-817-1080

291


http://www.trustArray.com
http://www.trustArray.com

Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 42-4  Filed 11/17/25

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page ID #:1995

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON
Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

Page 197 of 274

195

family are with us here today in the gallery to
cel ebrate her amazing and purposeful life. |
respectfully ask that the assenbly join nme in
adj ourning in her nmenory today.

MR, SPEAKER: Thank you, Assenbly nenber
Wcks. Menbers, |let us observe a nonent of
silence to honor the life of this historic
Californian, Zona Roberts. Assenbly nenber
Sharpe Col lins, you are recognized for your
adj ournnment in nmenory.

MEMBER SHARPE COLLINS: Thank you, M.
Speaker. Today | rise to renenber a man whose
name becane synonynous with | eadership,
dedi cation, and service to the city of La Mesa,
| ocated in San Di ego, the Honorable Arthur Art
Madrid. Art's story is one of perseverance,
service, and deep commtnent to community. Born
in New Mexico in 1934, Art cane to La Mesa as a
t eenager, quickly devel oping the strong sense of
civic pride that would define his life's work.
He served his country in the United States Marine
Corps and later worked for Pacific Belle, a man
who knew both the discipline of service and the
val ue of hard work. Art's political journey

began with his work for the then San Di ego mayor,
Pete Wlson. But it was in La Mesa that his
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public service truly flourished. Elected to city
council in 1981 and then as mayor in 1990, Art
would lead the city for 24 years, a remarkable
run marked by his vision, tenacity, and results.
He never shied away from bol d action, even when
it brought national headlines, as in 1994, when
he took on a controversial stand agai nst
prostitution within our community. His

| eadershi p was recogni zed far and wi de. The
Ameri can Soci ety of Public Adm nistrators naned
hi m San Di ego County's outstanding el ected
official, and the San Di ego Magazine |isted him
Anmongst the top 50 people to watch as they knew
about his mllennial approach beyond our city
limts, Art shaped regional and statew de policy
as chair of the San D ego associ ati on of
Governnments, president of the San Diego D vision
of the League of California Cities, and President
of the California Council of CGovernments. He
bel i eved deeply in collaboration and that cities
and conmuniti es were stronger when they worked
together. Hi s courage as a public servant was
mat ched only by his resilience and as a person.
For all of his public acconplishnments, Art's

greatest devotion was to his famly. He and his
bel oved wife, Sally, shared decades together,
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raising four children. Life dealt them

heart breaki ng | osses with the passing of their
son to cancer and later Sally's own passing in
2003. Yet even in grief, Art continued to serve,
gui ded by a belief in giving back to the
comunity that he truly loved. Art Madrid passed
away peacefully at his La nesa home on June 6,
2025, at the age of 90. And | can tell you, al
the way up until that tine, he was stil
advocating and fighting for his conmunity.

Today, we renenber not only a mayor, but a

nei ghbor, a veteran, a husband, a father, and a
friend. Hs |life remnds us that true public
service is not neasured just in years served or
titles held, but in the lasting differences nade
in people's lives. So we honor his nmenory by
continuing the work that he has so passionately
believed in and building a conmunity that is
safe, strong and united. So, although today |I am
standi ng here sayi ng goodbye, just know that we
will also say thank you. And I'll continue to
say thank you to Art for everything that he has
done. So thank you, Mayor Madrid, for your

| eader shi p, your courage, and your heart. And

your city will never, ever forget you. Thank
you.
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MR SPEAKER: Thank you, Dr. Sharp Collins.

Menbers, please bring the nanes to the desk to be

printed in the Journal. Al requests to adjourn
in menory will be deenmed read and printed in the
Journal. Mbving on to announcenments session

schedul es as follows. Friday, August 22nd.
There's no floor session, no check in session.
Monday, August 25th floor session at 1pm seeing
and hearing no further business, |I'mready to
entertain a notion to adjourn. Madam Majority

| eader noves and M. Patterson seconds that this
House stands adjourned till Monday, August 25th,
at 1pm Quorumcalls lifted and we are adjourned.

( Of the record 6:30 p.m )
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1 CERTI FI CATE

3 STATE OF CALI FORNI A )

4 COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO )

6 | hereby certify that the foregoing

7 transcript was reported as stated in the caption, and
8 |the questions and answers thereto were reduced to

9 typewiting under ny direction; that the foregoing

10 | pages represent a true, conplete, and correct

11 | transcript of the evidence given upon said deposition,
12 | and | further certify that I amnot of kin or counse
13 |to the parties in the case; amnot in the enploy of

14 | counsel for any of said parties; nor aml in a way

15 |interested in the result of said case.

16 This the 30th day of COctober 2025.

17

18

19 Charl es Gol di ng, CVR
20
21
22
23
24

25
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Page ID #:2000

Page 202 of 274

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOCR SESSI ON

Tape Transcription of Audio Recording on 08/21/ 2025

20,21,22,23, | 1654 1603 1981
$ 24,25 12 4:4 196:2
$1 123:22 17 1982
17:1.9 90:11 1 12,000 i;ggi 29:10
137:12 1 18:8 : 1990
$1.25 42:24 120 17% 196:2
107:12 1.4 51921 173:17 1994
$10 55:24 132:21 1776 196:6
126:25 10 121 4:16 1998
$200 17:3 47:6 5:21 132:21 | 17th 23:5
134525 53514 55519 125,000 411;358,}234 1pm
137:10,11 57:11 58:17 142:19 : 108:8.13
138:20 68:8 134:9
161:8 126 18
123:24 163:18 3' 15735
10,000 131 193:17 2
$230 ’ . _
. 113:9,19,25 .
90:25 110:3 18% 6:15
€235 100 14 163:20 213
8513 42:18 92:3 184:5 173:21 48:19
' 114:10 193:17 19 20
$§§913 6 163:14 141 10:6 12:3,17 | 11:10 86:6
12505 183:17 76:4 23:1329:10 | 109:9 15638,
127:3 145:2, | 100% 1441 115:15 9 169:5
104 136:12 119:23 20%
$30 . 121:81827 | go.g
09:25 194:13 145 :
$500.000 105 112:24 1920. 200
134.92 8:12 190:9,10 193:12 58:18
584 . : 114:10
' 1 12:21 30:3 1934 2002
$80 36:22 56:18 195:18 23:11
50:10 36:22,25 57:12
51:15 1952 2003
$900 151 94:16 197:4
118A ) :
: : 8:7
38:2442:12 | 186,17 1053 2006
16 : 23:18
; 119 s 193:16
76:16 196 2008
0 16,000 85:21 95:6
190:16,19, | 11th 86:2
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Page ID #:2001

Page 203 of 274

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON

Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

2010 157:22 25th 30
16:25 17:5, 185:14 198:8,12 3:18 29:12 4
10 44:25 30:5,20
2028 26 ' 4
45:15 46:6 35:10 44:7
100:1 134:9 158:15 1:2
91:1 126:7 47:20 53:25 255_22
128:17 2030 262 57:7 59:24 '
159:19 16:15 55:20 189:18 62:22,23 40
56:10 68:24 74:9 88:1 121:1 135:1,
280 19 88:
Zgzlaé-s 136:24 6:14 11:18 100:11 16 156:25
. 157:20 112:24 128:9 131:5, 189:18
ng 21 113:6,12 22 134:9 40%
5 6:15,20,25 115:19 1511 173:11,12,
2014 12:6 45:23 116:8 162:22 13
110:6 128:13 118:10 166:21
2015 134:21,23 119:25 175:11 4221.11
94:19 174:9 121:10,17 189:18 18922
' 189:15 122:6,25 190:2 '
2020 139:12 3043- 43547
) . 21st 140:15 :
18:20 27:19 101:10 18918 189:20
55:23 56:1, : 146:7 52000 44
13 95:14 2i£gg 283 e 1043
2021 . 189:18 ) e
: 70:22 :
198:6 246
2022 446096-
136:24 23 2E 33 17626
2024 . ' 3403-743894 189:17
55:23 56:14 | 233 2G PP 4474-804895-
2025 189:18 6:20 04506
189:16
17:241:11 | 24 189:16
52:25106:4 | 169:6 196:3 3 36 455
121:20 0 57:14 98:24 ) )
144:15 216/;.17 s |3 127:4,1 1o8:
155:22 = 39:142:16 128:11 4534-564664-
187:21 249 118:7 150:18,23, | 70486
188:24 4:16 123:19 25 189:19
197:8 250 3,800 392 48
2026 32:6 85:21 190:20 115:15
14:25 25:21, | 255 3.5 482
2577:18 188:24 185:22 8:7
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Page ID #:2002

Page 204 of 274

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON

Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

49 189:20 63 123:16 75:8,9 77:9
190:18 - 156:16 24 80:9,20
4935-125135- | 118:5 64% 86:18 184:6 géfig ggf;g
189:19 119:23 103:24 6% o021
4th 56% 138:23 163:16 103-15
121:19 139:5 65% 76.7 104:1
Ei;ﬂ 57 gr:14 184:2 108:21
: 11:10109:9 | 6716-867317- | ¢ o0 113:20
156:8,9 64792 158:10 121:24
5 183:24 189:17 ' 180:10
77
5 58 68 190:9 8018
184:6 7:25 10:6 189:18 ' 41:4
: 77.2
50 12:4,17 68,000 1504 805
186:1 583623- 170:16 ' 189:20
196:13 95415 69 71;9_20 81
500,000 189:19 10:7 ' 189:18
69:8 70:8 598 69% 78% 825
176:8,13 190:21 138:25 8122 189:20
5075- 69.000 86 825,000
189:16 6 170:7 189:7 133:8
50s 6 69B [ 841
53:8 106:17 899 188:24 189:20
510 197:7 6.0 . 847
190:21 60 19814 189:17
52 3:17 183:24 8 85
182:7 604 7 615612885121317 110:3
6:19,24 : :
P2 157:60.25 | 7% 13:8,17 854
: 50 173:24 14:8,9,12,16 | 189:17
53 53-8 700 15:5,8 856
121:8 02:8 16:15,18 190:22
154:16 61% 2022119, | oo
86:6 72 20 26:9,14 _
>4 126:13 20:230:25 | 18917
54:7 15655 | 62 . Py
127:12 32:13,2 858
15735 189:18 . 1325
18712 14 176:13 36:8 37:19 190:23
5486-256306- 627 53:24 63:6 '
70697 189:21 735,000 64:16 67:21
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Page ID #:2003

Page 205 of 274

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON

Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

AB786 ACB88 acai accuracy
9 189:3 41:6 90:18 122:16

90 abandon ACB8A accept accused
197:8 21:24 37:13 27:18 149:15

90% Abbott ACA 166:22 acknowledge
138:24 34:11 64:15 6:18 8:23 accepted d
139:8 149:8 abdicated 10:18 11:16, 181:18 68:10

92% 88:22 17.12'21 access act
87:17 abide 12;2';716 77:22786, | 15:617:25

96% 173:1 15:5,8, 14 79:3 92:4 20:1 247

. D 98:22 30:25 31:4
87:15,24 ability 16:15,18 122:25 40:8,9 49:17

97 43:7,13,20 20:2 21:19, . 82:22 86:11
189:18 61:2562:2,6 | 2023:13 accessibility | o 00 o909
190:2,24 100:14 26:9,14 193:21 9014

97% 105:12 295217 30:25 | accessible 124:20
87:23 128:14 32:13,25 122:10 157:23

131:3 36:8 37:19 - 176:23

98 _ 39:1040:8 | @ccessing 192-14
189:21 abortion 4119 44:10 69:22 .

08% 43:24 48:1853:24 | accident acting
139:6 absence 63:6 64:16 191:18 106:12

' 2:3161:1,19 | 67217579 | action

99 162:23 77:9 8019,20 14:13 6:22 286
190:25 absences 81:10 83:12 ) 44:9 625

9am 1886 86:18 89:25 | accolades 68:7.21 76:6
187:22 90:21 157:10 77:14

ab§ent 103:15 accomplish 155:20
A 2:5 104:1 ments 188:23
absolutely 1222(1) 196:24 189:2,8
A?;%n; ‘712:55 44:8 119:3 accountabilit 19_6'5
e ' 121:24 y actions

AB absurd 161:7 103:1 165:7, 17:23 25:16
6:19 102:1 86:22 180:10 25 166:23 28:5 445
12352425 abuse acas accountable 2?121% 60:22

abusive g85:8 118:16 | 107:3,6,10, _

AB604 163:13 1204 11,14,17,19, | actively
15:10 ' 12610 24,25139:3 | 47:9177:14
156:14 AC8 161:1,4,20 activists
183:12 41:21 62:24 | ACAA 163:1,2 164:10
187:7 158:2 153:23 177:3 '
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Page ID #:2004

Page 206 of 274

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON

Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

actor adjournment 15:21 19:14 25:13 agents
109:24 13?3.137 adopt affecting 2312 63:17
acts 193:6, 8:23 24:2 56:9 )
adage g ¢ : 16:2 34:14 :
101:2 Z journmen adopted 81:22 agree
add 190:25 78:183:2 afford 25:10 28:6
60:9 103:13 53:18 93:10 67:12 68:11,
administratio 109:10 99:19 21 14,25 69:2
dded . 119, _
a n 188:3 133:9 75:10,16
4:4 29:2341:13, | 189:24 135:19 85:11 88:16
Addis 17442 190:17 1374 102:18
2:7 188:7,10 83:13 90:8 adopting 142:23 131:23
o 154:20 . ) 134:7
16:18 administratio adoption 145:25 1424
109:21 ”i74_25 10:20 affordability |
additional . advance 9113 134:1 382
56:13 ,rASdmlnlstrato 113:24 152:8 Agriacuri
134:14 iacuri
196:10 advanced affo.rdable.’ 157:9
agaress admire 45:10 005 158 Agua
37:772:16 106:21 afraid
73:4133:25 | 21:761:23 advantage 30:14,15 162:10
135:9 admission 471 6417 63:21 82:2,3 | Aguiar
149:10 73:16 98:7 97-22 1179 185:11 2:7 156:16
169:8,9 101:12,20, ' ' , : .
182:10 21 advice African Aguiaracuri
ddressi 181 53:15 157:7
addressing admit :
98:18 99:2 20:23 advocate afternoon ahead
; 193:20 121:16 33:5
adhere 151:24 :
48:12 161:24 advocated Agar Abrens
. 194:20 187:23 2:7 80:6
191:14 61:22 98:2,3 | advocates age arr
192:25 101:15 42:9 60:11 3:1929:10 31:17
10 - - advocating 13197:8 176:21
admitting 24:18 _ _
adjourned 471 197:10 agencies airdrop
adjournin 6:3169:11 86:18 135:1 | agenda aisle
1195.4 g . 87:4 131:24 16:24 17:23
. admonished affected 61:21 66:4
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Page ID #:2005

Page 207 of 274

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON

Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

89:3,6,10,12 125:11,22 115:5,16,25 | amicus apparently
101:7,23 192:24 116:2,3,4,6, 24:19,21 45:17
iég;g alongside 1’187’_11242230 amnesia 172:24
' 91:16 o 149:8 appeal
140:5,25 193:25 118:6,10 7:15.18
141:3 150:1 ' 119:12,24, ample 1.78':5
171:2 alternative 25 120:17, 114:1 .
178:10 785,18 23251218 | analysis agg_elegs
AJR Alturas 130:25 134:5,11 :
12:6 141:13 123;9 ancestors appeared
. : ) 165:4
Alameda alumni 187:16 179:9
41:4 109:23 188:2 Angeles appears
Alanis Alvarez 189:21,22, 47:18 50:9 57:16
2:8 188:12, 2:8 24 72:17 applause
18 189:10 amazing America Anneliese 163:10
191:7,9 112:2195:2 | 4:2155 192:13 applied
193:2 : : .
] ambition 22:1032516 announceme | 12625
alarming 99:7 o nts appreciated
133:12 53:2,12 198:5 75:4
_ amended 64:25 68:16, ' '
albeit 10:9,19 20 70:5,12, annually approach
13:18 11:16 32:25 | 2579:1,14 42:25 67:10 68:25
alien 169:7,15 81:2382:9 | anonymous 11‘51‘215
71:23 amending 105:10 166:18 '
live 74:10 171:16 _ 196:14
a . . ica' answering appropriatio
4:20 23:25 amendment Am(.erlca.s 168:11 npp p
allegedly 12:7 14:12 7859419 vers o112
162:1 16:20 23:12 American 87:14 93:21 '
. 25:25 48:20 15:7 18:21 135:5 142:6 approval
a”.eg'anc.e 59:17 11317, | 34:1553:15 | 1p4:11 158:7
5:1,4 82:14 ] .
17115:1,20, | 63:16,21 167:22 approve
allies 22,23 118:8, 68:2 94:17 .
’ ' 128:18
38:4 83:20 14,19 119:5, 21 147:4 anyone's 158:2 3
allocate 6120:3,12 160:5 13:381:8 l
168:25 196:10 92:17 10:8 14:6
allocated 1735 _ 15:9 49:5
164:1 Americans | apologize 86:5 116:21
amendments | 15:4 41:18 191:10 1845
allowed 8:2310:8,10 | 67:2577:14
46:18 120:6 113:3,6,13 78:15 79:1 Affoa;-el: approves
allowing 114:13 80:2 185:17 ' 9:16
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Page ID #:2006

Page 208 of 274

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON

Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

approving 5:14 127:6 30:22,23 21:15 22:18 156:2,23,24
48:21120:8 | [ ocie 32:1337:14, | 26:11129:3,4 | 157:9 159:7,
125:4 123:99 1542:547:2 | 36:540:25 11 163:6,7,8
April - 48:15,16 41:1 44:11, 167:6
144:15 arrive 59:16 71:1 12 48:6,7,9 169:18
o 659 72:4 74:20, 51:954:9,10 | 170:23
Arabidian arsenic 21,22 77:6 57:22,25 172:4,5,11
2:15 44:16 85:25 86:13, | 60:4 63:3 175:24,25
Arambula At 18,19 97:6 65:1,267:22 | 176:1,2,6,
2:894:7 9 r 100:23 77:5 80:6, 10,11,15,16
091, 195:15,18
976 = 108:6,16 21,22 83:8,9 | 180:6 183:2
_ 196:2,15 110:23 84:22,23 186:7 193:5
arcr_ntect 197:4,6,22 112:21 85:3.4 88:13 assigning
26:7 Art's 113:13 89:23,24 1512 169
archives 195:16,24 116:1,9 90:19,22 '
179:7 196:24 118:10,11 94:7 100:24, | assistance
119:9 25 102:15 18:25 50:18
174:13 ' 125:7,8 105:23 123:16
' Article 132:6,9,10, 108:19 139:25
arguably 6:15,20,24 11,25 109:1,16,17 | Assistant
143:4 45:23 148:14 110:25 7:25 156:11
argue 128:13 156:15,16, 111:25 -
: : 174:9 19,20 157:8 | 112:25 association
17:25 37:9 196:16
arts 164:16 113:14 :
argument 1912 167:23 115:2,6,16, | assure
67:1 136:10 91:20
: : 168:12,18, 20 116:2,5 32:4 68:3
arguments 333_21 25172:18 117:17,22 183:19
16:23 60:8 - 176:5,12 118:2,7 athletes
66:17 92:20 | ashamed 177:20 119:14,25 109:21
Arise 179:3 178:5,6 120:20 ' _
140:19 asks 180:11,20, 121:14 Atlantic
' 150:14 22 184:10 128:24 69:13
Arizona's ' 187:20,22 133:16,22 atrocity
24:20 assembly 188:7,11,17, 137:5 1795
armed 2:2,3,25 18 189:4 138:10,11
89:7 4:25 6:24 190:7 191:6 | 139:13,14 attack
8:11,12,22 192:25 140:16 18:197:11
arms 10:7,11,18, 193:1 195:3, | 14456 attacked
2:4 82:25 22 11:13,22 5.8 146:8,9 39:23 136:8
Arnold 12511’18324 Assemblyme 148:13 attacks
22:12 13:11 14:12, 151:13 ] )
) mber 43:15 79:18
14 19:16 111 20:3 153:4,6
arrest 23:5,17,24 e 154:5,7
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Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL  Document 42-4

Page ID #:2007

Filed 11/17/25 Page 209 of 274

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON

Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

attempt 83:1 100:22 154:3 157:2 129:5,20 balance
23:1473:19 | 1254 ayes 130:16 25:13 58:25
103:22 154:16 10:6 11:10 ggfg balanced
attemptin authoritarian | 12:3,17 25 26:1 87:6
ping 142:17
14:22 ism 109:9 160:7 96:23
80:4 100:16 | 115:15 :
attempts i : 177:16 balances
72:7 147:6 gf;i? ﬂg;g . 1802 58:14 88:19
attention . 121:8 156:9 181:21 ball
. authority 182:15 .
117:15 ) 157:5 182:7 . 150:17
125:21 45:24 18714 186:1 188:7,
191:2 authors - 25 191:22, bgg.oltz 452
74:6 154:4 23 192:17 g
attest 166:23 B 1975 48:6 84:17
122:11 : babics ek 89:19 109:2
authorship ackers 122:25
attorne i )
polyed 164:21 148:19 126:19 126:5
167:12,15 autocrats baby background 127:18,22
. 135:12 23:3 128:20
August 614,818 150:8
108:6,8,12 | %7 bachelor's | backroom 155:24,25
aunts average 194:5 93:21117:1 s
u } ballots
192:19 1337 back backs 28:4 645
auspices Avery 3:4’7 10:.10 146:3 Ball
13121 191:14,15, 16:16 27:8 backyard allroom
: 17.19.24 33:335:2,25 | " U0 105:5
author 192:2,10,15, | 39:2543:19, Baloney
87 15:25 25 193:3 2550:11,15 | bad 127:10
41:5 83:12 ' 52:21 61:25 | 71:1088:17 _
88:6,989:25 | AVEIY's 62:18 64:2 95:2599:10 | banking
115:23 192:6,16,22, | 65:8 66:19 143:17 189:3
168:17,24, 24 67:17 70:3, | 150:20 banks
25 169:8 Avila 21,25 73:16, 151:8,11 93:4
171:23 83:9 84:22 17,20 79:20 | 170:4,14
190:2 . 80:17 81:10 | 179:1 Banta
) Avilon ) . 41:1,2 44:8,
83:5 84:19
authored 2:8 Bader 12 109:17
49:17,21 ' 90:293:25 | 2g:22 19110:25
12'1_1’7 avoid 95:6 96:11 ' 1111 :
19918 102:25 105:12 baffled :
: aye 120:10 81:14 bar
authoring . . 123:21 bag 110:15
_ 10:2 11:6,24 _ _
99:8 77:4 1181 125:3 50:3 145:6 161:6
authoritarian 119:19 122:217 8 Baines Barack
49:2 71:18 140:15 il 2:9 130:17
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Page ID #:2008

Page 210 of 274

IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON

Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

barbershop 112:5 197:5 benefiting 129:25
69:14,15 140:13 believed 120:11 130:4,18
barred bearer 22:14 23:10 iggi; big
46:16 47:6 97:3 71:15 86:16 ) 38:23 42:10
112:18 benefits 77:2078:3
base Beast '
196:20 32:9 83:16 10 95:25
25:6 129:18, 110:2,14,15,
24 16 197:18 178:20 100:17
L 104:22
based beautiful bgg?l"?:"g Bze_gngg_ts ] 195.95
97:17 3:2241:4 ' 6.2'25 e 175:12
127:19 59:12 95:25 | Belle ' bi
132:21 100:17 195:22 bereavement E%Qfgt
iggfig 111:2 Bellflower 188:6 T AA17
) beck 70:11 Berkeley .
180:18,20 175:25 109:22 bill
182:13 ' belong 111.0 1944 | ©:14,18,19,
186:11 beet 28:20 141:9 6 ) o 24 10:9
basic 92.6 152:21 11:16 23:25
43:2493:8 | began belongs Berman 33:1 38:24
164:6 94:14 84:17 29 10:18 40:9 42:10
' 195:25 131:19 14:14,15 84:25 95:25
basically _ 166:16 15:14,15 100:15,17
43:18 begin 16:6,719:19 | 104:22
basis 5:4 57:2 beloved 20:3 139:14, 113:12
Ao 58:21 59:1 192:17 16,18 1168
basking beginning 196:25 172:12,13, 119:25
19:4 75:587:25 | Ben 18 121:9,10,17,
battle begins 89:18 Bernardino 18 130:24
34:16 51:19 Ben's 93:10 162:5 133:21,24,
. : 180:9 25 134:3,17,
193:21 14:16 32:10 | bend Berner 23 136:6,13,
Bauer 41:383:5 36:1240:22 | 2108078, | 141724
2:9 111:2 102:6 21 151:3
194:3 o | 1058 71:25 12%7
beaches . 14916 bicameral 16113
. behavior - 23:21 :
70:23 211 benefit 164:18
beacon ) 20524 77519 bickering 167:1
22:15 14 165:14 Bid 171:22
bear 194:19 e 172:17
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Page ID #:2009
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IN RE CA ASSEMBLY FLOOR SESSI ON

Tape Transcription of Audi o Recording on 08/21/2025

182:12 bit blush boldly bow
184:19 20:8 60:9 17:16 29:1 39:21 81:9
igg;i 29 13823 bluster bones 175:25
= ) 101:11 179:6 bowl
190:19,20, | pites 110:4,6
21,22,23 8824 Blythe Bonta 111:4'
billion : 91:24 92:3, 2:10110:25 :
black 12 box
17:19 38:24 a0 Book . :
42:12 50-10, ggi;g.? Boar 75:18 84:17 89:19
23 90:12 ' 32:14 borders bragging
99:25 blah board 141:14 185
107:12 20:20 2:25 68:5 Bore branches
123:21.24 | Blake boards 30:23,24 59:10
125:15 135:2 ) o
126:25 lank 49:22 born branq
127:2 134:9 bglt-s s Bob 2213721 | 176:23
137:12 e 3:204:1 94:15 111:5 | brazenly
L 135:24 192:5 98:2
billionaires bl Bob's : '
105:19 ga;i%t 3:17 igg% break
123:19 . . ) 36:13 40:23
136:21 bodies
T : borrow 85:1102:6
billions 177:7 23:21
. . ) 132:17 109:15
17:24 78:4 body
123:15,24 blessed } ) bother breaking
: 29:20 6:13 7:7
137:20 13:10 14:7 147:25 146:3
140:10 bgzs_i'zng 16:120:10 | 162115 breaks
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